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Dear Friends,
 
Like many a boy who grew up with black- and- white TV, my hands-down favorite film was “They Died with their Boots 
On”, staring the incomparable swashbuckling hero Errol Flynn as George Armstrong Custer. I must have watched 
that movie a dozen times, and the jaunty melody of “Garryowen” was forever implanted in my memory. Over time of 
course I had to unlearn just about all the so-called history recounted in that film, but the sticklers for accuracy were 
never able to diminish my fascination with the subject matter. And so it was, I suspect, for many of my generation.

Today Custer and indeed the entire Indian Wars era are view less uncritically, but the fascination remains. All the 
elements for great drama are there: A flawed but unarguably valiant and colorful hero, undercurrents of personality 
conflicts which may have played a significant role at Little Bighorn, and the last and greatest stand by the Plains Tribes 
against the relentless, inevitable encroachment of “civilization.” Small wonder that the artifacts of Custer and this epic 
battle are among the most passionately collected of all American military relics.

The story of Glen Swanson’s personal involvement with the field is best told in his own words, which follow. But I’m 
sure he will be too modest to claim proper credit for his outstanding book on the subject, G.A. Custer His Life and 
Times, published in 2004, so I will make mention of it. This book became an instant classic in the collecting world. 
Lavishly illustrated, mostly with items from his own collection, it provides one of the best available introductions to the 
personalities and events of that legendary saga. Most seasoned collectors have long ago added this must-have volume 
to their libraries, but for those who neglected to do so Heritage is happy to provide a second-chance to acquire this 
long out- of- print book. We have been able to secure a limited number of copies, autographed by the author, and are 
offering them at the original issue price of $100.00 postpaid. Just call and ask for Catalog Orders to request your copy. 
Don’t delay, as our supply is limited.

It is with the greatest pride that Heritage presents this important collection in the most significant auction of such 
material in over 25 years. I wish to thank both Glen Swanson, for his confidence in our ability to present his cherished 
collection with proper respect and accuracy, and also esteemed Western history expert Paul Fees, who has written the 
majority of the exemplary lot descriptions in this catalog. The former longtime curator of the collections at the Buffalo 
Bill Historical Center in Cody, Paul has lived most of his life in what, in terms of the vast distances of the Great Plains, 
is but a stone’s throw away from the site of the Little Bighorn battle. After dozens of visits he knows he geography of 
that hallowed site as well as his own back yard, and he has spent much of his life enthusiastically studying all aspects of 
its story. His passion and meticulous scholarship ae clearly reflected in our presentation of the Swanson Collection.

For a devotee of this history such as myself it has been the thrill of a lifetime to assist in bringing the superb Glenwood 
Swanson collection to auction. I hope that, whether you are an active collector simply drawn to this unique saga in the 
history of the Old West, you will feel a little of that same excitement as you peruse these evocative offerings.

 
Tom Slater,
Director of Americana Auctions



From the Consignor
Growing up in Driscoll North Dakota, about 45 miles from old Fort Lincoln 
I had been aware of Custer and the soldiers stationed there from a fairly 
young age.

My Uncle had a small dairy farm in Driscoll, and he used to tell me about 
the history in the area. The Battle of Stoney Lake was near Driscoll, where 
General Sibley fought the Sioux in 1863

Our family left the farm and moved to Jamestown North Dakota during 
my high school years and it was there I became familiar with Fort Seward 
which was just outside of town.

My first visit to the Custer Battlefield was about 1972, and like most 
people who go there I was quite moved by the experience.

At that time i was beginning my career in business and was able to begin 
doing some collecting.

In the late 70’s I was fortunate enough to meet and become friends with Mr. Hugh Shick, a truly great intellect 
on the Civil War and the Custer period. Hugh was in on the battle study from its beginnings along with  
Col. Graham, E.A. Brininstool, Fred Dustin, and most of the other scholars of the day. I would visit with him 
almost every week for years; another of my life’s great experiences.

As my collection began to grow, I started a small museum called the Great Plains Museum just outside of 
Mandan, North Dakota, very near old Fort Lincoln.

It was a wonderful experience, traveling the ground, exploring things of interest and meeting some great 
people. Unfortunately my career pulled me in another direction and I was unable to spend much time 
there, so we decided to pull back and wrap it up. I’ve always regretted doing it, but it became a necessity. 
The reconstructed Fort Lincoln hadn’t been built yet, but I did watch the archeologists begin the study of  
Custer’s house.

Another fortunate and interesting opportunity came when I was invited to participate in an archeological project 
at the Big Hole Battlefield, where Colonel John Gibbon fought the first battle with the Nez Perce Indians under 
Chief Joseph. This is where I first met Dr. Doug Scott, Dick Harmon and Doug McChristian; all have been friends 
since that time.

This was followed by another trip, this time to the Civil War site at Pea Ridge, in Arkansas where Fred  
Benteen fought.

Two more projects followed at the Custer Battlefield, the last being in 2004.

Previously, in 1994 I had met Mr. Jason Pitch, whose family owned the property where Reno fought his fight in 
the valley, also the timber fight area and parts of the retreat route.

Jason had been doing metal detecting in the area for a number of years before we met and he had a large 
number of artifacts. His desire was to build a Reno Battlefield Museum on the property, which was accomplished 
in 1996.

I loaned my growing collection to his museum, where it stayed for a couple of years. Then due to some 
unforeseen complications I withdrew my collection and brought it back to California.

Since that time I’ve continued to collect artifacts and relics which related to the core collection of the 7th Cavalry 
and the Custer Battle on the Little Bighorn.

But due to failing health I now must separate myself from my life- long passion, hoping that the material goes 
to good homes and to people who will appreciate its historical significance.
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49001 George Armstrong Custer: A Fine Anthony/ Brady Carte de Visite. One of a number of similar 
poses, taken by Brady in Washington on January 4, 1865. This one is listed by Dr. Mark Katz in Custer in 
Photographs as K-58, where he describes the pictured example as being “unique.” Great condition, with 
tiny corner clips at top, a common practice to assist in sliding these into CDV albums.
Starting Bid: $600

49002 George Armstrong Custer: A Rare Pose on this Carte de Visite by Goldin. Very distinctive 
image in excellent condition, taken in May 1865, just after the conclusion of the war. Custer was in 
Washington for the Grand Review celebration. Heritage has sold dozens of Custer CDVs, but this is the first 
time we’ve offered this image.
Starting Bid: $600

49003 George Armstrong Custer: The “Napoleon Post” Carte de Visite Image by Anthony/ Brady. 
So-called because Custer stands with his right arm tucked into his coat as Napoleon was wont to pose in 
this 1863 image. Great condition, with “Custer” neatly penned in black ink in bottom margin.
Starting Bid: $600
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49004 George Armstrong Custer: Carte de Visite Portrait by Anthony/ Brady. Fine early image of 
Custer as a brigadier general, taken October 8, 1863. Anthony/ Brady logo and revenue stamp on verso. 
Excellent condition.
Starting Bid: $600

49005 George Armstrong Custer: A Classic Carte de Visite Pose by Anthony/ Brady.  An 1863 image 
of Custer in the uniform of a brigadier general. Superb, near-mint example.
Starting Bid: $500

49006 George Armstrong Custer: Anthony/ Brady Carte de Visite of Custer with Short Hair. Period 
identification on verso states that this is an image of Custer as brevet major general of U.S. Volunteers. 
Taken by Brady around February 15, 1864, before Custer grew his famous flowing locks. Anthony/ Brady 
logo on verso. Excellent condition.
Starting Bid: $500
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49007 George Armstrong Custer: A Possibly Unique Mathew Brady Mammoth Albumen Photo of Sheridan with His Staff, Including Custer. 
One of Brady’s most famous images. Dating from January 1865, it shows Phillip H. Sheridan with James Forsyth, Wesley Merritt (whose uniform is 
offered in this auction), Thomas Devin, and Custer seated on right. A scarce image in smaller size, it may well be the only known example in this 
imposing size, 16” x 9.75” on a 19.5” x 15” mount.

The photo itself is in remarkable condition, while the mount has some light soiling and heavier browning around the edges, easily matted out. 
“Sheridan and Generals” in period black ink on the mount below. This example was purchased in a 2009 “Railsplitter” auction where it brought a 
hammer price of $9000.
Starting Bid: $8,000
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49008 George Armstrong Custer: A Rare Civil War Gardner Carte de Visite of Custer with other Prominent Generals.  Period IDs of each in 
pencil on verso, along with the Gardner gold logo: Custer, Sheridan, Crook, Forsyth, and Merritt. Tiny identification numbers in pencil on the mount 
under each man, A touch light, but otherwise an excellent example, defect-free.
Starting Bid: $1,200

Please see a Very 
Important Late 
Entry Lot 49263 
to this sale; A 
Marvelous Inscribed 
George Armstrong 
Custer .22 Revolver 
Presented to Custer 
by the United States 
Volunteers in 1863. 



Auction #6197  |  Saturday, June 9, 2018  |  11:00 AM CT  9

49009 George Armstrong Custer: An Autographed Brady Carte de Visite. Boldly signed in black ink on verso: G. A. Custer Brig Genl”. The CDV, 
with Brady’s imprint, features an image taken by Brady in Washington around February 15, 1864. Katz pictures an example and describes it as being a 
“unique, original, and unpublished carte de visite” in his definitive book Custer in Photographs. Condition is very nice, with typical minor light toning.
Starting Bid: $6,000
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49010 George Armstrong Custer: A Large Format Gardner 
Image with General Pleasonton.  Taken by Timothy H. O’Sullivan at 
Warrenton, Virginia, in fall of 1862. Custer has now affected a quite 
fancy coat with elaborately braided sleeves. The present copy is part 
of a desirable set of Brady and Gardner images published by Taylor 
and Huntington in 1865. The very strong photo itself is in near-mint 
condition and measures 8.375” x 6.5”, on original 11” x 9” mount. Minor 
scratch on upper right hand corner of the photo, and peripheral water 
stain on the mount as shown.
Starting Bid: $900

49011 George Armstrong Custer: His Personal Copies of Printed 
General Orders. In 1863, General Alfred Pleasonton issued Cavalry 
Corps, Army of the Potomac, General Orders, No. 51, proclaiming a 
period of mourning for a hero of Gettysburg, Gen. John Buford. In 
the second document, General Orders, No. 59, in the Department of 
Dakota, General Alfred Terry proclaims the organization of a “Middle 
District” in the Department to be headquartered at Fort Abraham 
Lincoln. “Lieutenant-Colonel G. A. Custer, 7th Cavalry, is assigned to the 
command.”
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $200

49012 George Armstrong Custer: Printed Broadside Copy of His 
November 1864 Promotion to the Rank of Major General. “Signed” 
by the Secretary of War Stanton, this is Custer’s official notification of 
his promotion in recognition of the “personal gallantry” [and] “military 
skill” he displayed at the Battle of Cedar Run. Excellent condition except 
separated cleanly along original horizontal center fold line. Great 
display appeal. 9.5” x 14.75”.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $200

49013 George Armstrong Custer: A Substantial Lock of His Hair. 
Consisting of 50+ strands, each ranging in length from 2” to 3”. The 
provenance is quite remarkable! At the Battle of Trevilian Station in June 
1864, Custer’s camp was overrun and his uniform and presentation 
sword were captured by the Confederates and later recovered. His wife 
Elizabeth had written him previously requesting that, following his next 
trip to the barber, he save the hair and send it to her. Along with Custer’s 
other effects was a leather writing pouch which contained a large 
envelope filled with his unmistakable blond hair. Many years ago, Glen 
Swanson was involved in expertizing the ensemble, and at that time 
was permitted to take this small portion of the hair for his collection. His 
signed statement of provenance accompanies the lot.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000
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49014 George Armstrong Custer: A Classic Brady Carte de Visite Image of George 
and Libbie Custer with Brother Tom. One of the more sought-after Custer images among 
collectors, taken at Washington, D.C., on January 3, 1865. Imprint of Brady & Co’s National 
Photographic Portrait Galleries on verso. The Katz plate example of this image has Brady’s 
name and “Washington” in the bottom margin, however that is not found on this example. A 
bit of light aging on the mount, but the photograph itself is excellent if a little light.
Starting Bid: $1,200

49015 George Armstrong Custer, Libbie, and His Officers: A Most Unusual Carte de 
Visite from His Time in Texas after the War. Pictured with Custer are his officers, each 
neatly numbered below his photo to correspond to period identifications on verso. No 
photographer’s imprint, two cancelled revenue stamps on verso. Excellent condition. To the 
best of our knowledge this CDV is unpublished.
Starting Bid: $1,200

49016 George Armstrong 
Custer: Four Pieces of 

Ephemera, Souvenirs from His Part in “The Swing Around the Circle.” In 1866, 
hoping to influence the upcoming mid-term congressional elections, the unpopular 
President Andrew Johnson barnstormed the nation from New York to St. Louis, 
speaking to (and mostly alienating) hundreds of thousands of voters. Accompanying 
him for all or part of the ordeal were General Grant, Secretary of State Seward, and 
the young Union cavalry hero, George Armstrong Custer. In his book The Swing 
Around the Circle (2008), author Garry Boulard calls the tour “the train ride that 
destroyed a presidency.”
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $200



12  To view full descriptions, enlargeable images and bid online, visit HA.com/6197

49017 George Armstrong Custer: His Walking Stick, a Tiffany 
Hardwood Cane with Sterling Silver Ferrule and Decorative Head. 
When Elizabeth Bacon Custer gave this Tiffany cane to the young New 
York artist and museum preparator Dwight Franklin in about 1912, she 
told him that it had been presented to the General by the renowned 
actor and theatrical producer Lawrence Barrett. Barrett (1838-1891) and 
Custer met at St Louis in 1866 and soon became friends. It is not too 
much to say that Barrett became Custer’s best friend. In a letter to his 
wife in October 1876 he wrote, “I loved Custer.” And Custer’s regard for 
Barrett? Libby told him, he continued, “how truly he loved me and that 
I was his closest and dearest friend...” Barrett contributed a personal 
essay on the private and little-known Custer to Frederick Whittaker’s 
biography of Custer which was rushed into print before the end of the 
year. The friendship itself is chronicled in Alice O’Neil’s The Actor and the 
General: The Friendship Between Lawrence Barrett and George Armstrong 
Custer (Brooklyn, 1994). Documents detailing the circumstances of 
Libby’s gift of the walking stick to Dwight Franklin and the stick’s 
subsequent path to this collection accompany the lot. 

The story is recounted in brief in Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times, page 65. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $10,000
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49018 George Armstrong Custer: An Interesting 1868 7th Cavalry Document with a Great, Large, Bold Custer Signature. Custer endorses 
charges against Pvt. Dennis Burns for being “so drunk as to be unable to perform his duties.” Additionally, while being escorted to the guardhouse, he 
allegedly assaulted a sergeant who was “in execution of his duty.” 7.75” x 9.5”, excellent condition save for stains on verso as shown. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,750

     
49019 George Armstrong Custer: He Writes to Miles Moylan Regarding Irregularities in Officers’ Dress. This interesting letter, entirely in his 
hand, was posted by Custer from Fort Leavenworth on January 24, 1870. A transcription is available on our website but, in essence, Custer seems 
to feel that officers’ casual approach to attire during dress parades and inspections has a negative impact on general discipline. He inquires as to 
whether he should report or take action on such infractions in the future.

Moylan is a significant figure in the lore of the 7th Cavalry. In 1872, he married “Lottie” Calhoun, sister of Custer’s brother-in-law. Promoted to the rank 
of captain, he participated in the Yellowstone and Black Hills expeditions, and commanded Company “A” in Major Reno’s battalion at Little Bighorn. 
In 1877, he won the Medal of Honor for his actions during the Battle of Bear Paw during the Nez Perce War and, in 1890, he was present at Wounded 
Knee.

This two page Custer letter, 7.75” x 10”, is in exceptionally fine condition and is endorsed on the separate attached leaf.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $3,000
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49020 George Armstrong Custer: A Superb Presentation Ink Well, Inscribed by Custer to Yellowstone Expedition Photographer William 
Pywell. The base and ink receptacle are sterling (marked “sterling 426”) and the base is inscribed: “To William Pywell from G. A. Custer 1873”. 
This elaborate desk piece incorporates a 9.5” section of elk horn, with inset teeth. On the top of the hinged lid is a beautifully carved dog at rest, 
much resembling the beloved dogs which accompanied Custer on the Expedition (see image K-130 in Dr. Mark Katz’s definitive reference book 
Custer in Photographs). Oddly, we can find no maker’s name, but Custer’s well-known practice of ordering items from Tiffany and the quality of the 
craftsmanship strongly suggest that it was produced by that esteemed firm at Custer’s request.

William Pywell was a gifted photographer who had honed his skills taking Civil War battlefield photos for Alexander Gardner. He was the official 
photographer for the 1873 Yellowstone Expedition, where he snapped the iconic image of Custer with an elk he had shot- hence the incorporation of 
the elk horn in this wonderful object.

Unfortunately, the precise provenance of the ink well is at least temporarily lost. The previous owner, who probably acquired it in the late 1980s or 
1990s, misplaced the paperwork and, to date, it has not resurfaced. However, no “self-authenticating” object we have handled has presented itself 
more persuasively. The engraving has been studied by an expert in our jewelry and timepiece department, who feels confident that it is original and 
authentic. The family of the previous owner continues to search for the documents and, should they appear, they will be forwarded to the new owner.

The ink well is in wonderful condition, with rich original patina on the silver elements. For strictest accuracy we note that the silver ring around the 
base of one of the teeth is absent. Among the many remarkable pieces in this auction, this piece stands out as one of our personal favorites.
Starting Bid: $10,000
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49021 George Armstrong Custer: One of the Most Famous Images of Custer, Posed with 
Russian Grand Duke Alexis. This original 7.875” x 10” boudoir photo was taken at St. Louis 
by photographer James A. Scholten in January 1872. Alexis paid a much-publicized visit to 
America, the highlight of which was a hunting expedition in the West. Custer and “Buffalo Bill” 
Cody were recruited as guides and companions, and Custer developed a congenial friendship 
with the Russian aristocrat. Here we see him dressed in distinctly non-military attire appropriate 
for a hunting trip.

The photo shows strong contrast and is in near-mint condition save for one miniscule fine 
corner crease. The mount is in very good shape, with minor wear and light soiling. A stamp 
on verso indicates that this was once the property of the research department of the famed 
Western Costume Company in Los Angeles, which accumulated many wonderful original 
artifacts in the days before they had monetary value. Pencil notations and glue residues from 
long-ago on the reverse side as well of little consequence. 

This image is published with a full-page plate on page 99 of Dr. Mark Katz’s book Custer in 
Photographs, as well as on page 50 of Glenwood Swanson’s book G. A. Custer: His Life and Times.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500

49022 George Armstrong Custer: A Fine 7th Cavalry Signed Letter Regarding Indian 
Scouts. Custer writes to the War Department in June 1874, inquiring whether General Order 
No. 52 of 1872 applies to enlisted Indian scouts. On verso, a reply from Adjutant General E. 
O. Townsend advises Custer that Indian Scouts who re-enlist after five years of continuous 
service are entitled to benefits under the 1872 Act.

This 7.5” x 9.5” letter has exceptional display appeal. Condition is outstanding and it features 
a large, bold Custer signature.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,000

49023 The “Custer Clan”: A Rare Large Format Image of an 1875 
Outing near Fort Lincoln.  This image by Orlando S. Goff must surely 
be considered one of the most desirable Custer images. The cast of 
characters is remarkable! From left to right: Lt. James Calhoun, Leonard 
Swett, Capt. Stephen Baker, 2nd Lt. Winfield Edgerly, Miss Emily Watson, 
Capt. Myles Keogh, Margaret Custer Calhoun, Libbie Custer, Dr. Holmes 
Paulding, George Armstrong Custer, Mrs. Nettie Smith, Dr. George R. Lord, 
Capt. Thomas Weir, 1st Lt. William Cooke, 2nd Lt. Richard Thompson, Miss 
Nellie Wadsworth, Miss Emma Wadsworth, 1st Lt. Tom Custer, and 1st Lt. 
Algernon Smith!

This image is listed by Dr. Mark Katz as K-140. However, he describes it 
as a cabinet card. In this larger format (photo itself measuring 8” x 5.75”) 
it may well be unique. The photo itself is in excellent condition, unfaded 
and with good contrast. Damage and staining to the mount. Two soft 
vertical creases on the right side, not affecting the images of the principals, 
detracts little.
Starting Bid: $1,800
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49024 George Armstrong Custer: A Fine 1875 
Letter in His Hand, Written as Commanding Officer of 
the 7th Cavalry. Custer writes a letter of commendation 
for a retiring soldier, Otto Kauffmann, a musician in the 
regimental band. He notes that Kauffmann participated 
in both the Yellowstone and Black Hills expeditions, and 
acquitted himself as “a good soldier and a most excellent 
musician.” Typical large, bold Custer signature. 7.5” x 9.5”, 
long ago laid down on paper. Excellent condition with 
very minor light aging. An image of Custer and a piece 
of black mourning crepe attached to the top as shown.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $3,000

49025 George Armstrong Custer: A Signed 7th Cavalry Discharge for a Musician in 
the Regimental Band. This March 1875 document acknowledges that one Otto Kauffman 
had completed his five year enlistment and was released from service. Under the heading 
of “Character,” the commandant of the Regimental Band has noted that Kauffmann was an 
“excellent musician.” Interestingly, another notation records that “The soldier took part in an 
engagement with hostile Indians near Big Horn River, Montana Territory, August 11th, 1873.”

The 7.5” x 9.5” document is in good overall condition, with a fine Custer signature. It is 
especially interesting in light of Custer’s affection for his regimental musicians. At Fort 
Lincoln, he actively encouraged musical performances as morale builders.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,500
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49026 George Armstrong Custer: Signed 7th Cavalry Promotion 
Document of Ferdinand Culbertson, Who Recovered the Famed 
“Culbertson Guidon” in the Aftermath of Little Bighorn. Culbertson 
did not participate in the battle, but he was assigned to the burial detail 
tasked with interring the over 200 soldier’s bodies scattered across the 
battlefield. The corpses were mainly stripped by the victorious Indians, 
seeking souvenirs as well as useful articles. However, one body had been 
left untouched, that of Corporal John Foley of Tom Custer’s Company 
“C.” Inside his shirt, Culbertson found a folded flag, which then became 
known as the “Culbertson Guidon”. The flag found its way in to the 
collection of the Detroit Institute of Art, which sold it through a New 
York auction house in 2010 for $2.2 million.

When one Indian participant in the battle was later interviewed he gave 
interesting testimony regarding Foley. As the situation on the battlefield 
deteriorated, he witnessed Foley galloping away. According to this 
report, the trooper seemed to have gotten clear when he stopped, 
drew out his revolver, and committed suicide. The Plains Indians were 
very superstitious regarding suicide and would not approach the body, 
explaining why it was still clothed.

To a cavalry trooper like Foley, his company’s guidon was a very precious 
symbol, to be protected and preserved with one’s life if necessary. 
Perhaps in the heat of the moment he was seeking to save the flag, only 
to be overcome with guilt over leaving his comrades to their fate. 

Offered here is a most poignant relic of that tragic episode, Ferdinand 
Culbertson’s March 26, 1875, appointment signed by Custer as 
commander of the 7th Cavalry. It is also signed as adjutant by 1st 
lieutenant W. W. Cooke, who died at Little Bighorn. Custer’s signature is 
faded, as is often the case on documents of this nature, but clear. 

Accompanying the appointment is Culbertson’s 1882 discharge from the 
7th Cavalry. Culbertson was appointed a corporal by Custer, but held the rank of sergeant when he left the service. 

Also included in the lot is a copy of Elizabeth Custer’s history of the Indian Wars and the 7th Cavalry, Follow the Guidon.
Starting Bid: $5,000

49027 Ferdinand Culbertson: His Official February 1876 Promotion to the Rank of Sergeant, Signed by Reno and Cooke. Immortalized as 
the discoverer of the famed “Culbertson Guidon,” he was with Captain Benteen’s force during the Battle of Little Bighorn. Subsequently assigned to 
the detail recovering and burying the slain soldiers’ bodies, he found one of the company guidons under the body of Cpl. John Foley. The only Little 
Bighorn battle flag immediately recovered at the scene, it came to be named after its discoverer. This significant 14.5” x 10” document is in excellent 
condition, with a large, bold Reno signature, and has great display appeal.

Also included is a 1950 exchange of correspondence between noted Little Bighorn historian Col. William A. Graham and the War Department, to 
whom he had written seeking information regarding Culbertson’s military service.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500
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49028 George Armstrong Custer: A Superb Mora Cabinet Photo 
Taken in March 1876. Choice, near-mint condition on the probably 
unimprovable example. This image is also found in a carte de visite, but 
this is the larger 4.125” x 6.375” version.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750

49029 George Armstrong Custer: A Fine Mora Cabinet Photo 
of Custer in His 7th Cavalry Uniform. A terrific image taken around 
March of 1876 in gorgeous, near-mint condition. It is listed by Dr. Mark 
Katz in his definitive Custer in Photographs as K-152. Katz notes that this 
is an unpublished image in cabinet form, although also published as a 
carte de visite. 4.125” x 6.5”.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49030 Fort Abraham Lincoln: “This is My Busy Day” Calendar Ad 
from Custer’s Door. Among the relics she saved of life at Fort Abraham 
Lincoln, Elizabeth Bacon Custer kept this whimsical advertising 
give-away. On the reverse side is a calendar for 1875 flanking an 
advertisement for Seeley’s patented aids for, well, for afflictions suffered 
by many cavalrymen. 

On the front of the sign, Libby hand wrote: “Often put on G. A. C. door 
at Fort Lincoln.” Can there be a more direct link to the General and his 
Lady?
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500
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49031 Elizabeth Bacon Custer’s China Gravy Boat and Ladle. This 
serving set was part of Libby’s and Autie’s table at Fort Abraham Lincoln, 
used for dining and entertaining. According to a note of provenance, 
the widow Elizabeth Custer gave a set of china to Elizabeth Kidd, “a 
nurse in Fort McKeen, in approximately 1876” in gratitude for her help in 
delivering a neighbor’s baby. “This is the one remaining piece.” Elizabeth 
Kidd was obviously an old-timer at the post. Fort McKeen was renamed 
Fort Abraham Lincoln on November 19, 1872. The china is featured in 
Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, p. 74. The china is chipped at 
one end and the lid was broken and repaired long ago.

From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500

49032 [Elizabeth Bacon Custer]: An 1859 Bank Draft Written and 
Signed by Her Father, Judge Daniel B. Bacon. Drawn on the Banking 
House of Smith and Clarke in the amount of $5.00. Excellent condition 
except cancelled in center.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $100

49033 George Armstrong Custer: Two Scarce Boudoir Size Cabinet 
Photos by D. F. Barry. Early 1880s-vintage images, as both identify 
him being at Standing Rock, D.T. on versos. Custer’s portrait has some 
spotting as shown, but is otherwise in very good condition. The other 
depicts the recently-erected Custer Monument installed on Custer 
Hill, with names of the Little Bighorn dead on the sides. In the bottom 
margin: “Taken June 25, 1886,” the 10th anniversary of the battle. Corner 
wear on the mount, otherwise very good condition. Each measures 
6.75” x 9.75”.
Starting Bid: $300

49034 George Armstrong Custer: A Rare Early Gallery Photo 
Showing a Display of Custer Relics. Published by Allen & Rowell 
Photographers, Boston. Image is very strong, but there is light overall 
spotting. Very good condition on the whole. 8.5” x 5.25”.
Starting Bid: $600
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49035 George Armstrong Custer: An Interesting Association 
Piece. A 4” x 5.5” albumen photo mounted on board with advertising for 
Scovill Mfg. Co. It appears to picture a maquette for a proposed Custer 
statue, although our research failed to locate the finished sculpture. 
Appears to date circa 1880s-1890s. Excellent condition with one trivial 
edge tear and minor glue residue on the mount noted for accuracy.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $100

49036 Bronze Glenwood Swanson, George Armstrong Custer Bust. 
An imposing bronze bust. Swanson has been a filmmaker, especially 
known for his creative, visually striking, and witty commercials. He is an 
artist in other media as well. His sculptures, from miniatures to a lifesize 
rendering of Custer as a plainsman, are noted for the skill, artistry, and 
realism he brings to his work. Witness this remarkable portrait of Lt. Col. 
G. A. Custer!

From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49037 Glenwood Swanson, Bronze Custer with his Dog. This is a 
charming and evocative group with the artistry to capture a moment 
and the skill to convey it with a feeling of lifelike action.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49038 Frederick Benteen: An Important Twice-Signed Carte de 
Visite Photo. This is a Civil War era image showing him wearing his 
10th Missouri Cavalry pin, and Benteen has neatly dated it “‘65” below 
his bust. The CDV is boldly signed below, “F. W. Benteen Capt. U.S.A.” On 
verso he penned: “Send yours in return/ April 11, 1867/ All the way from/ 
Fort Larned, Kansas/ to my Darling Wife/ at Atlanta. F. W. Benteen/ Capt 7th 
Cavalry.”

All signed photographic images of Little Bighorn participants are highly 
sought-after, and this personalized example from one of the battle’s key 
figures is particularly so. 2.375” x 4”, overall very good condition, with a 
couple areas of minor ink smudging as shown.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,200
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49039 Frederick W. Benteen: His Autograph Letter Signed 
Requesting Appointment in the Regular Army, September 10, 1866. 
Like so many other officers, Benteen was mustered out in January, 1866, 
during demobilization. This long letter written and signed twice( !) 
in Benteen’s unique and precise script is addressed to the President, 
Andrew Johnson. Benteen has transcribed the recommendations and 
endorsements of six prominent men, including three major generals 
(Pleasonton, Curtis, and Rosecrans); one brigadier, Chilton B. Fisk; the 
mayor of St. Louis, James S. Thomas; and Willard Hall, governor of Missouri. 
He was asking not only for appointment in the Regular Army but also, “if 
possible, in the cavalry arm of the Service.” His hemorrhoids must not have 
yet become a problem.

His appointment as Captain in the 7th Cavalry was soon granted, dating 
back to July 28, 1866. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,000

49040 Capt. Frederick Benteen: Fantastic Souvenir of the Great 
Chicago Fire Collected by Him. In 1871, General Philip Sheridan 
commanded the Military Division of the Missouri from his headquarters 
in Chicago. As if he didn’t have enough on his plate out West that fall, 
Sheridan had to step up to help save the City of Chicago. On October 8 fire 
began sweeping through the city, and Sheridan in consultation with the 
mayor and civilian authorities declared martial law. As army troops and 
deputized civilians began fighting the fire, quelling looting, and restoring 
order, a resourceful 16-year-old boy printed dozens, perhaps hundreds, 
of these muslin patches with the word “P O L I C E.” Pinned to jackets, they 
became the badge of authority. 

Together with the POLICE patch is an extraordinary handwritten 
telegram dictated on October 9 by General Sheridan to be sent to 
Secretary of War Belknap: “City of Chicago is almost utterly destroyed by 
fire. There is now reasonable hopes of arresting it. if the wind does not 
change. which is yet blowing up a gale. I have ordered on your authority 
Rations from St. Louis. . .”

Even if they had not come from the personal collection of F. W. Benteen, 
these would make a fabulous pairing. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000
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49041 Frederick Benteen: His Campaign Hat, from the Black Hills Expedition through the Little Bighorn. This is one of the handful of most 
important pieces in this sale. This is almost identical to the model 1872 campaign hat described in lot number 11169. The main difference, of course, 
is that this one belonged to a company , commander in the 7th Cavalry and was worn - as a campaign hat ought to be - on campaign. In fact, Benteen 
wore it enough that the lining is gone and the maker’s stamp (probably Pettibone” has been rubbed out. It is somewhat stiff, and the crown has tears 
at the folds. At one time, before other examples of the 1872 campaign hat turned up in private collections, this was thought to be one of only two 
or three that survived. A curator at the Smithsonian famously requested it for their collections, not necessarily because of Benteen’s ownership but 
because there was not another like it in the National Museum of American History! It is still unique, and more significant than ever as an exceptional 
relic of Cavalry field service during the Great Sioux War. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $5,000

49042 Capt. F. W. Benteen: His Lemaire Military Binoculars. Armand Lemaire 
began making optics in 1846 at Paris. During the American Civil War, France - and 
especially the Lemaire firm - was a major supplier of binoculars to both sides. It can’t 
be known when Capt. Benteen acquired these, but like other field officers during the 
Indian Wars, he found them invaluable for scouting duty. In his military biography 
Harvest of Barren Regrets: The Army Career of Frederick William Benteen, Charles K. Mills 
describes their use during the fateful 25th of June, 1876. Following Custer’s orders, 
“Benteen obediently led his battalion out of the column and started at a brisk walk 
toward the line of bluffs Custer had pointed out. Lieutenant Frank Gibson was sent 
galloping ahead with six enlisted men (and Benteen’s French field glasses) to climb 
to the top of the bluffs and see what was in the valley beyond.” (p. 253, emphasis 
added) 

These field glasses were among the few of Benteen’s keepsakes that he managed 
to save from a devastating barn fire at his Atlanta home. His son Frederick Wilson 
“Freddie” Benteen gave them to historian Colonel W. A. Graham who in turn gave 

them to Hugh Shick (see the note accompanying the binoculars). They are still serviceable with fine optics. The black leather cover is intact with a few 
scuffs and chips. They stand 7” tall. The lens shades on the front of the barrels add two inches when fully extended. 

There cannot be many military souvenirs of the Battle of the Little Bighorn that are more significant.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750
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49043 Gen. Frederick W. Benteen: Personal Effects. Given by his son Lt. Col. Fred Benteen to Custer historian Col. W. A. Graham. Most of 
Benteen’s personal belongings were burned in a home fire. Fortunately for historians and buffs of the Little Bighorn, he had given W. W. Cooke’s note 
to a friend and former officer, Lt. Robert N. Price (1847-1889) whose descendents sold it to a group that bought it for the museum at West Point. Here, 
the beaded American flag souvenir was made by a Lakota woman for sale to soldiers. According to the note of provenance written by collector Hugh 
Schick, Freddie said that his father had bought the beaded fob before 1872. The other two pieces are the gold watch chain with its carved black fob 
which Benteen may have carried during his western campaigns, and a folding knife which dates from about 1890 and was probably purchased by 
Benteen in Atlanta.

Are there other personal items belonging to Benteen in private collections? We know of none.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $4,000

49044 Frederick Benteen: An 1878 7th Cavalry Receipt with a Fine, Bold Black 
Ink Signature. Issued at Fort Rice it is in great condition with fine display appeal. Lt. 
William Badger (1826-1897) was a scion of one of the first families of New Hampshire, 
a Dartmouth graduate, and a veteran officer of the Civil War. It is noteworthy that this 
receipt is dated two years to the day after the Battle of the Little Bighorn. What might 
have been going through Benteen’s mind as he attended to the routine business of a 
company commander? 8.375” x 3.5”.
Starting Bid: $750
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49045 Frederick Benteen: Official Government Report of His 1887 
Court Martial for Drunkenness. In the fall of 1886, while in command 
of Fort Chase, Utah, Benteen was found to have engaged in drunken 
behavior on several occasions. Initially, he was sentenced to dismissal 
from the army, but in light of his long years of service, his sentence 
was commute by President Cleveland to one year’s suspension at half 
pay. Three pages, 5” x 7.5”. Excellent appearance, but very fragile and 
partially separated at spine, with several fine tears.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $100

49046 Marcus Reno: A Civil War Era Carte de Visite of Reno as a 1st 
Cavalry Officer.  Logo of Bendann Bro, 207 Baltimore Street on verso. 
Excellent condition on this quite scarce CDV.
Starting Bid: $500

49047 Thomas Weir and Marcus Reno: A Pair of Scarce Civil War-
dated Clipped Signatures. Reno, of course, needs no introduction. 
Weir is an important figure in Little Bighorn lore. He commanded 
Company “D” and was with Benteen’s contingent. When they arrived on 
the scene, Reno had already retreated to a hill top defensive position 
where he was joined by Weir’s men. A small group of soldiers, led by 
Weir and eventually joined by Benteen, attempted to reach the location 
of Custer’s embattled command. However, they met with overwhelming 
resistance and were forced to turn back around three miles from the 
Custer battlefield. Today, the spot where they drew closest to the 
fighting is still honored as Weir Point.

Thomas Weir was emotionally and ultimately physically destroyed by 
the tragedy of Little Bighorn. He exhibited extreme symptoms of what 
is known today as Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. Posted back to New 
York City, he soon became unwilling to go outside and drank heavily. In 
a state of extreme depression, he died less than six months following 
Little Bighorn.
Starting Bid: $500
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49048 Major Marcus Reno: A Highly Important Document Reflecting on the Esteem in Which He Was Held by His Men in the Aftermath of 
Little Bighorn. This is a period copy of a petition sent by his men on July 4, 1876, to request the president and congress to elevate Reno to the rank 
of lieutenant colonel with command of the 7th Cavalry. The content is so arresting, we present it here in its entirety:

“To his Excellency the President
And the honorable Representatives
Of the United States. 

Gentleman,

“We the enlisted men the survivors of the battle on the heights of Little Horn River, on the 25th and 26th of June 1876, of the 7th Regiment of Cavalry 
who subscribe our names to this petition, most earnestly solicit the President and Representatives of our Country, that the vacancies among the 
Commissioned Officers of our Regiment, made by the slaughter of our brave, heroic now lamented Lieutenant Colonel George A. Custer, and the 
other noble dead Commissioned Officers of our Regiment who fell close by him on the bloody field, daring the savage demons to the last, be filled 
by the officers of the Regiment only. That Major M.A. Reno, be our Lieutenant Colonel since Custer, killed; Captain F.W. Benteen our Major since Reno, 
promoted. The other vacancies to be filled by officers of the Regiment by seniority. Your petitioners know this to be contrary to the established 
rule of promotion, but prayerfully solicit a deviation from the usual rule in this case, as it will be conferring a bravely fought for and a justly merited 
promotion on Officers who by their bravery, coolness and decision on the 25th and 26th of June 1876, saved the lives of every man now living of the 
7th Cavalry who participated in the battle, one of the most bloody on record and one that would have ended with the loss of life of every Officer and 
enlisted man on the field; only for the position taken by Major Reno, which we held with bitter tenacity against fearful odds to the last.

“To support this assertion-had our position been taken 100 yards back from the brink of the heights overlooking the river we would have been 
entirely cut off from water; and from behind those heights the Indian demons would have swarmed in hundreds picking off our men by detail, and 
before midday June 26th not on officer or enlisted man of our Regiment would have been left to tell of our dreadful fate as we then would have been 
completely surrounded.

“With the prayerful hope that our petition be granted, we have the honor to forward it through our Commanding Officer.”

This is an official 1878 copy, marked “Exhibit No. 10”, signed by Adjutant General E. D. Townsend, for use as evidence in the Reno Court of Inquiry 
which judged his performance during the battle. The original was composed at a “Camp on Big Horn on Yellowstone River” on July 4, 1876, less than 
ten days after the disastrous battle. It constitutes a rousing endorsement of Major Reno, who would later come under such criticism. Perhaps its 
sincerity was an important factor in his eventual exoneration.

Also included is an early white-on-black photocopy of the original signed petition and General Sherman’s comments on it, together with the original 
1951 cover letter from the General Services Administration to Little Bighorn historian W. A. Graham, who had ordered the copies.

The original signed petition will, of course, never be available for private ownership. But here we have the next best thing, a handwritten official copy 
created in 1878 under the auspices of the adjutant general and used in Major Reno’s trial. 7½ sides, each 7.75” x 12.125”. Excellent condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,000
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49049 Document of Discharge for Indian Scout Round Wooden 
Cloud, Signed by Maj. Marcus Reno and 1st Lt. George D. Wallace.  
On September 30, 1876, Reno signed this Civil-War-surplus document of 
discharge at Ft. Abraham Lincoln for one of Custer’s scouts. Apparently, 
the scout owed money to the post trader, William Harrison, for on 6 
October, Lt. Wallace signed on the back that all was square. Round 
Wooden Cloud, also known as Buffalo Ancestor, was not an Arikara but 
a Lakota married to an Arikara woman who at the time of this discharge 
had served two six-month enlistments as a scout for Custer and the 7th 
Cavalry. The document shows general aging and tape residue at the top.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49050 Marcus Reno: A Fascinating Official Government Report on His May 1877 Court Martial 
for Conduct Unbecoming an Officer. In an episode reminiscent of recent events, Reno, who at 
the time was in command at Fort Abercrombie, D.T., was involved in an ongoing series of improper 
advance toward the wife of a subordinate, Captain Bell. The court martial found him guilty on most 
counts, and the initial sentence was that he be dismissed from the army. However, in the light of his 
distinguished twenty years of service, President Grant commuted the sentence to suspension of rank 
and pay for two years- still an onerous finding. Six pages, 4.75” x 7”, and in excellent condition save for 
soft fold lines from old quarter-folding.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250
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49051 Charles DeRudio: An Important Handwritten and Signed Document by this Colorful Little Bighorn Survivor. In this August 3, 1866, 
missive to Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, DeRudio recounts his qualifications and applies for a commission as a first lieutenant in the United States 
Army. Born in Venice, Italy, DeRudio explains his military education and declares that his military experience included service when “The Revolutionary 
War of my country (Italy) having broken out in 1848... [he] espoused the Cause and served as an Officer during the struggle for independence [sic].” “During 
the Rebillion [sic] of this (my adopted) Country” he served the Union cause, rising from the rank of a Volunteer private to that of a second lieutenant in 
the 2nd U. S. Col’d Infantry, a commission received from the “much lamented President Lincoln.” He received hi commission as requested in September 
1867.

DeRudio was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 7th Cavalry in 1867, and quickly emerged as one of its most colorful and memorable 
personalities. He served under Benteen, who because of DeRudio’s incessant boasting and references to his aristocratic ancestry quickly nicknamed 
him “Count No Account.” But, by all reports, DeRudio was an effective officer. On the Little Bighorn campaign, he was in command of Company “E”, 
and by all rights, should have gone to his death with Custer. However, Custer replaced him with a personal favorite, Algernon Smith, and assigned 
DeRudio to Smith’s former command, Company “A”. The substitution would save DeRudio’s life and cost Smith his.

During the battle, DeRudio’s company was in the forefront of Major Reno’s assault on the Indian encampment. He gained fame when he became 
separated from the main body of troops during the frantic retreat, lost his horse, and was able to remain hidden in the timber for thirty-six hours 
before he managed to rejoin the defensive position on Reno Hill. During his concealment, he was forced to witness, through the brush, the ritual 
mutilation of his dead comrades by the Lakota women. He continued to serve in the Indian Wars until retiring from the Army with the rank of major 
in 1896.

Because of his colorful history, items related to Charles DeRudio have always been especially prized by collectors. This document, signed and entirely 
in his elegant hand, is in beautiful condition. Two pages measuring 7.75” x 12.25”.

For more on “Count Carlo,” see Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, pp. 88-89.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500
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49052 Charles DeRudio: Notification of His 1867 Commission as a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. 
Army. The companion piece to the adjacent application by DeRudio, this is an official period true copy of 
a letter from Interim Secretary of War Ulysses S. Grant, informing the applicant that, subject to passing the 
required examination, he has been granted a commission. 7.75” x 9.75” and in beautiful condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300

49053 Captain Charles DeRudio: His Request for Leave, Endorsed by a Pantheon of Army brass. 
During the fall and winter of 1890, Captain DeRudio fell ill, probably of bronchitis. He missed the 7th 
Cavalry’s ill-starred action at Wounded Knee (more evidence of a charmed life?), and was given six 
months’ sick leave. He returned to his home in San Diego, and near the end of his leave requested another 
three months’ leave of absence. This letter was dictated or transcribed for him, perhaps because of 
infirmity, since the hand and signature are not his. Shaky handwriting would have lent strength to the 
those seeking his forced retirement. The letter itself, 7.75” x 10.25”, is written in clear pencil, and the entire 
document is in excellent condition.

De Rudio’s request was routinely endorsed on May 21 by Lt. Col. Caleb Henry Carlton (1836-1923), 
acting commander of the 7th. Carlton was a much breveted Civil War veteran who had, as a Confederate 
prisoner of war, survived Libby Prison. A week later Brig. Gen. Wesley Merritt, commanding the 
Department of the Missouri, added his signature but noted, “This officer has been recommended for 
retirement.” 

The “routine” request for leave of absence now seemed less than assured. The Adjutant General’s 
office, including soon-to-be Adjutant General Robert Williams (1829-1901), sent the request to the 
Commanding General of the Army, Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield (1831-1906). Schofield initialed his 
order to “Grant leave until the question of Capt. De Rudio’s examination for retirement is decided.”

No doubt much relieved, De Rudio recovered sufficiently to return to duty. He retired at last in 1896 and lived in San Diego until his death in 1910. 

See Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, p. 255.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49054 Charles Varnum: A Rare Autographed Cabinet 
Photo by a Fort Lincoln Photographer. Boldly inscribed 
and signed in ink on verso: “Respectfully Chas. A Varnum 1st Lt. 
[illegible] 7 Cavalry”. Varnum was a key player in the events of 
Little Bighorn, serving as Custer’s chief of scouts during the 
campaign.

In a famous episode, Varnum and several Crow scouts took 
Custer to a vantage point now known as the “Crow’s Nest,” 
from which the Indian camp could be seen in the distance. 
They attempted to warn Custer of the enemy strength, but he 
failed to see what they did and returned to lead the regiment 
into the fateful battle.

This cabinet card, in beautiful condition, is by O. S. Goff, Fort 
Lincoln, D.T. It undoubtedly dates circa 1876, making it special 
indeed.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750



Auction #6197  |  Saturday, June 9, 2018  |  11:00 AM CT  29

49055 Charles Varnum’s 7th 
Cavalry Outfit. This may well be the 
most nearly complete set of uniform 
accessories belonging to an officer 
of Custer’s 7th Cavalry that remains 
in private hands. Originally obtained 
from the Varnum estate by an 
Arizona collector, most of the pieces 
were marked “C A V” for “Charles 
Albert Varnum.” Varnum (1849-1936) 
graduated from the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point in 1872 and 
almost immediately joined the 7th 
Cavalry as a second lieutenant. He 
was made first lieutenant on that 
fateful day - June 25, 1876 — and 
served at that rank for another 
fourteen years and one month until 
finally being promoted to captain 
in 1890. This is a reflection on the 
slowness of promotion in the Old 
Army rather than on Varnum’s 
qualities as an officer. 

During the 7th Cavalry’s ill-fated 
march in 1876, Lieutenant Varnum 
commanded the company of 
Indian and civilian scouts who first 
spotted the great village of Sitting 
Bull and his allies. It was Varnum 
who led Custer to the Crow’s Nest 
that looked out on the valley of the 
Little Bighorn. As battle plans were 
hurriedly made, he was assigned 
to his own Company “C” which 
participated in the opening charge 
as part of Reno’s battalion. He was remembered by the survivors of the Reno-Benteen fight for his cool leadership even after being wounded twice. 
Almost twenty years later he was awarded the Medal of Honor for the initiative and gallantry he showed in saving his company from destruction at 
Wounded Knee. In between, he served with distinction as regimental quartermaster during the period that included the Nez Perce campaign of 1877. 
In 1879 he was one of the officers called to testify at the Reno Court of Inquiry. 

But like many others of his generation, Varnum would have to wait for the retirements of those officers whose careers were forged during the Civil 
War. All this is by way of explanation for the lieutenant’s bars on the shoulder knots of a uniform that dates from the early 1880s. 
 
The centerpiece of this grouping is the Model 1881 dress helmet, complete with plume, chin strap chain, and deluxe cord with waffles, in excellent 
condition. The 7th Cavalry shield and other brass fittings are gold-washed. The helmet was manufactured by Horstmann of Philadelphia, arguably the 
maker of the highest quality headgear for the Indian Wars army. The sweat band shows some slight sweat stains, but the red silk lining is fully intact. 
Most remarkably, the inside crown bears a paper label signed in his hand “C Varnum.” Even without its association with one of the best-known 
officers of the 7th Cavalry, this is an extraordinary piece.

His 7th Cavalry officer’s shoulder knots were obviously a source of pride to Varnum - they are in fine condition and show virtually no fading. 
They are lined beneath in blue wool, and the buttons and fittings are gold-washed. The silver thread of the regimental insignia “7” and of the first 
lieutenant’s bars is intact and untarnished. The gold braid is as shiny and unrubbed as new. Varnum’s bullion saber belt with both straps attached 
is 35” long (his girth would grow prodigiously before he retired in 1907) was made by Ridabock & Company of New York and features a gold-washed 
eagle buckle plate. 

With this grouping is an officer’s Model 1872 dress saber, also by Ridabock, with its bullion saber knot. The shoulder knots and saber belt 
accompany a cavalry officer’s 1879-pattern 14-button frock coat. The name “Wagner” is inked in the lining. The pair of cavalry breeches, 36” in 
overall length, bear Ridabock-marked buttons.

Rounding out the personal items from the Varnum estate are two pocket watches and a pair of white cotton dress gloves. The gloves are lightly soiled 
and moisture-stained. Neither of the watches is in running condition. The first, made by the Illinois Watch Company in about 1896 is missing its crystal 
and hands. The serial number is 1338440. The second, SN 3607952, was manufactured in about 1900 by the New York Standard Watch Company and 
is missing only its second hand. Varnum may have carried one or the other in 1926 when he attended the 50th Anniversary Commemoration of the 
Last Stand in Montana. When he died ten years later, he had outlived all of his brother officers from the Battle of the Little Bighorn. 

For more information, see pages 132-133 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and Times (Agua Dulce, CA: Glen Swanson Productions, 2004).
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $15,000
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49056 Charles Varnum’s Beaded Gauntlets! How and when Varnum 
acquired these beautiful gauntlets is unknown. They are fully lined and 
made of deerskin with northern plains (possibly Cree) floral beading. 
Their condition is excellent. Varnum most likely kept them for show 
rather than for wear. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400

49057 Charles Varnum: Colorful Autograph Letter Signed to 
Colonel W. A. Graham about The Battle. No date, circa 1925. Varnum 
continued to be a source for historians until his death in 1936. This 
letter to Graham, who was still doing the research for The Story of the 
Little Bighorn (1926), is especially vivid in his recounting of the siege at 
Reno hill. The attacking Indians had begun using captured carbines and 
their .45-70 ammunition. Regarding the difference between cartridges 
loaded with 70 grains of powder versus 55 grains of powder, Varnum 
writes, “On this hill most of the bullets came in with a zip sound. Then 
a zing-g-g sound came. That made you take notice.” See Swanson, G. A. 
Custer: His Life and Times, p. 258.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250

49058 Captain Myles Keogh: Swashbuckling Photographic 
Portrait in Dress Uniform, circa 1874. Belonged to the Keogh 
Family. The picture is 11” x 9”, and is a carbon enlargement of a smaller 
print. The photographer, “Lafayette,” is the well-known New York portrait 
photographer Washington Lafayette Germon (1822-1877). Keogh had 
given this photograph to his brother Tom Keogh in Carlow, Ireland, 
probably while visiting his family on furlough in 1874. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750

49059 Myles Keogh: Autograph Letter Signed to the Secretary 
of State, August 23, 1869. Captain Myles Walter Keogh (1840-1876) 
is writing in application for a passport to visit Europe, probably family 
in Ireland. The letter is signed “M. W. Keogh/ Capt 7th Cavalry.” On the 
back, the endorsement reads: “Myles W Keogh was appointed captain 
7th regiment U.S. Cavy. July 28, 1866, and is still in service as such...” It 
is signed “J.C. Kelton, Asst. Adj. Genl.” and dated August 23 - fast service, 
indeed. Kelton (1828-1893) served as Adjutant General of the Army 
from 1889 to 1892.

An envelope addressed in Keogh’s hand to “T. Keogh Esq/ Park House/ 
Carlow/ Ireland” is included. One of the postmarks is from Auburn, N.Y., 
home of close friends of Keogh and the place of his final burial in 1877.

Also included is a semi-literate letter from one Robert Kehoe addressed 
from Laurel, Montana, to his brother James in 1894. “Kehoe” is a variant 
spelling of “Keogh,” but he is no relation to Myles Keogh. The main 
interest here is that Robert, caught up in the severe depression of 
the 1890s, states his intention of enlisting in the army - at nearby Fort 
Keogh.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750
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49060 Myles Keogh: Autograph Letter Signed to his Brother Sam, 
Boasting of His Appointment to the Regular Army, October 27, 1866. 
Keogh puts himself in company with the three Civil War major generals 
who likewise garnered post-war appointments to the 7th Cavalry as the 
three ranking officers of the regiment. They are Col. Andrew Jackson 
Smith (1815-1897), “one of our most distinguished Major Generals;” Lt. Col. 
George A. Custer, “the Cavalry Genl;” and Major Alfred Gibbs (1823-1868), 
“another Cavalry Genl.” In a second reference comparing himself to the 
famous Custer, Keogh writes: “This is for one of my age almost unprecedented 
in the Regular Army - with probably the exception of Genl Custer & one or two 
others in higher grades.”

Much of the letter concerns itself with family business, including the 
obligation he feels to pay off his sister’s dowry. At the end, he signs 
twice. First, simply as “your brother/M. W. Keogh;” and again, boldly, after a 
postscript, “Capt. M. W. Keogh/ 7th U.S. Cavalry/ Fort Riley/ Kansas.” 

From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500

49061 Lt. Henry M. Harrington: A Rare Large Albumen Photo of this Officer Killed at 
Little Bighorn.  This is undoubtedly from an album of photos of the graduating members 
of the West Point Class of 1872. Harrington was in Custer’s battalion, and his remains were 
never recovered or identified. This rare image is in perfect condition and measures 3.875” x 
5.75”, double-mounted onto a 10” x 12.75” stiff album page. There is a partial tear/ flake in the 
upper left hand corner of the mount, not affecting the image.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49062 2nd Lieutenant Henry M. Harrington: Tintype from the Collection of Thomas McDougall. 
Though he was just four years out of West Point, Henry Moore Harrington (1849-1876) commanded 
Company “C” at the Little Bighorn and was thought to be lost with the rest of Keogh’s battalion. His 
body was not identified, and his fate remained unknown. His widow spent three years, some of them 
in Montana, trying to find answers. According to historian Walt Cross (Custer’s Lost Officer: The Search 
for Lieutenant Henry Moore Harrington, 7th U.S. Cavalry, 2006) Harrington’s remains were found a year 
later somewhat east of the battlefield but not identified. Rather, they found their way eventually to the 
Smithsonian to be eventually identified through forensic evidence. This exceedingly rare tintype shows 
him looking quite serious in his fatigue blouse and undress pillbox cap. He was one of the officers who 
sought to emulate Custer. Harrington is known to have worn buckskins. In this photograph, he seems to 
have let his hair grow in frank admiration of his commander. See Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and times, 
p. 119.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500
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49063 Lieutenant James Calhoun: A Rare Autographed Carte de 
Visite of Custer’s Brother-in-Law, who Perished with Him at Little 
Bighorn. A Civil War image with logo of Charles Gentile & Co on verso; 
it depicts Calhoun as an officer of the 32nd Infantry. He was often called 
“The Adonis of the Seventh” because of his striking good looks. Calhoun 
married Custer’s sister Margaret in 1872, and was an integral part of 
Custer’s inner circle, often called the “Custer Clan.” 

At Little Bighorn he commanded Company “L” and was assigned to 
guard Custer’s flank. He and his men formed a defensive perimeter 
on what is now called Calhoun Hill and, by all accounts, acquitted 
themselves with discipline and valor until they were overwhelmed.
Starting Bid: $1,500

49064 Margaret Custer Calhoun: Manuscript Lament as the 7th 
Departed from Fort Abraham Lincoln. After her husband, Lt. James 
Calhoun, led the 7th Cavalry’s Company “L” west from Ft. Lincoln, never 
to return, “Maggie” was apparently in a romantic and perhaps fearful 
frame of mind. She wrote out from memory the lyrics to the popular 
song “What Would You Do, Love?” by Irish artist and songwriter Samuel 
Lover (1797-1868) and dated it, in her hand: “Ft. A. Lincoln D.T./May 25th 
1876.”

G. A. Custer’s young sister Margaret Emma (1852-1910) and Lt. James 
Calhoun (1845-1876) met in 1870, fell in love, and married in 1872. 
Like her sister-in-law Libby, in widowhood, she eventually moved to 
Manhattan. Unlike Libby, Maggie remarried in 1904 but lived just over 
five more years. The paper has some staining at the fold, but the writing 
is clear, 7.5” x 12.25”.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250
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49065 Lieutenant McIntosh’s Wedding Ring, a Poignant Souvenir.  Lt. Donald McIntosh and the patriotically named Lt. Francis Marion Gibson, 
married to sisters Mollie and Katherine Garrett, were commissioned 2nd Lieutenants in the 7th Cavalry at almost the same time in late 1867. 
McIntosh, younger brother of the legendary scout and guide for General Crook, Archie McIntosh (1834-1902), was promoted to 1st Lieutenant in 
Company “G” in 1870, Gibson to 1st Lieutenant in Company “H” in 1871. As part of Reno’s battalion, McIntosh was killed in the valley during the 
fight at the south end of the Indian Village. Gibson fought with Benteen’s battalion. After the battle, as the troopers were trying to find their missing 
comrades, Gibson was able to identify his friend and brother-in-law’s remains. 

Cementing Gibson’s identification of the body was this unusual button, black gutta percha with the embossed scene of a one-story homestead, 
surrounded by trees, with a rail fence in the foreground. Gibson said that his brother-in-law was given these buttons before the regiment marched 
out of Fort Abraham Lincoln.

The ring, gold with a small diamond in the Old European Cut style, bears the initials inside of Donald and Mollie, “DM & MM,” and the numerals “66” 
for 1866, the year they were wed. It was found in 1995 near the position where McIntosh was killed. There can’t be a more personal emblem of loss 
among the 7th Cavalry dead!

See Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, pages 100-101, for more of the story.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $5,000

49066 Whiskey Flask, Small Comfort at Little Bighorn. This silver flask, 
monogrammed with a professionally engraved “W,” was carried by 7th Cavalry 
officer George Daniel Wallace throughout his career, possibly even at West Point: it 
is grouped in this sale with two of Wallace’s textbooks, both signed. (One of them, 
his geometry textbook, bears the additional note in his hand “June 9th1870 Boning 
for X examination,” possibly to explain the liquid stains - whiskey? - on the cover and 
flyleaf.) Wallace, a South Carolinian whose folks were stout Unionists, graduated from 
the U.S. Military Academy in 1872, a roommate and classmate of Charles Varnum. 
Like Varnum, he was commissioned immediately as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 7th, and 
also like Varnum he was raised to 1st Lieutenant on the fateful 25th of June, 1876. 
As second in command of Company “G”, he charged the south end of the Indian 
village with Reno’s battalion. Wallace was promoted to captain in 1885, and his story 
diverges from Varnum’s in another significant and tragic way - he was killed in action 
on December 29, 1890, at Wounded Knee.

See Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, pages 128-129.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000
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49067 Lt. George D. Wallace: Collection of Six Pieces of Related 
Ephemera. Three letters from the beginning of his career are torn and 
taped but still entirely legible. Even though they are chatty, addressed 
in one case to his father and in the other two to his mother, they are 
full of interest because he was such a conscientious and observant 
young man. The letter to his mother from West Point, shortly before 
his graduation, is signed “Your Son,/ Cadet Lieutenant G. D. Wallace.” The 
second letter to his mother describes his Reconstruction duty not far 
from his family home in South Carolina, his first assignment with the 
7th Cavalry. He signs his full name here: “Your Son,/ George D. Wallace/ 
Lieut 7th Cavalry.” The third, written as he is on his way to his first frontier 
posting, is addressed “Dear Father.” “When we get to Fort Rice,” he writes, 
“we will be at the starting point of our summer campaign.” He signs 
formally, “Your Son,/ G. D.. Wallace/ 2 Lt. 7 Cav.” The three documents 
are actually two: one is the manuscript for the printed version naming 
Wallace as a member of a board of examination.

The remarkable thing about this small collection is that it includes three 
full signatures of a Little Bighorn survivor. Wallace, as noted earlier, was 
fated to be killed in action at Wounded Knee in 1890.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49068 James Ezekiel Porter: Very Rare Carte de Visite Image of 
one of the Officers Killed at Little Bighorn. A Maine native, Porter 
graduated from West Point in 1869 and was commissioned a 2nd 
lieutenant in the 7th Cavalry. He commanded “I” Company, which was 
wiped out with Custer at Little Bighorn. Sadly, just before the regiment 
departed from Fort Lincoln, he had requested “a transfer to the general 
staff for a more settled way of life” because his wife had just given birth 
to their second child.

Porter’s body was never identified, although his bloodstained buckskin 
jacket with a bullet hole was found in a nearby Indian village by soldiers 
searching for evidence of Custer’s whereabouts. It was the first piece of 
evidence found which gave mute testimony to the fate of Custer and 
his men.

The CDV is in excellent condition, with the back stamp of “Merrill, 
Photographer, Farmington, Me.”
Starting Bid: $900

49069 Thomas McDougall: A Cabinet Photo by D. F. Barry. McDougall commanded the pack train 
supporting Custer at Little Bighorn, and joined the Reno/ Benteen defensive position after Custer and 
his men were wiped out. He went on to serve in the Indian Wars until 1890, and commanded part of the 
escorting troops when Chief Joseph and his family surrendered. Excellent condition with identification in 
ink below his image.
Starting Bid: $400
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49070 Capt. Thomas Mower McDougall: Ensemble of Personal 
Mementos. Supposedly Captain McDougall’s “B” Company was meant to be 
part of Custer’s battalion on June 25th. But because McDougall overslept 
and missed the strategy meeting, he and his company were “exiled” to 
guarding Lt. Mathey’s pack train. “Custer’s luck” ran out; McDougall’s luck 
was to spare him and most of his men to fight another day.

Whatever turn their careers might have taken after Little Bighorn, the 7th 
Cavalry officers who were there that day found their lives and their memory 
defined by the event. It wore hard on some. Because he had become so 
physically unfit, McDougall (1845-1909) was forced to retire from the Army 
in 1890. As the photograph accompanying this lot seems to show, he 
settled back in his corpulence among mementos of his career. Despite the 
dour face, he was good-natured and generous-spirited. Notice that he sits 
among a halo of Indian photographs- above his head is Curly, Custer’s Crow 
scout. To his left are Sitting Bull, Gall, and others. Late in life, he was quoted 
as saying of those warrior peoples he had warred against and who had 
killed his 7th Cavalry confreres: “poor human fellows, they did what all of us 
would have done, so I long ago forgave them from the bottom of my heart.”

McDougall clung to a few items of particular significance to him. His Indian 
Wars medal (also in this auction), photographs of friends, a few documents, 
letters, and the relics of his campaigns, including Little Bighorn. Among the 
items in this special group is his presentation saber with white sharkskin 
handle wrapped in gold thread and brass ornamented scabbard. This saber 
and scabbard were at one time protected in this beautiful Indian-made 
fringed and beaded doe-skin sheath that can be seen in the photograph 
hanging on the wall beneath the “Dunlallie” sign. McDougall’s model 1860 
service saber, which can also be identified in the photograph hanging 
on the wall directly behind McDougall’s head. He also kept the decorative 
gilded chain and cavalry buttons from his dress helmet. Finally, and 

perhaps most important, McDougall kept his emblem of regiment and rank, his bullion shoulder knot with sterling captains bars and “7” 
embroidered on the field, a faded cavalry-yellow in color. 
 
A sentimental but important grouping from one of the significant participants in the Battle of the Little Bighorn, see Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times, pages 108-109 and 260.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $15,000



36  To view full descriptions, enlargeable images and bid online, visit HA.com/6197

49071 Fort Yates, 1878: Terrific Photograph of the Officers in Full Dress, All 
Identified by Capt. Thomas McDougall. The 8”x10” albumen photograph shows 
McDougall standing left, and post commander Col. Charles C. Gilbert (1822-1903) 
of the 17th Infantry seated center. All seventeen of the men are identified - in 
McDougall’s hand - on the back of the card.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $600

     
49072 Captain Thomas McDougall: First Issue Indian Campaign Medal. The Indian Campaign medal was authorized in 1907 for presentation to 
veterans of the Indian Wars campaigns between 1865 and 1891. The first medals (1¼” in diameter) struck very distinctly show the double rim. The first 
ribbons were of solid red silk moire. Ribbons for medals issued beginning in 1917 have two vertical black stripes. 

The Indian Campaign Medal is rare in the first issue. Those that can be identified to their recipients are exceedingly rare. That this one was awarded 
to an officer - a company commander - who was engaged at the Little Bighorn makes it one of a kind. For more on Thomas Mower McDougall, see 
Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, pp. 108-109.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $3,000
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49073 Thomas McDougall: Letter from Him to His Wife, November 
7, 1876. Dated “Evening, Fargo Dakota Territory,” this is a 4-page letter 
of love and affectionate longing for home and hearth. Remarkably, it is, 
as McDougall tells his wife, his second missive to her that day. Less than 
five months after the fight at Little Bighorn, McDougall misses the “girl 
he left behind.” He signs himself, “Your old loving boy, Tom.”
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400

49074 Thomas McDougall’s Appointment as 2nd Lieutenant. 
McDougall is one of those fortunate officers who, after the Civil War, 
lost not a day of pay (though he was reduced in grade from captain of 
volunteers). Interestingly, though he was mustered out of the 5th U.S. 
Volunteer Infantry in August, 1866, this appointment as 2nd Lieutenant 
in the 32nd Infantry dates from 10 May 1866, and was dated above the 
facsimile signatures of Secretary of War Edwin Stanton and President 
Andrew Johnson on 11 April 1867. Imagine how the paperwork must 
have piled up as the largest standing army in the world demobilized! 
This document is signed in the upper left corner by Assistant 
Adjutant General Edward D. Townsend who became Adjutant 
General of the Army in 1869. 

McDougall was a key Little Bighorn figure, commanding the pack train 
which brought up the rear behind Benteen’s column. Custer urgently 
requested the packs be brought forward to support him, but by the 
time they arrived the access route to where he was embattled was 
blocked by hostile forces.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750

49075 Thomas McDougall: His GAR Memo Book, Card Case, and 
a Surprise! In 1883 McDougall was inducted - “mustered” - into the 
newly formed George A. Custer Post of the Civil War Union Veterans 
organization, the Grand Army of the Republic. He boldly signed the 
inside cover “T.M. McDougall/ Captain 7th U.S. Cavalry/ Fort Yates, D.T./ 
May 14, 1883.” In 1886 he listed the Fort Yates GAR officers in his own 
hand, himself at the top as post commander.

Accompanying the booklet is a leather business card case with a paper 
label pasted inside and the typed name and address of “Major T. M. 
McDougall.” The surprise is this: in his card case he carried the business 
card of the General of the Army autographed verso, “W. T. Sherman/ 
General.”
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300



38  To view full descriptions, enlargeable images and bid online, visit HA.com/6197

49076 Thomas McDougall: His Personal Pocket-sized Prayer Book 
and His Scrapbook of Items Related to Little Bighorn. Included is an 
interesting clipping from a 1903 newspaper article in which McDougall 
commented on common misconceptions about the battle. Covers both 
show wear, but overall in very good condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $100

49077 Thomas Mower McDougall’s Certificate of Membership as 
a Son of the American Revolution. Everything about Tom McDougall 
seems outsized. His prodigious girth even contributed to his forced 
retirement in 1890. It seems appropriate, then, that this sale offers his 
outsized certificate of membership in the Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, dating from April 20, 1891. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $200

49078 Patent Photograph of the “McDougall Bait Bucket.” 
Albumen on a 5”x7” card showing a... bait bucket. McDougall’s signature 
is stamped three times, once on the face of the photograph and twice 
on the back. Thomas McDougall was a whimsical man. He was also an 
inventor and applied for a patent for this bucket intended to keep bait 
fresh.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $150

49079 Thomas McDougall: A Collection of Paper Ephemera. 
Including. (1) A photo of a mature McDougall dressed as “a summer 
girl”; (2) Autograph Letter Signed to his wife, signed “Tom”; (3) A late 
19th century McDougall ancestry record; (4) McDougall’s 1872 marriage 
certificate with original envelope; (5) 1911 Department of the Interior 
document awarding Alice McDougall, by “Special Act”, a premium of 
$30 per month after the death of her husband, who was “Captain 7 
Regiment United States Cav.”
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250
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49080 Captain Malcolm McArthur: Three Cartes de Visite, Two Autographed.  
Commander of Company “C,” 17th Infantry, Capt. McArthur (1841-1886) was one of 
the first officers on the scene of Custer’s disaster. These three photographs capture 
him at three distinct phases of his career. In the center (2” x 3.5”) is the first official 
picture taken of him as a plebe at West Point in the fall of 1861. He was already a 
serious twenty year old when he matriculated. On the left (2.125” x 3.5”) is Capt. 
McArthur in mid-career, probably in about 1875. His must have been one of the 
most luxuriant beards in the Infantry. The final picture, removed from a family album, 
shows McArthur at a point probably not long before his retirement in 1884. His 
cheeks are sunken, and his eyes and expression are weary. He lived just a little over 
a year in retirement, dying in February, 1886. Both of the photographs of McArthur 
as captain are autographed on the back. The mid-career signature is bolder, perhaps 
more self-assured than the later one, but both are strong and clear. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750

49081 Malcolm McArthur’s Dress Uniform.  This is a fabulous grouping 
that belonged to one of the first officers on the scene after Custer’s disaster. 
Captain Malcolm McArthur commanded Company “C,” 17th Infantry, marching 
with General Terry’s Dakota column. McArthur (1841-1886) graduated from the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1865. Even though he did not distinguish 
himself (he finished 53rd of 68), he was commissioned second lieutenant and 
immediately promoted to first lieutenant in the 17th Infantry. Within a little 
more than two years he was made captain. It’s possible that the Maine roots of 
the regiment, and perhaps the influence of McArthur’s older brother Bvt. Brig. 
Gen. William McArthur, had something to do with his rapid promotions. But 
the 17th also suffered severe losses from a cholera epidemic when posted to 
Reconstruction duty in Texas.

Malcolm McArthur was the youngest of six children born and raised in 
Limington, Maine. For all but William, the second oldest, their lives were 
somewhat star-crossed. The first, Arthur, Jr., wandered southwest before 
settling in Louisiana. He became lost to his family in another way as he joined 
the Confederate Army as an officer only to be killed in action in 1862 at age 32. 
One brother was lost at sea at age 17. Another brother lived only to middle age. 
Malcolm’s only sister was barely 30 when she died. In the months and years after 
Little Bighorn, Malcolm himself suffered from the rigors and hardships of frontier 
campaigning. He retired from the army at the end of November, 1884, and lived 
on for just over thirteen months. In this cabinet photo of Captain McArthur, 
he shows considerable pride and composure as he poses in his 1872-pattern 
undress blouse.

The centerpiece of this beautiful uniform set is the model 1872 officer’s 
full dress cap, 7” long and 5” high. The leather of the 2”-bill is brittle and 
slightly cracked, but the cap is otherwise in very good condition. The Infantry 
Officer’s white plume is fully intact. The bullion crossed rifles/ 17 insignia is 
surmounted by the regulation eagle shield embroidered in sterling thread. 

The front of the cap shows the effects of McArthur’s unstitching and restitching. The model 1872 cap was originally issued with the Infantry’s old 
“bugle” insignia, replaced in 1875 by the crossed rifles. The red satin lining is in fine condition. The maker was J. R. Ackerman & Son of New York.

McArthur’s 1879-pattern frockcoat, or dress coat, 34” overall in length, is in excellent condition. The lining has some wear but shows that it was 
well-cared for. The Infantry officer’s shoulder knots with embroidered captain’s bars and regimental “17” have a patina of - and this is hard to 
convey - a patina of service. The 1872 belt with saber hangers in the Infantry’s sky blue alternating with gold, made for a slender 33” waist, bears the 
mark of Schuyler, Hartley, & Graham, New York. 

Two practical items remind us of the soldier’s job. First is McArthur’s model 1874 cartridge box for his .45 Colt cartridges, black leather with two belt 
loops, 4” x 3.5” x 1.5”, well worn but sound and fully intact. Second is his Ghurka knife, or kukri, with a rusted but sharp 8.5” blade and 3” bone handle 
with brass cap. The black leather sheath is rubbed and scratched but intact. We can only speculate about McArthur’s exchange with a British colonial 
wars veteran. What did the Brit get in return?
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $5,000
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49082 Captain Malcolm McArthur: His Model 1872 Undress 
Blouse.  Commanding Company C, 17th Infantry, Captain McArthur 
was one of the first officers to see the scope of the 7th Cavalry’s horrific 
loss at Little Bighorn. His background and military biography have 
been recounted above as context for his spectacular dress uniform 
and accouterment. One part of that lot was a cabinet photograph of 
Captain McArthur in his infantry officer’s 1872-pattern 5-button undress 
or fatigue blouse. That blouse is offered here. The 1872 blouse, only a 
step removed from the basic (and somewhat frumpy) 4-button sack 
coat universally worn during the Civil War, was adapted into one of the 
handsomest military garments of the Old Army. With its frogging on 
the front and ribbon trim, along with the slightly tailored lines, Infantry-
blue shoulder straps with sterling-thread embroidered frame and 
captain’s bars, and with its full complement of brass Infantry “I” buttons 
- well, it is easy to understand why McArthur would look so composed 
yet so proud while sitting for the photographer. The wear inside and 
out is obvious, and the trim is rubbed and chipped in places, but the 
old coat is in pretty good shape for its age. Even without McArthur’s 
Little Bighorn association, this is a classic and essential piece of military 
apparel.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,000

49083 Malcolm McArthur Archive.  Young Captain McArthur is still 
a long way away from Little Bighorn in time and space. But there are 
some telling and worthwhile items in this small collection that give a 
glimpse of life and duty in the post-Civil War Army. First is a photograph 
showing Cadet McArthur in another pose looking coolly into the 
camera. In the published biographical sketch of Malcolm’s father, 
Arthur McArthur, the engraved portrait shows a stern and dauntingly 
successful man (a lawyer). Next are a telegram and a letter, both from 
1868, which name some of the officers who were McArthur’s colleagues. 
The two officers named in the telegram with whom he interacted were 
Col. Ebenezer Gay, an 1854 West Point graduate and Civil War veteran 
who did not have much longer to live (he died in 1871), and 1st Lt. 
Charles E. Morse of the 26th Infantry; Morse retired in 1884.

On September 24, 1868, Captain McArthur wrote a gossipy letter home 
to “Dear Mary.” Historians, by the way, no matter how zealously they 
guard their own and others’ privacy in the present, love to pry into 
other people’s business in the past. McArthur opened his letter from 
Fort Columbus (Governor’s Island, New York) by announcing his arrival 
and delivering a dig: “Here I am safe and sound but not as contented as I 
might be under the circumstances. It is only necessary to say Hayden still 
commands to give you an idea what I mean.” 

“Hayden” was Lt. Col. Julius Hayden of the 15th Infantry, post 
commander in his last Army assignment. Hayden was already a veteran 
at the start of the Mexican-American War! He was commissioned a 
2nd lieutenant in the 16th Infantry in January, 1839. After meritorious 
service during the Civil War, he undoubtedly was cranky and set in his 
ways. McArthur admitted being somewhat mouthy to his commanding 
officer, Hayden, and he wrote: “He is at present rather down on me but I 
am all right. The best way to get along with him is to keep out of his way.” 
Other officers McArthur mentioned, most of them Civil War veterans, 
were: Lt. Gulian Verplanck of the 5th Artillery; Capt. James Hopkins of 
the 35th Infantry; Capt. Edward P. Pearson of the 17th Infantry; Capt. 
William Henry McLaughlin, 26th Infantry; and Capt. John Brandt Parke, 
26th Infantry;

Accompanying these more or less happy documents are three receipts 
that may reveal a darker side of lonely frontier duty. In 1870 and 1871, 
H.J. Miller, the post trader at Fort Rice, D. T., and Durfee & Peck, at the 
Cheyenne Agency, S.D., submitted at different times invoices for liquor... 
nothing but liquor.
 
Reconstruction duty was not happy duty for most American officers. 
As the great landscape architect (he designed Central Park, New York 
City) Frederick Law Olmstead discovered and reported on a tour of the 
South after the Civil War, southerners were not repentant or remorseful. 
In Texas, McArthur was serving among a sullen and resentful people. 
Service on the Great Plains during the Great Sioux War did little to 
restore McArthur’s faith in progress, and old before his years, he died in 
1886. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500
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49084 Marked Spur Attributed to Corporal John Wild of Myles 
Keogh’s “I” Company. It was common practice for troopers to mark their 
property with initials. A “W” and “I” have been incised on the interior of the 
spur. Wild was the only member of “I” company with the initial “W.” The spur 
was found in the area of Sitting Bull’s camp.

Pictured on page 167 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000

     
49085 Document Signed in 1874 by Seventeen 7th Cavalry Troopers who Perished at Little Bighorn on June 25, 1876. There is nothing else 
like this. Hearing (wrongly, as it happens) that their witty and affable company commander was not going to be leading them on the Black Hills 
Expedition, the men of Company “E” took the unprecedented step of writing to 1st Lieutenant Thomas Mower McDougall of their disappointment. 
The letter, which follows in its entirety, was dated June 30, 1874. The expedition was scheduled to depart just two days later!

“Sir: The men of E Company 7th Cavalry learning that you will not accompany the Black Hills Expedition and that the company is to be commanded 
by another officer are desirous of expressing their regret at your not going in command and take this somewhat unusual means of showing it. We are 
sure that manny [sic] a day on the march we shall regret your absence and that manny times before we see Fort A. Lincoln again we will have good 
cause to feel sorry for this unfortunate event.

“Trusting that this blunt but honest expression at an unavoidable piece of bad luck may not be deemed out of place We remain Very respectfully,”

Forty-nine men, the entire company on hand, signed the letter. Two years later, seventeen of them - now under the command of 2nd Lieutenants 
Algernon Smith and James Sturgis - would fall at the Little Bighorn. 

We can hope that in the meantime they were given an extra ration of rum. McDougall (1845-1909), of course, survived the battle because he was in 
command of Company “B” which had been detailed to accompany Lt. Edward G. Mathey and the pack train. 

In Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, pp. 156-158, there are photographs of nine of the slain, including 1st Sergeant Frederick Hohmeyer, writer 
of the letter. The letter comprises two sheets of tablet paper. There is light staining at the folds, and the second sheet has very minor tears at the folds. 
All of the text and all of the signatures are clear and legible

From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $5,000
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49086 Lt. Edward G. Mathey: Document Signed by Little Bighorn 
Veteran. This much-soiled but legible and intact paper documents 
the discharge, in 1884, of one private John Grosbush, 7th Cavalry. 
It is signed twice by 1st Lt. Edward Gustave Mathey (1837-1915), 
commander of Company “K” at Fort Sill, Indian Territory, who attests 
to Grosbush’s “excellent” character. On June 25, 1876 Mathey 
commanded the pack train and with McDougall’s Company “B” 
survived the siege on Reno Hill. 

See Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, pp. 102-103.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250

49087 Theodore Evert: An Autograph Letter Signed from this 
Little Bighorn Survivor.  To “Mr. Townsend,” March 22, 1874, written 
from Fort Rice, D. T., downstream from Fort Abraham Lincoln, Evert’s 
chatty letter chats familiarly with a civilian who seems to have gone 
on to San Francisco. Townsend may have been a writer for the San 
Francisco Call. Evert was a trooper in Capt. Benteen’s Company “H”. He 
remarks in the letter on his gratitude to Townsend for remembering “the 
‘soldier boy,’ who by accident was thrown, in your society, for a few weeks...” 

In a noteworthy and memorable passage, Evert writes: “Since you left 
us on this bleak frontier, things have changed... Gen’l Custers building 
burned to the ground sometime in January. He saved all of his furniture and 
property... [But] the Indians are becoming very restless... “ Great content in 
a rare bit of saved soldier correspondence. Two pages on lined paper, 
black ink, and excellent condition except for some partial separation 
along original fold lines. 7.75” x 9.75”.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250

49088 William Slaper: 7th Cavalry Promotion Document for this 
Controversial Little Bighorn Survivor. This 1879 document elevates 
Slaper from private to corporal, and is signed by Colonel S. D. Sturgis. 
Sturgis was detached to St. Louis from the 7th at the time of Little 
Bighorn, but returned to take command and led the regiment in the 
Nez Perce War of 1877.

Slaper was one of the “greenest” recruits in the 7th Cavalry when 
the regiment took the field in spring of 1876, and was assigned to 
“M” Company under Major Marcus Reno. In 1920, he gave a detailed 
interview recounting the events of the two-day fight from his 
perspective. Slaper had only praise for Reno, who he felt was cool, 
collected, and brave under the ongoing hostile fire. He was less 
charitable toward Custer, who he felt had pushed his men and horses to 
exhaustion in order to arrive first to engage the enemy.

His promotion document is in very good condition, showing only 
modest soiling and aging. 14.5” x 9.75”.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $200

49089 Glenwood Swanson, Bust of Edward Botzer, Bronze. This is 
actually a piece of forensic anthropology, as well as artistry. Botzer was a 
sergeant in “G” Company who was killed in the charge on the south end 
of the Indian village on June 25, 1876. A partial skull, excavated in 1989, 
was tentatively identified as Botzer. Using photographs and access to 
the skull itself, Swanson crafted this reconstruction.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500
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49090 Brass Buckle and Keeper from a Trooper’s Belt. Certainly 
one of the most desirable artifacts found on the Reno battlefield. 

Pictured on page 274 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times. Documentation of the exact location where these pieces were 
found on the battlefield will accompany the lot.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49091 Little Bighorn Battlefield Pickups: The Only Crossed-Sabers 
Insignia Yet Found at Little Bighorn! These four small pieces were 
discovered near the ‘line of timber’ where Reno’s men were grievously 
beset during the retreat on June 25, 1876, and at the site of the Indian 
encampment:

(1) Crossed sabers and “C” from the Kepi of a member of Company “C” in 
Custer’s battalion, found in the Indian Camp. 
(2) Small buckle, found in the same area
(3) Metal saddle shield, stamped “I - Lare & Co. Bethel O 2”, found near 
the large fire pit in the Indian camp.
(4) Watch fob, found in the area of the timber fight.

Items 1 & 2 are pictured in Swanson’s G. A. Custer His Life and Times, page 
275. Items 3 & 4 are pictured on page 280 of the same book. Together 
with the certificate signed by Jason Pitsch, President of the Reno 
Battlefield Museum and owner of the property on which they were 
uncovered, this is a remarkable and evocative souvenir of the Battle of 
the Little Bighorn. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $600

49092 Various Objects Found on the Little Bighorn Battlefield.  
Some are pictured on pages 280 and 284 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. 
Custer: His Life and Times. Information on the location where each was 
uncovered is included along with a Letter of Authenticity from Swanson.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400

49093 Several Items Uncovered at the Site of the Indian Camp. 
Most notably including the brass identification plate from the surgical 
kit of Dr. George Lord, the regiment’s surgeon who perished in the 
battle. Lord’s surgical instruments were later recovered when a band of 
hostile Indians tried to trade items from the 7th Cavalry at Fort Peck.

Pictured on page 277 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750



44  To view full descriptions, enlargeable images and bid online, visit HA.com/6197

49094 Part of a Carbine Sling, Found in the Area of the Timber 
Fight. Among Little Bighorn battlefield pickups, firearm-related artifacts 
are among the most highly prized.

Pictured on page 279 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times and accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity from Jason 
Pitsch, President of the Reno Battlefield Museum and owner of the 
property on which they were found.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300

49095 Two U.S. Coins Found on the Reno Battlefield. An 1838 half 
dollar (50¢) and an 1865 two cent piece (2¢), both found in the area 
of the valley/ timber fight. Certainly among the most interesting Little 
Bighorn battlefield pickups.

Pictured on page 280 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times and accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity from Jason 
Pitsch, President of the Reno Battlefield Museum and owner of the 
property on which they were found.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250

49096 Five Artifacts Found at the Little Bighorn Site in 1913. 
Accompanied by period note documenting their discovery. Included are 
two polished stones from a medicine bag, a religious medal, a clothing 
button, and a charming ornament incorporating an 1873 three cent 
nickel coin (3¢).
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400

49097 Two Iron Arrow Points and Two Metal Slides, Artifacts of 
Little Bighorn. The points were found on the battlefield, the slides at 
the Indian campsite. 

Three of the four pieces are pictured on page 278 of Glenwood 
Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and Times. Documentation of the exact 
location of their discovery will accompany the lot.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250
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49098 Rare Leather and Cloth Fragments from the Little Bighorn 
Battlefield. Most items made of these perishable materials failed to 
survive over a century of exposure to the often harsh Montana weather. 
These pieces were found on several areas of the field, as well as near the 
large fire pit located in the Indian camp. 

All are pictured on page 280 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life 
and Times.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $100

49099 Little Bighorn Battlefield Artifacts: The Metal Parts from a 
Trooper’s Carbine Sling. Pictured on page 279 of Glenwood Swanson’s 
G. A. Custer: His Life and Times and accompanied by a Glen Swanson 
Letter of Authenticity.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300

THE JOHN SIVERTSEN COLLECTION
The group of items which may have belonged to Pvt. John Sivertsen surely ranks among the most interesting and significant of Little 
Bighorn battlefield pick-ups. These items came to light during the extensive archeological excavations which took place on the Reno 
Battlefield in the 1980s. A group of bleached, partially-exposed horse’s bones led to the discovery of a trove of items in the immediate 
vicinity, which are presented in the following dozen lots.

Private Sivertsen participated in the initial mounted attack on the Indian camp ordered by Major Reno. When they met stiff resistance, 
the men were ordered to dismount and fight on foot. In the ensuing chaos a group of men under Lieut. De Rudio took refuge in the 
thick timber and went undiscovered by the enemy. After the fighting moved on they miraculously managed to cross the river and 
climb up the bluff to join the Reno-Benteen defensive position, where Sivertsen fought until the relief forces under Gen. Terry arrived 
on the second day.

Clearly these items all belonged to the same trooper. The attribution to Sivertsen rests on several interlocking pieces of circumstantial 
evidence:  Its owner had scratched the initials “ J S” on the toothbrush. There  were three men under Reno’s command who had 
those initials, including John Sivertsen. He was a blacksmith by trade, and several of the found objects are clearly horse-related. A 
photograph of Sivertsen shows him wearing a  distinctive Civil War veteran’s Army Navy pin. While such pins are not rare, neither were 
they commonly worn. Glen Swanson believes that the one he wears in the photograph would have been a replacement for the one lost 
at Little Bighorn. Lastly, Sivertsen  had become separated from his horse when the valley fighting intensified. When interviewed in 
1916 Sivertsen indicated that he had found his horse wandering the battlefield with packs intact after the Indians fled . But at the time 
he was at an advanced age and residing in a rest home, and his memory may not have been entirely reliable.

However, in the end it matters little whether these objects belonged to John Sivertsen or another of Reno’s men. In any event, they 
were lost on the battlefield during the fighting and only unearthed more than a century later. The number of items and unique nature 
of many makes this grouping one of the most exciting “finds” made at Little Bighorn.
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49100 John Sivertsen: Skeletal Remains from His Horse, along with the .45 Caliber Bullet Removed from the Horse’s Skull. These bleached 
bones were found partially exposed, and led to excavation which yielded a rich trove of artifacts belonging to the horse’s rider. Included is the .45 
caliber bullet which was dug out of the horse’s skull.

Pictured on page 281 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and Times and accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity from Jason Pitsch, 
President of the Reno Battlefield Museum and owner of the property on which they were found.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,500

49101 John Sivertsen: Personal Effects Found Near the Bones 
of His Horse. Including his toothbrush, harmonica, alarm clock, razor, 
and cup. All except the clock are pictured in Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. 
Custer: His Life and Times, pages 283, 285, and 286. The toothbrush was 
key in attributing these items to Sivertsen, as the initials “J S” have been 
carved into it. 

All four items are accompanied by individual Certificates of 
Authenticity from Jason Pitsch, President of the Reno Battlefield 
Museum and owner of the property on which they were uncovered.

From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,200

49102 John Sivertsen: His Eyeglasses, Watch, and Pocket Knife. 
Found near the bones of his horse on the Reno battlefield.

Pictured on page 283 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times and accompanied by three individual Certificates of Authenticity 
from Jason Pitsch, President of the Reno Battlefield Museum and owner 
of the property on which they were uncovered.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,200
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49103 John Sivertsen: His Civil War Army Navy Pin and Suspender 
Clasp, Found on the Reno Battlefield. The pin is helpful in attributing 
this trove of artifacts to Sivertsen, as he is seen in a photo taken later in 
life wearing an identical pin, probably a replacement.

Pictured on page 283 and 286 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: 
His Life and Times and accompanied by a Glen Swanson Letter of 
Authentication.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49104 John Sivertsen: Various Metal and Leather Artifacts 
Including a Curry Comb for Grooming a Horse. The remnant of a 
leather cavalry saddle strap is particularly rare, as very few perishable 
leather items survived after more than a century of exposure to the 
elements.

Most are pictured on pages 284-285 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. 
A. Custer: His Life and Times and accompanied by a Certificate of 
Authenticity from Jason Pitsch, President of the Reno Battlefield 
Museum and owner of the property on which they were uncovered.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49105 John Sivertsen: A Large Assortment of Metal Buckles 
and other Parts Fitted to Saddle, Bridle, etc. It is not surprising that 
Sivertsen, a blacksmith, would carry such spare parts.

Pictured on page 284 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times and accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity from Jason 
Pitsch, President of the Reno Battlefield Museum and owner of the 
property on which they were found.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49106 John Sivertsen: Blacksmith’s Rasp, Hammer, and Ax 
Excavated from the Reno Battlefield. These were found along with a 
trove of Sivertsen’s possessions along the Reno retreat route. 

Pictured on page 282 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times and accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity from Jason 
Pitsch, President of the Reno Battlefield Museum and owner of the 
property on which they were found.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400

49107 John Sivertsen: Implements Found 
with His Effects on the Reno Battlefield.  
Tent and picket pins or pegs, lengths 10” to 
13” as shown.

Pictured on page 282 and 285 of Glenwood 
Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and Times and 
accompanied by a Glen Swanson Letter of 
Authentication.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400
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49108 John Sivertsen: An Assortment of Clothing Buttons, Snaps, 
and Buckles Found Among His Effects Along the Reno Retreat 
Route. Accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity from Jason Pitsch, 
President of the Reno Battlefield Museum and owner of the property on 
which they were uncovered.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300

49109 John Sivertsen: Three Horseshoes and Assorted Nails 
Found Near the Bones of His Horse. Pictured on page 285 of 
Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and Times and accompanied 
by a Certificate of Authenticity from Jason Pitsch, President of the Reno 
Battlefield Museum and owner of the property on which they were 
found.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750

49110 John Sivertsen: Thirteen Unfired Rounds Found Near His 
Effects. All of the troopers carried a quantity of spare ammunition in 
their saddle bags. The leather bag undoubtedly rotted and crumbled 
away many years ago.

Pictured on page 287 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times and accompanied by a Glen Swanson Letter of Authenticity and 
a Certificate of Authenticity from Jason Pitsch, President of the Reno 
Battlefield Museum and owner of the property on which they were 
uncovered.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400

49111 John Sivertsen: Twelve Unfired Rounds Found Near His 
Effects.  All of the troopers carried a quantity of spare ammunition in 
their saddle bags. The leather bag undoubtedly rotted and crumbled 
away many years ago.

Pictured on page 287 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times and accompanied by a Glen Swanson Letter of Authenticity and 
a Certificate of Authenticity from Jason Pitsch, President of the Reno 
Battlefield Museum and owner of the property on which they were 
uncovered.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400
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49112 John Sivertsen: Twelve Unfired Rounds Found Near His 
Effects.  All of the troopers carried a quantity of spare ammunition in 
their saddle bags. The leather bag undoubtedly rotted and crumbled 
away many years ago.

Pictured on page 287 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times and accompanied by a Glen Swanson Letter of Authenticity and 
a Certificate of Authenticity from Jason Pitsch, President of the Reno 
Battlefield Museum and owner of the property on which they were 
uncovered.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400

49113 Three Officer’s Staff Buttons Found on the Reno Battlefield. 
Not surprisingly, far fewer officers’ buttons were discovered. Here we 
have two coat buttons and one sleeve button.

All are pictured on page 277 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life 
and Times. With the lot will be documentation of the locations where 
each was found on the battlefield.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49114 Three Rare Brass Indian Reservation Buttons Found at 
Little Bighorn. Buttons of this type were sometimes worn by Indian 
scouts, or they may have belonged to hostile Indians who were “off the 
reservation.”

Pictured on page 276 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times. Documentation of the exact location of their discovery will 
accompany the lot.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300

49115 Three Rare Brass Indian Reservation Buttons Found at 
Little Bighorn. Buttons of this type were sometimes worn by Indian 
scouts, or they may have belonged to hostile Indians who were “off the 
reservation.”

Pictured on page 276 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times. Documentation of the exact location of their discovery will 
accompany the lot.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300

49116 Twenty-six Brass Uniform Buttons Found on the Reno 
Battlefield. Most were found in the areas of the skirmish line and 
timber fight, indicative of the hard fighting which took place there. The 
exposed troopers had little cover except to get on the ground as low 
as possible; it seems likely that these buttons came off as they moved 
around on the ground and brush. 

Most, if not all, are pictured on page 277 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. 
Custer: His Life and Times. Each button is numbered, and documentation 
as to the exact location where it was found on the battlefield will be 
included with the lot.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000



50  To view full descriptions, enlargeable images and bid online, visit HA.com/6197

49117 Three Brass 
Cavalry Buttons Found 
on the Little Bighorn 
Battlefield. All in excellent 
condition, although two 
are missing the loops on 
the backs, as if they had 
been violently torn off. One 
coat button and two sleeve 
buttons

Pictured on page 277 of 
Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. 

Custer: His Life and Times.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $200

     
49118 Silver Spoon: A Talisman of Domesticity, or of War? Found 
at the site of Sitting Bull’s camp in the Hunkpapa Village. The spoon 
bears a “signature,” a name glyph scribed in the back of the handle in 
the shape of a Thunderbird. The tip of the handle has been punched 
to allow it to be strung as a necklace or other adornment. There are 
three warrior artists who used the Thunderbird as a name glyph known 
to have been with Sitting Bull at Little Bighorn: No Two Horns, Swift 
Dog, and Red Horse. If the inscribed battle scene on brass, also in this 
auction, can with some assurance be ascribed to Red Horse, this spoon 
probably belonged to one of the other two. Further research in Lakota 
art may one day yield certain identification. In any case, this is one of 
the most significant Sioux artifacts associated with the Battle of the 
Little Bighorn. 

It may be seen in conjunction with the inscribed battle scene in 
Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, p. 213.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49119 Four Confederate and One New York Uniform Buttons 
Excavated from the Site of the Sioux Village at Little Bighorn. 
We can only speculate as to how these buttons came to be there. An 
interesting article on the subject by Tim Bradshaw for the July-August 
1997 issue of North South Traders Civil War magazine: During the War 
skirmishes were not uncommon between Confederate soldiers and 
Plains Indian bands. Former Confederates also were known to wear their 
uniform jackets in the years after the war as well. It seems likely that 
these buttons were trophies from that era which were lost or discarded 
during the Indians’ hasty decampment following Little Bighorn.

These five buttons are pictured on page 276 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. 
A. Custer: His Life and Times. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300

49120 Iron Horseshoe Found Along the Reno Retreat Route. 
Pictured on page 280 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $150
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49121 Brass or Copper Trade Bracelets: Group Found in the Hunkpapa Camp. Offered here are 
nineteen out of a group of twenty-one bracelets found encased in a clump of hard earth. Several similar 
examples were found at other Little Bighorn locations, attesting to the popularity of these bracelets 
among Indian women.

Pictured on page 278 of Glenwood Swanson’s G. A. Custer: His Life and Times and accompanied by a 
Certificate of Authenticity from Jason Pitsch, President of the Reno Battlefield Museum and owner of the 
property on which they were found.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300

49122 Crucifix Discovered in Sitting Bull’s Hunkpapa Camp. The crucifix, of brass or bronze, is attached to 
a pipebone-and-bead necklace. It was found on the site of Sitting Bull’s Hunkpapa village in the Little Bighorn 
valley. Father Pierre DeSmet (1801-1873), a Jesuit missionary on the Northern Plains, did his evangelical work 
well. Many Lakota and especially the Hunkpapa were at least nominally Roman Catholic. It was said that Myles 
Keogh’s body was not mutilated because of an icon he wore around his neck. Though there is no indication 
that he adopted Catholicism, Sitting Bull himself was photographed wearing a large crucifix. In any case, this 
is a remarkable relic of the Indian encampment along the Little Bighorn. See Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times, p. 210.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400

49123 Indian Wars Military Relics. A fine group of brass artifacts as shown, 
excavated at the site of Fort Rice.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $150
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49124 Battle of Washita: Chief Black Kettle’s Silver Ring. Archive of articles related to James P. Russell (1850-1934) who served as a Sergeant 
in H Troop, 7th U.S. Cavalry and fought at the Battle of Washita on November 27, 1868. He mustered out on August 27, 1871, thereby avoiding the 
Battle of Little Bighorn. Subsequently, he served in numerous government positions, most notably Sheriff of Kankakee, Illinois. The central item in 
the collection is a silver ring that was taken from the body of Chief Black Kettle. According to a newspaper article, the ring was given to Russell by the 
soldier who fired the fatal shot at Black Kettle. The soldier kept Black Kettle’s revolver, but gave the ring to Russell. The ring has a .75” circular band to 
which is attached a 2.75” x .75” oblong, curved panel with hand-etched designs over the entire surface. 

A binder that accompanies the ring includes period photographs of Russell from his later career, his Army discharge papers, polling documents, 
assorted ephemera, newspaper clippings on various topics including Black Kettle’s ring, a 2 1/2 page manuscript account (written in pencil by Russell) 
of his service in the Army including a description of pursuing Indians to Fort McPherson, pension and law enforcement documents.
Starting Bid: $5,000

49125 Fort Benton Record: Newspaper for August 21, 1875. A rare surviving copy of an important 
frontier paper. In this issue, the editor comments on the visit of Secretary of War Belknap to the territorial 
capital, Helena. Why, the editor asks, is he inspecting just the cities and posting soldiers where there’s 
no need of soldiers? “The summer camps of the Sioux, instead of being in the vicinity of our eastern 
neighbors, are yearly in this immediate locality; a few weeks ago over 1100 lodges of these Indians were 
near the Bear Paw Mountains. What is there to protect this community from Sioux depredations?” His 
question would take on special urgency just one year later. The advertising also gives a flavor of life on the 
upper Missouri. The paper shows some darkening and foxing, but the folds are strong and the text is fully 
legible.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $150
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49126 Fort Abraham Lincoln Archive. The orders, invoices, and 
receipts in this collection document, in fascinating detail, the outfitting 
of an infantry garrison in a new post. During the spring of 1873, Fort 
Abraham Lincoln was in a state of transition and expansion. It had 
been established just a few months before as Fort McKeen, built 
and garrisoned by two companies of the 6th Infantry. As the troops 
emerged from their hibernation in the Dakota winter, work began on 
expanding the post to accommodate another company of infantry and, 
by autumn, six companies of the 7th Cavalry.

Most of the requisitions are for “clothing and equipage.” They range 
from “drawers,” hats, coats, shirts, 100 pairs “buffalo overshoes,” to 
muster roll books, drum heads and drumsticks, and uniform insignia. 
Anyone who has ever spent a spring in North Dakota will appreciate the 
frequent requests for more “mosquito bars,” tents of mosquito netting.

There are numerous officers’ signatures. Most of them are of Civil War 
combat veterans. Capt. Hamilton Lieber had been at Ft. Donelson 
with Grant. Lt. Col. William P. Carlin, USMA ‘50, had risen to Brigadier 
General of Volunteers. Capt. James W. Powell, Jr. was breveted several 
times for gallantry. 1st Lt. John Carland was a major by War’s end. 
1st Lt. James Madison Burns was awarded the Medal of Honor for 
action in 1864. These officers had distinguished careers in the Indian 
Wars Army as well. But most of the signatures on these numerous 
pages and post returns are those of young 2nd Lt. Thomas Moseley 
Willey, USMA ‘68. We can’t know what dreams of glory might have 
inspired Cadet Willey during his four years at West Point. But he can’t 
have anticipated being clinched to a desk at a half-completed post in 
the winter barrens of Dakota checking, rechecking, drafting, copying, 
inventorying, and tallying thousands of entries on hundreds of official 
numbered government forms. Though he seems to have stuck gamely 
to it for a while, he resigned his commission and left army life behind in 
November 1875. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49127 General Crook’s Expedition: Six Uncommon Stereoviews 
by S. J. Morrow, Yankton, D.T. In September 1876, photographer 
S. J. Morrow of Yankton, D.T., met troops from Gen. George Crook’s 
command as they approached Deadwood at the end of their long trek 
from the Little Bighorn. He took thirty-one views that he marketed as 
“Gen. Crook’s Expedition and the Black Hills.” With his pictures, Morrow 
helped popularized the nickname of the expedition as the “horsemeat 
march” (see #3). 

Dated 1876 in pencil on verso, they include:
(1) Troops passing the old Stockade, French Creek
(2) Major Noyes and officers of the 2nd Cavalry
(3) Soldiers cutting up abandoned horse
(4) Stretcher bearing wounded man from Battle of Slim Buttes
(5) Loading a pack mule
(6) Crook’s camp at Point of Rocks

Stanley J. Morrow (1843-1921) learned his trade as an assistant near the 
end of the Civil War to photographer Matthew Brady. Also included is a 
Morrow image from another set of “Bluff on the Little Big Horn, where 
some of Custer’s men were driven to a watery grave.” All in nice, clean 
condition.
Starting Bid: $300

49128 Generals Sherman and Sully and the Headquarters Staff of 
the Department of the Missouri, in the Field at Fort Hays, Kansas. 
Taken about the time when General Sheridan telegraphed to Custer on 
September 24, 1868: “General G. A. Custer, Monroe, Michigan. Generals 
Sherman, Sully, and myself, and nearly all the officers of your regiment, 
have asked for you and I hope the application will be successful. Can 
you come at once? Eleven companies of your regiment will move about 
the 1st of October against the hostile Indians, from Medicine Lodge 
creek toward the Wichita mountains. P. H. Sheridan, Major-General 
Commanding.”

8.75” x 6.5” albumen photo, in very good overall condition. Small clip 
at one corner and light soiling on the mount. Vintage pencil ID of the 
principal officers, and paper loss and residue from old mounting on 
verso.
Starting Bid: $600
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49129 Grant, Sherman, Sheridan, Gibbon, and Other 
Notables: An Important Imperial-size Albumen Photo of July 
1868 Meeting at Fort Sanders. In the summer of 1868, the 
Union Pacific leg of the planned transcontinental railroad was 
running seriously behind schedule, in part due to conflicting per-
sonal interests and territoriality among the lead figures. General 
Grenville Dodge and Doctor Thomas Durant, American financier 
and railroad promoter, were in conflict over the Union Pacific’s 
proposed route. A “summit meeting” was called and General 
Grant, representing the government in Washington, made it clear 
that Dodge was expected to be in charge. 

Pictured (left to right) are: Sidney Dillon, General Sheridan, Mrs. 
Joseph Potter, General Gibbon, John Gibbon Jr,. General Grant, 
Col. Frederick Dent, unidentified woman with young ladies, 
General Sherman, unidentified woman with children, Mrs. John 
Bubb, Captain Mail, Mrs. Lincoln Kilbourn, Gen. Adam Jacoby 
Slemmer, Gen. W. S. Harney, Dr. Thomas Durant, unidentified man, 
Lt. John Bishop, Col. Lewis Cass Hunt, Gen. August Kautz, and Lt. 
Col. Joseph Potter (Commander of Fort Sanders).

Original prints of this image in any size are rare, but this huge 
15.5” x 11.5” is especially so. Condition is outstanding, with some 
minor light rippling of the paper, noted for accuracy.
Starting Bid: $2,000

49130 Headquarters Staff Officers at Fort Spokane, Circa 1880s. Fort Spokane 
was established in 1880 under the command of Lt. Col. Henry C. Merriam. Its purpose 
was to protect workers on the construction of the Northern Pacific Railway, as well 
as local settlers who feared an outbreak of hostilities with the nearby Spokane and 
Colville Indians in eastern Washington. 

This large 9.5” x 8” mounted albumen has period identifications of each officer on 
the mount below, with Colonel Merriam in the center. The photo itself is in excellent 
condition, if a little light. Damage to three corners and one water stain on mount as 
shown. Verso has imprint of F. J. Eastman, Photographers in Wyoming Territory.
Starting Bid: $300
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49131 Court Martial: Remarkable Document, Edited and Emended in the Hand of 
Brig. Gen. George Crook. On March 1, 1876, in a preliminary action in the year’s planned 
offensive against the Sioux and Cheyenne, Gen. George Crook (1828-1890) and Col. Joseph 
J. Reynolds (1822-1899) led almost 700 men of the 2nd and 3rd Regiments of Cavalry 
north from Fort Fetterman, Wyoming Territory. Reynolds was dispatched to follow a trail 
that looked as if it would lead to an Indian encampment. On the bitterly cold morning of 
March 17, he ordered an attack on a Cheyenne village on the Powder River. Unaccountably, 
Reynolds badly mismanaged the action, failing to support the attacking troops and allowing 
the Indians to rally and recover their pony herd. Against orders, he burned the cached food 
and supplies in the Cheyenne camp. In his haste to withdraw, he left behind three dead 
troopers and one wounded soldier who would then be brutally finished off by the Indians. 
Sixty-six soldiers suffered frostbite. His half-hearted and self-defeating confrontation with 
warriors who would gather later at the Little Bighorn is said to have emboldened their 
resistance.

Department Commander Brig. Gen. George Crook (1828-1890) preferred charges against 
Reynolds immediately upon the return to post. This 5-page document details the charges. 
Where he has edited or added text, Crook’s pen fairly drips with anger. In reviewing it before 
returning it to the printer, he emphatically calls attention to the changes with large penciled 
instructions such as “OVER” and “NOTE.” At the end, he signs “George Crook/ Brig. Gen./ Comdg 
Dept of the Platte.”

The court martial convened in January, 1877, at Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory.
Reynolds was found guilty on all charges and ordered reduced in rank and pay for one 
year. Reynolds had enjoyed a fairly distinguished career, and his old friend and West Point 
classmate President Grant offered to remit the sentence. Reynolds chose instead to retire on 
disability - on June 25, 1877, a year to the day after Little Bighorn.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,000

49132 Thomas Tipton Thornburgh: West Point Cadet 
Graduation Photograph, June 17, 1867. Thornburgh (1843-1879) 
was assigned to the 2nd Artillery and served, among other posts, 
at Fort Riley, Kansas, alongside the 7th Cavalry. Though the 2nd 
included the Gatling Gun among its armaments, it famously did not 
see action during the Sioux Wars. In 1878 Thornburgh, now a major, 
transferred to the 4th Infantry in order to serve in the field. He saw 
one action too many and was killed at Milk River, Colorado, in 1879 
during the White River campaign against the Utes. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $150

49133 William Tecumseh Sherman: A Scarce Large 7.25” x 12.5” 
Cabinet Photo. Published by Sarony, New York, and dated 1888. A 
terrific pose, in very good overall condition with some light spotting.
Starting Bid: $250



56  To view full descriptions, enlargeable images and bid online, visit HA.com/6197

49134 William Tecumseh Sherman: His Dress Uniform as General of the Army. That it survives intact is remarkable. That it remains in a private 
collection is astonishing. In the pantheon of military saviors of the Union, in the wake of America’s Civil War, General Sherman stood, and stands, 
second only to Grant. In March 1869, as General Grant was inaugurated president, Lieutenant General Sherman was appointed to succeed him as 
Commanding General, and Congress responded by granting him a fourth star and making him “General of the Army,” a rank he filled for the next four-
teen years. The dress uniform that General Sherman adopted is a combination of elements which make it unique to him.

Chapeau: Conforms to regulation but, as befits its wearing by a general officer, is somewhat finer. Two black ostrich plumes run down the back. The 
tassels front and back are of bullion. The black silk rosette on the side features a bold strap, tilted forward, with the embroidered gold national eagle 
surmounted by thirteen silver stars.
Sash: Also conforms to regulation. Buff silk net was prescribed for general officers with gilded fringe pendants. 
Belt: With saber hangers, of gilt thread with the red trim of an officer of Artillery.
24-button Frock Coat: A departure from published regulations. This style of placket was first designed for General Grant to reflect the unusual honor 
of wearing four stars. Replacing the 14-button, 16-button, or 18-button dress coats, the Grant and Sherman (and later, Sheridan) coats bear two rows 
of twelve buttons, each consisting of three groups of four.
Epaulettes: Finally, the uniform’s features unique to Sherman are the General of the Army epaulettes. General Grant had worn straps and epaulettes 
with four stars on each shoulder- the straps bore four in a row; the epaulettes a grouping of four. Sherman designed this epaulette to be both bolder 
and more elegant. The gold field of each epaulette contains two large embroidered 5-pointed stars of sterling silver thread flanking the U.S. coat of 
arms with the national eagle embroidered in gold. 

In 2001 this uniform was featured, with Glen Swanson’s permission, in More Army Blue: The Uniform of Uncle Sams’s Regulars, 1874-1887 by the noted 
scholar of the military history and material culture of the Indian Wars, John P. Langellier. In his letter of thanks to Mr. Swanson, Dr. Langellier explained 
that he had requested his publisher to hold publication - of a book, he said, that took him “two decades to research and write!” - in order to expand 
and redesign the section discussing Gen. Sherman. Despite the delay and the added expense, he wrote, “this one of a kind specimen had to be in-
cluded in order for the book to be definitive.” 

With General Sherman’s uniform is a framed photographic portrait, 26.75” x 32.875” overall, by Napoleon Sarony. Sarony was not only an artist with 
the camera, he was a master, as in this case, of the enlargement. This classic portrait depicts Sherman in his dress uniform as General of the Army. 
It is matted to show his handwritten dedication “To Mrs. Mary Logan Tucker/ Daughter of Genl Jno. A. Logan.” Maj. Gen. John A. Logan (1826-1886) 
had served Sherman as a corps commander (and as one of his closest friends) during the Atlanta campaign and the March to the Sea. In the center 
and right, Sherman signed his name in large, bold script, “W. T. Sherman/ General,” and dated the gift June 20, 1890, just months before his death in 
February 1891, a week after his 71st birthday.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $25,000
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49135 William Tecumseh Sherman: His Shoulder Straps, 1872. When U. S. Grant was inaugurated President on March 4, 1869, he appointed Lt. 
Gen. W. T. Sherman to succeed him as General of the Army - and to wear the appropriate insignia of rank, a row of four stars on each shoulder. In 1872, 
Sherman redesigned the insignia to be two stars flanking the National Eagle coat-of-arms. His successor as Commanding General, Philip Sheridan, 
was not promoted to the four-star rank of General of the Army until shortly before his death in 1888 at which time both the rank and the design were 
retired. 

Sherman ordered the stars to be made of sterling silver thread and the Eagle and frame to be embroidered in bullion and the stars. Sherman 
wore this pair of shoulder straps until his retirement from command on November 1, 1883. They remained with and were acquired as part of the 
collection described in adjacent lot. See Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, pp. 180-181.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,000
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49136 Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman: His Campaign Hat. Acquired as part of the collection described in another lot, this is the variation of the 
Model 1858 cavalry hat favored by General Sherman. It has a 3” brim, 6¾” crown, gold braided cord knotted in front, and bears a gold embroidered 
insignia, the wreath-encircled “U.S.” Unlike the M1858 or the similar “Burnside” hat, Sherman’s hat was not designed to have the brim folded up and 
clipped to the crown on one side. The maker was Horstmann of Philadelphia. 

This is the hat that General Sherman probably wore from the end of the Civil War and through the early post-war years. From 1865 until early 1869, 
Sherman was posted to St. Louis, headquarters for the Military Division of the Missouri encompassing most of the great West. He took seriously 
his responsibility for giving military protection to western expansion - including patrolling the trails of trade and settlement and guarding railroad 
construction - and he spent considerable time inspecting conditions in the field, even after assuming his duties as General of the Army. The hat shows 
the effects of perspiration and dust, but otherwise it is in very good shape.

The Smithsonian houses the only other known Sherman campaign hat, a relic of the closing months of the Civil War. It very obviously was ready to be 
discarded and replaced. Not only is it torn and holed, it is missing its prescribed gold-braid officer’s hat band. We can speculate that the gold cord was 
transferred to Sherman’s new hat. It is illustrated with General Sherman’s dress uniform in Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, p. 181.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $7,500
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49137 General John Gibbon: A Scarce Carte de Visite of the 
Leader of One of the Columns Intended to Rendezvous with Custer. 
This is a youthful Civil War image with logo of J. E. McClees, Philadelphia 
on verso. Signed in pencil as brigadier general below his image. Faint 
remnant of removed ink lettering at top, minor damage at lower left 
hand corner. Very nice overall. 

General George Crook had been stymied at the Battle of the Rosebud 
and Gibbon was not close by when General Custer engaged, but it is 
believed that the imminent arrival of his force on June 26 contributed to 
the Indians’ decision to break off their siege of Reno and Benteen.
Starting Bid: $600

49138 General John Gibbon’s Campaign Hat. Acquired from a 
Gibbon descendent, this hat has the patina of the dusty campaigns of 
its owner. Gibbon, like many officers in the field, wore headgear to his 
liking. This fur-felt hat is characterized by a broader four-inch brim than 
that prescribed in regulation, and the brim is trimmed with blue silk 
ribbon. Around the six-inch crown is the gold braid of a general officer. 
Despite the fraying of age and use, its condition is very good.

Gibbon (1827-1896) finished the Civil War, like Custer and many others, 
as a major general of volunteers. After demobilization, he was made 
a colonel of infantry. In June, 1876, he commanded the 7th Infantry 
and led the Montana Column toward its expected rendezvous where 
his scouts discovered the grim aftermath of Custer’s loss. For his place 
among the other Civil-War-seasoned leaders of the Indian Wars Army, 
see Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, p. 179.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500

 
49139 General George Crook: A Scarce 
Autographed Carte de Visite Photo. Back mark 
of Norse’s Gallery of the Cumberland, Nashville, 
Tennessee, and signed on verso: “Yours Truly, 
George Crook, Brig Gen, U.S. Vol”. Great condition.

Crook had a distinguished Civil War career, and 
received a brevet as major general. Reduced in 
rank after the war, he was named a lieutenant 
colonel in 1867 and placed in charge of the 
Department of the Columbia in the Pacific 
Northwest where he achieved notice for his 
success in the Snake War of 1864-1868. In 1875 
he was named head of the Department of the 
Platte, and on May 29, 1876, he led a force of 
1051 men into Montana, where he suffered 
a major setback at the Battle of the Rosebud 
on June 17. Originally, Crook was intended 
to rendezvous with Custer’s force but, low on 
ammunition and burdened with many wounded, 
he withdrew. Historians still debate whether his 
pressing on might have averted the disaster at 
Little Bighorn.
Starting Bid: $1,000
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49140 General Phil Sheridan: An Autographed Carte de Visite. 
Civil War era image, signed in black ink on front. Slight smudging of the 
ink, otherwise nice condition. Sheridan was Custer’s superior officer 
during the Little Bighorn campaign.
Starting Bid: $200

49141 Wesley Merritt’s Five-Button Undress Blouse. As befits the 
uniform of a field-grade officer, this 1872-pattern undress blouse is 
fancier and of higher quality than that of Lieutenant Charles King (see 
other lot). Merritt wore this as second in command of the 9th Cavalry 
until his appointment to the 5th Cavalry in 1876. The oak-leaf emblem 
of rank on the shoulder straps is embroidered with silver thread. 
Merritt has printed his initials “WM” on the inside right breast pocket. 
The button holes show considerable wear, but the coat is in excellent 
condition. By the way, the tails are ingeniously clipped together so that 
they can be easily loosed for wearing on horseback.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500



Auction #6197  |  Saturday, June 9, 2018  |  11:00 AM CT  61

     
49142 Wesley Merritt: His Dress Uniform as West Point Superintendent. This is the 1872-pattern field grade officer’s frock coat that Merritt 
wore from 1882-1887. Note the “M.A.” (for Military Academy) embroidered in gold thread on the shoulder knots. The coat and the trousers show long 
use. This also was the dress uniform Merritt had worn since July 1, 1876, as commander of the 5th Cavalry. The 35½” coat’s two rows of nine buttons 
are intact. The buttons were manufactured by William Horstmann & Sons, Philadelphia. Merritt’s initials are embroidered above the inside breast 
pocket. The silk lining is in shreds, and the outside fabric, while in very good condition, shows some minor moth damage.
 
The dress trousers are 43” long overall with a 31” inseam and also feature Horstmann buttons. One button is missing from the fly. The bullion stripes 
are fully intact. Merritt’s orderly or, perhaps, his young wife, Caroline, made several nearly invisible repairs at wear spots in the crotch and upper left 
inner thigh. The 35” bullion belt, buckle, and saber hangers show normal wear.

Wesley Merritt (1834-1910) is one of the most consequential officers of the Old Army. On the 29th of June, 1863, just a week before Gettysburg, 
23-year-old Captain George Armstrong Custer was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers making him the youngest general in the Union Army. 
On that same day, 28-year-old Captain Wesley Merritt was also made a brigadier general. After the war, he was appointed lieutenant colonel of the 
9th Cavalry and served in Texas and other western outposts.

Merritt’s transfer to the 5th Cavalry came just in time for him to take field command at Ft. Laramie as the regiment got word of Custer’s defeat. 
Guided by Chief Scout William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody, the 5th marched north to intercept a large Cheyenne war party at Warbonnet Creek, Nebraska, 
where Cody took “the first scalp for Custer.” After joining the forces of General George Crook, Merritt commanded at the Battle of Slim Buttes and 
participated in the famous Horsemeat March to Deadwood. Three years later, he sat on the court of inquiry that exonerated Major Marcus Reno for 
his actions at the Little Bighorn.

Serving as Superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point was not his final distinction. In 1895 Merritt was promoted to major general. In 
1898 he commanded an army corps in the taking of Manila, and he served as the first military governor of the Philippines. After a storied career, he 
retired from the Army in 1900.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,500
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49143 Charles King’s Five-Button Undress Blouse. The 
1872-pattern officer’s fatigue blouse is dressed up with five braid loops 
on the front and similar trim on the cuffs, and with Lieutenant King’s 
shoulder boards.

Charles King (1844-1933) became the best-known spokesman for the 
Indian Wars army. He graduated from West Point in 1866 and, by 1870 
was part of the 5th Cavalry at Ft. McPherson, Nebraska. He may have 
been wearing this blouse when he met the celebrated chief scout 
for the 5th, William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody. It was King’s reporting of the 
skirmish at Warbonnet Creek in 1876 - the “first scrap for Custer” - that 
was printed in the New York Herald and contributed to Cody’s growing 
legend. King wrote the highly regarded narrative Campaigning with 
Crook (1880) about the 1876 campaign. He transferred with the 5th 
Cavalry to Arizona where he was severely wounded in combat with 
Apaches, leading to his early retirement as captain in 1879. He served 
with the Wisconsin National Guard, and in 1898, with the rank of 
brigadier general of Volunteers, led combat troops in the Philippines.

From 1880 to the end of his career he wrote more than seventy books, 
most of them chronicling and romanticizing the lives of frontier soldiers. 
During the 1920s, as the oracle of the Order of the Indian Wars, he was 
befriended by a young Chicago reporter, Don Russell, who drew on 
King’s knowledge for his own books on the frontier army, including his 
biography The Lives and Legends of Buffalo Bill. When King retired from 
the Wisconsin National Guard as major general, he boasted 70 years of 
military service. He died in Milwaukee in 1933.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $5,000

49144 Gen. Charles King: Fantastic Autograph Letter Signed to 
Colonel W. A. Graham, December 6, 1925. Charles King, who had 
been a lieutenant in the 5th Cavalry with Col. Wesley Merritt at the 
time of Custer’s fight, was by this time a much published and highly 
respected author on the Old Army. Col. Graham sent the manuscript 
of his forthcoming book, The Story of the Little Bighorn, to King for 
comment. King responded graciously and gratefully. “Not one word 
would I change, if I were you, much less one opinion.” And for Graham’s 
evidence and even-handed treatment of both Custer and Reno, King 
wrote, “I am your debtor to an extent you can little realize.” For admirers of 
King’s work, this is rich content indeed.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500
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49145 Private Wentelin Ehrig: A 
Rosebud Veteran’s Dress Uniform. This 
collection is full of superlatives, among 
them this grouping, the uniform of a 
3rd Cavalry trooper who fought at the 
Rosebud and at Slim Buttes and who 
was on hand during the murder of Crazy 
Horse at Red Cloud Agency in 1877 and 
for the pursuit of the Cheyenne who 
fled Camp Robinson in 1879. Private 
Wentelin Ehrig (his given name was 
variously spelled, even in official records, 
as Wentlin, Wendelin, Wendlin, and at 
least once as William) was born in Hesse 
(Germany) in 1850 and after emigrating 
to the U.S. enlisted in the 3rd Cavalry 
in 1875 for a five-year hitch. And what 
an eventful hitch! After his discharge in 
1880, he moved with another discharged 
trooper, Louis Zinser, to Belleville, Illinois, 
where a year later he married Zinser’s 
sister and settled into a career as a 
mason. His Prussian pride of uniform 
ensured the preservation and care of this 
superb souvenir of his frontier military 
experience. He died in 1925 in such 
straitened circumstances that his widow 
applied for and got his $12 per month 
pension.

Ehrig’s 1872-pattern enlisted man’s 
9-button dress coat is 27” long. The 
lining is torn in a few places and is stained 
from much use. The regulation brass 
regimental insignia “3” is attached to 
both collars. The original cavalry yellow 
on the sleeves and collar is faded from 
age (and probably use) almost to buff. 

The coat is accompanied by the rare 
model 1861 mounted trousers in 
“sky blue.” These Civil War trousers 
were surplused in such quantities that 
they continued to be issued to recruits 
through the 1870s. The length is 41” 
overall with a 31” inseam. The waist band 
shows use, and there is some minor moth 
damage and light soiling. Ehrig’s belt fits 
a 32” waist. It is stamped “38/ Rock Island 
Arsenal.” The Civil War-era buckle retains 
its nickel silver wreath but is set apart 
from other buckles by Ehrig’s cryptic 
engraving on the back: a diagrammatic 
rendering of the Masonic Order’s “square 
and compasses.” 

Finally, the star of this grouping is Ehrig’s 
complete model 1872 enlisted man’s 
dress helmet, manufactured by Bent 
and Busch of Boston. Inside the rear visor 
Private Ehrig glued a paper label signed in 
his hand, “W. Ehrig.” The helmet is well-worn, lightly chipped around the rim, and sweat-stained from use. The faded yellow braid and cord are intact. 

This helmet is extremely rare; there may be no more than eight or nine such helmets extant in original condition. Certainly, there are no uniform sets 
in private collections that can surpass this one. A set of photocopies of Wentelin Ehrig’s complete military file from the National Archives accompanies 
this lot.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $10,000



64  To view full descriptions, enlargeable images and bid online, visit HA.com/6197

49146 West Point Photograph Album, the “Annual” for 1884. The album was kept by Cadet D. D. (David DuBose) Gaillard of South Carolina. 
Gaillard (1859-1913) distinguished himself as an engineer. As an aide to George Goethals, he helped construct the Panama Canal but died of a brain 
tumor before its opening. The “Culebra Cut,” a masterpiece of excavation and engineering, was until recently known as the “Gaillard Cut.” 

The album itself consists mostly of cabinet photographs but includes scenes of West Point, inside and out. Among the views is a photograph of the 
Custer statue overlooking the Hudson River.

Among the distinguished subjects of the dozens of cabinet photos - all in excellent condition - are Generals Sherman, Sheridan, Schofield, and 
Merritt; 7th Cavalry officers Godfrey, Braden, and Larned; Medal of Honor Winner Lt. Powhatan Clarke; and Hiram Martin Chittenden, the 
engineer who laid out the roadways in Yellowstone National Park during the Army’s protective service there. Other photographs show cadets 
and their ladies, tennis players, horse parade, the library, and other memorable vignettes of the U.S. Military Academy. A fantastic collection!
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500

     
49147 Alfred Sully: An Autographed Carte de Visite Image of this 
Notorious Indian Fighter. The son of famed portrait painter Thomas 
Sully, his military career began in 1861 when he occupied St. Joseph, 
Missouri, and declared martial law to suppress secession supporters 
there. Relieved of command in 1863, he went west and achieved 
notoriety for several Indian massacres, notably his attack on a large 
village at Whitestone Hill, Dakota Territory, in reprisal for the Dakota 
Conflict of 1862. His troops destroyed a village of 500 tipis, slaying 
numerous men, women, and children while suffering only minor 
casualties. He continued in Indian War service until his death in 1879. 

This Civil War era CDV is signed: “Alf. Sully Brig Genl” in bold black ink on 
verso. Very good condition with one minor small corner crease.
Starting Bid: $300

49148 Eugene A. Carr: A Scarce Autographed Carte de Visite 
Image of this Well-Known Indian Fighter. After a distinguished career 
in the Civil War (he was awarded the Medal of Honor for his role at the 
Battle of Pea Ridge), Carr remained in the Regular Army and conducted 
numerous operations during the Indian Wars, winning a significant 
battle at Summit Springs. Known as “The Black-Bearded Cossack,” he 
rose to the command of the District of New Mexico from 1888 through 
1890.

This scarce Civil War CDV is in great condition, boldly signed under his 
image in black ink: “Very truly your friend E. A. Carr”. Excellent condition 
no photographer’s back stamp.
Starting Bid: $300
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49149 Kit Carson: A Very Rare 1862 Anthony Carte de Visite with 
Edwin Perrin. Although most famous as a scout and explorer, Carson 
also had a distinguished military career. In 1862, he took command of a 
volunteer New Mexico regiment which defended the territory against 
Confederates, and then turned its attention to the Navajo, Mescalero 
Apache, Kiowa, and Comanche people by destroying their food sources. 
Breveted a brigadier general, he ended his career as commander of Fort 
Garland in Oklahoma. After poor health compelled him to retire from 
the Army, he returned to New Mexico where he died in 1868. Edwin 
O. Perrin was a sometimes politician sent to New Mexico in 1861 on a 
mission for Secretary of War Simon Cameron. He remained with Carson’s 
command there through 1862.

Carson photographic images of any type are rare, and this one is 
particularly so. An example sold for $12,075 in June 2008 at a Cincinnati 
auction house. E. H. & T. Anthony imprint on verso (before he joined 
with Brady). Condition is as near to mint as one could find in a CDV of 
this era. A superb early Western photograph!
Starting Bid: $2,500

49150 Rogers Aston, Indian Victory, Bronze. Rogers Aston (1918-
1999) of Roswell, New Mexico, was a rancher and an oilman, a collector, 
and an artist. His lifesize bronze Infantryman greets visitors outdoors at 
the New Mexico Military Institute. He was well-known for his attention 
to detail and for his portrayal of action, especially in Indian Wars 
subjects. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49151 The Far West: Original Lot of the 1875-76 Departure Dates 
of the Legendary Steamship which Carried Men and Supplies 
of the 7th Cavalry. The Far West operated on the Missouri and 
Yellowstone Rivers in Dakota Territory from 1870 to 1883 and was part 
of the critical commercial traffic before the arrival of the railroads. The 
riverboat played an active role in the Great Sioux War of 1876. The 
Far West rendezvoused with the survivors at the mouth of the Little 
Bighorn River and carried home the wounded and the first news of the 
disastrous battle making the 710 mile run to Bismarck in a record time 
of 54 hours.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $200
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49152 Governor Newton Edmunds: Extraordinary Autograph Letter Signed, Dated 
July 18,1876, from the Former Governor of the Dakota Territory on Threat of Indian War. 
Banker and former Governor Newton Edmunds (1819-1908) may not yet have been aware 
of the defeat of Custer and the 7th Cavalry (the Little Bighorn is well over 600 miles west of 
Yankton, D.T. now South Dakota). Or he might have shared some of the same sources that 
informed the Poland Report (see lot number 11083) and believed that Indians all over Dakota 
and Montana were leaving their reservations to join the Little Bighorn victors. Whichever is 
the case, he wrote a perceptive and impassioned 3-page letter to Secretary of the Interior 
Zechariah Chandler to sound the alarm. Chandler (1813-1879) was Secretary for only two 
years, 1875-1877, but managed to root out much of the corruption in the Indian Bureau. 
Edmunds no doubt knew of and would have resented Chandler’s devotion to President 
Grant’s Indian “Peace Policy.” This letter is an emphatic argument for mobilization. “A very large 
number of the young men (braves),” he wrote, “are out with Sitting Bull & are making war 
upon the government. . . . They are more than a match man for man for our troops. . . . [and] 
our troops have got to meet at least 6 to seven 
thousand in mortal combat if they meet them at all.” 

With the letter is an albumen print (by the photographers Locke & Peterson, Deadwood) on 
an 8”x10” card of the Edmunds family and mansion.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,000
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49153 Comanche: Two Fine Cabinet Photos of Myles Keogh’s Legendary Mount. 
Wounded many times, Comanche was the only survivor of Custer’s command, and was later 
found wandering around the battlefield. Nursed back to health, he became the beloved 
mascot of the 7th Cavalry and lived until 1891.

According to some Indian witnesses, Keogh was accorded great respect because, alone 
among Custer’s men, he refused to shoot his horse to use it for cover during the fight. The 
relationship between a warrior and his horse was an important and almost mystical one 
among the Plains tribes, and this may account for his being left to roam the battlefield as 
prizes were taken by the victors.

One photo has a wonderful 1890-dated rendition of Comanche’s story in black ink on verso. 
Both photos are in excellent condition.
Starting Bid: $400

49154 Comanche: Photograph and the Story of Survival. Comanche, Capt. 
Myles Keogh’s veteran mount, was famously the sole survivor of Custer’s battalion 
on June 25, 1876. Recovered and pampered ever after by the Army, he died in 1891 
at about age 32 at Fort Riley, Kansas. In the accompanying signed letter to Col. 
William A. Graham from Capt. P.W. Wey of the Quartermaster Corps are the story of 
Comanche’s ordeal and his physical description. Wey also notes with sensitivity that 
upon Comanche’s death: “Carcass turned over to the University of Kansas, Lawrence, 
Kans., for mounting.”

Col. Graham (1875-1954) was a tireless collector of Custeriana and information on the 
Little Bighorn. He published the well-regarded The Story of the Little Bighorn in 1926 
and capped his career in 1953 with The Custer Myth: A Sourcebook.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $200

49155 Sitting Bull: An Early 1885-dated Cabinet Photo by D. F. Barry. An uncommon image in this 
form. Minor light aging, very good overall condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300
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49156 Sitting Bull’s Identified Flintlock Carbine with Standing Statue. Carbine-length (42½” overall length) gun 
marked on the right side of the receiver “Parker Field/ & Co/ 1870/ London” and stamped with the inspector’s cartouche, a fox over “E B.” The top of the 
barrel also retains the faint but clear inspector’s cartouche. On the left side of the receiver is the familiar scroll-like brass serpent denoting a Hudson 
Bay trade gun. The forestock was originally musket-length but is broken with a significant portion missing. Discolorations show that the barrel and 
forestock were at one time wrapped with rawhide to repair the break. The ramrod is probably a contemporary replacement for the original which 
may have been lost or damaged, perhaps at the same time the stock was broken. The butt is decorated with 18 brass-headed tacks (one is missing) 
and the hand-carved lettering varying from 5/8” to about 1” in height: “Sitting Bull.” 

This shortened gun was originally made as a model 1863 full-length smooth-bore flintlock trade musket by Parker Field & Co. of London. Parker 
Field was a supplier of good-quality firearms to the British government as well as, in this case, to the Hudson Bay Company. The headstone-shaped 
cartouche bearing the initials “E B” surmounted by a fox are the mark of the Hudson Bay Company inspector, Edward Bond. The English military 
had switched to percussion firearms by 1842, but Parker Field and other makers continued supplying inexpensive flintlock muskets for the North 
American Indian trade through the 1870s.

Hudson Bay trade muskets were plentiful in the Canadian West in 1877 when Sitting Bull led the remnants of his people to Canada. The two trading 
posts near the North West Mounted Police garrison at Fort Walsh, Saskatchewan, would have been likely sources. Powder, lead, and flints were 
relatively abundant and cheap. They were, in fact, distributed by the Canadian government through the NWMP. The extremely limited availability of 
metallic cartridges and percussion caps, on the other hand, made a liability of more modern firearms, especially breech-loading cartridge rifles. 

Though it probably can’t be known how and where Sitting Bull got a musket and whether it had already been cut down to carbine length for easier 
and faster loading, there can be no doubt that he acquired and used one. The Winchester he surrendered at Fort Buford in 1881 would have been too 
expensive to use as a hunting rifle and had seen relatively little use. 

During his exile near Fort Walsh, Sitting Bull was taught by trader Gus Hedderich to draw and eventually to sign his name. He then wrote his 
autograph prolifically as if in anticipation of selling his autographed photographs to visitors at Buffalo Bill’s Wild West. The look of the lettering 
carved into the carbine stock is sufficiently close to what became his written signature, without being slavish to it, that Sitting Bull probably did the 
carving himself as he practiced using the autograph as if it were a talisman. The talismanic allusion is not exaggeration- by the time of his captivity 
in the Dakotas, he insisted that his children should learn to read and write in English for the power that the written language implied. As part of his 
surrender message, he asked that his children be educated in the ways of the modern world. 

The gun was acquired by Captain Walter Clifford who was in charge of the Indian prisoners at Fort Buford and had escorted Sitting Bull and his 
followers during the last leg of the journey from Canada in July 1881. He also was in the room for Sitting Bull’s formal surrender on July 20. Clifford 
had been given the gun, he wrote, by Black Moon, the most important Hunkpapa leader present after Sitting Bull himself. Black Moon was Sitting 
Bull’s cousin, mentor, and elder counselor, and probably his oldest friend.

General Charles H. Tompkins, to whom Clifford sent the gun and other souvenirs, was Chief Quartermaster of the Department of the Missouri 
headquartered in Chicago. Both Tompkins and Clifford had served at various Western posts during the Indian Wars period and may have encountered 
each other there. In any case General Tompkins may have been responsible for and certainly had a say in Clifford’s posting to Fort Buford.

It is likely that by the time of the surrender in 1881 the gun would already have belonged to Black Moon. Sitting Bull was compulsively generous and 
gave away most of his superfluous belongings. In addition, this gun was too utilitarian and battered to serve as a formal token of surrender in the way 
that the M1866 Winchester served.

This hard-used firearm is a relic of the most important Indian leader of his generation. Sitting Bull was, and is, a rallying symbol of resistance, and he 
has only grown in stature as an emblem of Native American spiritual power and resilience.

Also included in the lot is a bronze finish, Glen Swanson statue of Sitting Bull.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $25,000
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49157 Red Horse: Battle Scene Inscribed on Brass Kettle, 1876. In a collection characterized by excellence, by the unusual or scarce, by the 
unique- in a sale of superlatives- this 16”x 17” remnant of a brass trade pot is, as Cole Porter would have said, “the top.” After discovering it on the site 
of Sitting Bull’s Hunkpapa camp in the Valley of the Little Bighorn in the early 1990s, landowner Jason Pitsch immediately grasped its significance and 
brought it to National Park Service archaeologists. It is a battle scene carved by a Lakota participant and left behind near the scene of battle. As Glen 
Swanson vividly puts it, the pictograph gave an immediacy to a Sioux warrior’s account in 1876 comparable to a televised news bulletin today! 

As an artifact, this incised battle scene has the same power and permanence as an ancient cuneiform tablet or an engraved stone plaque. Park 
Service Archaeologist Douglas D. Scott wrote that as “kettle art,” this is “one of the very few pictographic action scenes known to have been done on 
metal. It is the earliest documented example of metal battle art known in the western U.S.”

Considering it as a work of art, the art historian Janet Berlo noted that while “this engraving does not have the fluency of line evident in the finest 
examples of Plains drawings on paper” - after all, it was engraved on metal, and the artist was likely in a hurry! - Nonetheless “it is evident that the 
artist sought to portray the maximum amount of information with great economy of means.”

Interpreting it as an historical document, Berlo also pointed out that “research has demonstrated that a high degree of historical specificity is 
intended in such drawings.” If there were any doubt that the fleeing figures are soldiers, for instance, she noted such details as the trouser stripe on 
their legs and the side hammers on their Springfield carbines. In a collaborative study published in the Plains Anthropologist in 1997, the research 
team (archaeologist Doug Scott, anthropologist Peter Bleed, historian Andrew Masich, and discoverer Jason Pitsch) concluded that it “appears to 
present unprecedented historical information on the military interactions of Native Americans and frontier U.S. military forces.” 

And in fact, in close analysis of the figures, historians have pointed out features that may, through research, yield with some exactness the identity 
of the warriors and of the event: the dropped bugle, the designs on the leggings and quiver, the markings on the horses, the length and style of the 
headdresses. Stylistic analysis will eventually name the artist. Glen Swanson argues that it is the warrior-artist Red Horse. See Swanson’s description 
in G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, pages 212-213. Red Horse, as well as at least two other warrior-artists who fought at the Little Bighorn, used the 
Thunderbird “name glyph” which is inscribed, “signed,” at the upper left of the scene. 

“The potential artists include some of the most important figures in Native American history,” concluded Scott and his collaborators. “Likewise, the 
combat shown on the plate is specific and the number of battles that might be shown on the plate is finite.” 

When he inscribed the plate in 1876, the warrior-artist was working on a clean and light surface, the inside of the spun brass kettle from which the 
metal was taken. Since its unearthing, Pitsch and its subsequent handlers have been careful not to disturb the dark patina it had acquired over more 
than a century. Except in slanting light, however, the graphic scene was difficult to appreciate. To photograph it effectively, Glen Swanson hit upon a 
simple expedient: he dusted the surface lightly with inert chalk to fill the incised grooves then softly brushed away the excess. The result was far more 
successful that he could have expected, and with its contrast between the white lines and the dark patina, the plate is visually stunning.  

The Red Horse Battle Scene is accompanied by relevant articles and maps, by letters from Douglas Scott and Peter Bleed, an appreciation and 
appraisal by Indian art dealer Conrad Angone, and a certificate signed by Jason Pitsch. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $50,000
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49158 Important Presentation Knife Given To White Swan, the Crow Scout Who Survived His Wounds Suffered At Little Bighorn. A very well-
made knife, with horn and mother of pearl handle and Sheffield blade, in the form of a small Bowie, and accompanied by its original leather sheath. 
On one side of the blade is etched “My scout and friend White Swan”, while on the other side is etched a large “U S” surrounded by 16 stars.

White Swan enlisted in the Indian Scout Detachment of the U.S. Army’s 7th infantry in April of 1876. In early June the 7th infantry joined up with 
the large expedition under the command of General Alfred H. Terry, whose mission was to return renegade Indians to the reservation. Terry’s force 
included Custer’s 7th cavalry, to which White Swan was attached on June 21, 1876. As Custer’s command approached the Indian encampment along 
the Little Bighorn, he instructed White Swan and Half-Yellow Face to go over a nearby ridge and see what was going on in the camp. The two scouts 
started toward the ridge, but upon seeing that Major Marcus Reno’s force was involved in a fierce battle at the near end of the camp, they attempted 
to join his troops. However, before they were able to cross the river, White Swan was seriously wounded. The scouts took refuge in a thicket and were 
under heavy attack when the warriors suddenly departed to attack Custer’s detachment, allowing White Swan to reach the relative safety of Reno’s 
position on defensible high ground. Part of White Swan’s right hand had been completely shot away, and he also suffered wounds to his right thigh 
and knee. But after a long recuperation he was able to resume scouting in 1877. He continued to scout for the Army until 1881, when he retired to 
the Crow Agency in Montana. White Swan would become rather well-known as an Indian artist who executed a number of paintings depicting his 
exploits as a warrior and scout. He died in 1904, and lies buried in the Custer Battlefield National Cemetery.

While it would be gratifying to speculate that this presentation knife was given to him by Custer, the timeline simply will not support that attribution, 
since White Swan served only a short time with Custer, and did not join his command until they were in the field. Undoubtedly it was a gesture of 
appreciation by one of the other officers whom he served during his last four years of scouting.

The knife is 9.5” long, with a blade length of 4.625”. The ricasso is stamped Alexander and Sheffield. The hilt has a nickel plated cross guard and a 
shaped horn grip with the obverse enhanced by three circular mother-of-pearl inlays and a mother-of- pearl pommel mount. The scabbard has a 
German silver throat and drag, the throat lacking its stud, a common fault in scabbards of this vintage. The leather portion has gold leaf decoration 
including the letters “N.Y.” separated by the federal shield logo of the Alexander Company.

While presentation swords of the Civil War and Indian Wars era are relatively plentiful, presentation knives such as this one are seldom encountered. 
Doubtless it was selected as a more appropriate weapon, ceremonial or otherwise, for an Indian Scout. It is a wonderful artifact from an important 
player in the events at Little Bighorn, with terrific display presence.
Starting Bid: $2,000

49159 Splendid Arikara Knife and Sheath. The butcher knife has a 6½” rusted blade and 5¼” sinew-stitched rawhide-wrapped handle. The 
rawhide is water stained. The sheath is 10¾” long with two rows of brass beads. The beadwork top is 3¾” by 7” with pink, green, blue, yellow, and 
white seed beads in a geometric pattern.

Photographs of Custer with Bloody Knife and other Arikara scouts show them with the same style sheaths, including similar beadwork patterns. This 
piece may very well have been carried by one of the scouts and might possibly one day be identified by photograph.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $3,000
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49160 Rain-in-the-Face: A Huge D. F. Barry Photograph of this 
Important Little Bighorn Participant. Like the accompanying Low 
Dog image, this is a massive sepia-tone image measuring 12” x 18” (it 
would be 12” x 19.5” but, as with the Low Dog, the bottom border of the 
mount has been cut off, presumably for framing at some point). Rain-in-
the-Face was one of the principal chiefs of the forces opposing Custer’s 
battalion, and some reports hold that he personally dispatched Custer.

This photo is made the same way as the Low Dog: the actual 
photograph is mounted on fairly thick rag stock with slightly roughened 
edges as intended, and that is, in turn, affixed to a heavier mount. The 
photo itself is imprinted “Copyright by D. F. Barry,” and the rag border is 
stamped “Barry.” The hand-lettered “Rain in the Face” identification label 
affixed below suggests that this could have been a one-of-a-kind mock-
up. A rather fanciful bio of the chief by Barry is affixed to the verso. 
Excellent condition, and an outstanding Native American photograph.
Starting Bid: $900

49161 Low Dog: A Huge D. F. Barry Photograph of this Fierce 
Sioux Warrior. A member of Chief Gall’s band, he was considered a 
“Wild Daring Devil” who worked hard to kill as many soldiers as possible 
at Little Bighorn. Although he feared he would be hanged for the 
torture and murder of a mail carrier, Low Dog surrendered along with 
his band in 1880 after some four years evading capture. Sometimes 
“looks can be deceiving,” but in this case Low Dog was just as dangerous 
as he appeared, and was known to the whites at the agency as “a real 
bad Indian.”

This mammoth sepia-tone image, measuring 12” x 18” despite loss of 
the bottom border of the mount, is in very good condition, with light 
surface soiling. Minor paper loss on verso, which carries Barry’s quaint 
brief bio of his subject.
Starting Bid: $750

49162 Three Sioux Arrows from the Battle of the Little Bighorn. These Sioux arrows, 
fletched with magpie or raven feathers, painted, and metal-tipped, were said to have been 
picked up from the battlefield by “Batiste” (probably “Big Bat” Pourier with Crook’s column) 
soon after the fight. The note of provenance dates from the 1920s. Though there is no way 
(so far! Who knows where technology will take us?) to test the battlefield arrows forensically 
for their association with the attack on the 7th Cavalry, the provenance for these is credible 
and is the next best thing. The handwritten note accompanies this lot. Two of the arrows are 
illustrated in Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, p. 229.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $5,000
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49163 Exceptional Plains Elaborately Tacked War Club, with Three Blades made of Green River Blades. Outstanding condition, with original 
drop formed of hide, horsehair, animal pelt, and beads. Originally polychrome green, although only hints of color remain. Length 40.5”. Clubs such as 
this one doubtless saw wide use at Little Bighorn. Ex-Pohrt Collection.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $10,000

49164 Lt. James J. Bradley, The First Witness to the Killing Field: 
His 7th Infantry Shoulder Knots. James J. Bradley (1844-1877) 
commanded a detachment of Crow scouts as part of Col. John Gibbon’s 
(1827-1896) column which marched out of Fort Shaw, Montana, on June 
21, 1876, intending to meet up with General Terry’s column. Bradley 
was a dedicated diarist who recorded that early on the morning of June 
26 he was ordered out on scout. Not long after, he encountered three 
Crow scouts whom Bradley had earlier detached to Custer’s command. 
They were in great distress. “Little Face in particular,” Bradley recorded, 
“wept a bitterness of anguish such as I have rarely seen.” Bradley knew 
there had been a disaster and only hoped the Crow accounts were 
overstated. The next day, as the first soldier on the scene, he could see 
how indescribably terrible the 7th Cavalry’s disaster had been.

Bradley himself was headed to a deadly encounter. Early in the Nez 
Perce Campaign, he was shot through the heart and killed at the Battle 
of the Big Hole on August 9, 1877. The Model 1872 shoulder knots, 
with Bradley’s “7” and lieutenant bars in sterling on the “Infantry 
Blue” background, were a gift to Capt. (later Brig. Gen.) Anson Mills 
(1834-1924). Mills mounted them in a wood frame on felt with three 
small bronze stars. He later gave the shoulder knots to Little Bighorn 
veteran Charles Varnum. 

More of Bradley’s story is found in Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and 
Times, pp. 226-227.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,500

49165 Telegram Regarding Burial of the officers at Little Bighorn: 
A Copy Signed by Assistant Adjutant General R. C. Drum. This is a 
copy kept at Division Headquarters of a report forwarded by telegram 
to Adjutant General Edward D. Townsend in Washington. Dated July 
8, 1876, it reads: “The bodies of the officers killed in Custer’s fight were 
buried on the field and the graves marked.” The desperation of the 
battle’s aftermath at the scene can be vividly imagined in the rest of the 
message: “With the means at hand, it was simply impossible to bring 
the bodies in to the Yellowstone, even subsistence had to be thrown 
away to get transportation to bring in the wounded.”

Drum’s signature was copied by the scribe. But though it looks as if he 
started to initial the copy, Drum then signed hurriedly at the bottom.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750
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49166 First Report of Little Bighorn: Bismarck Tribune Extra, July 
6, 1876:  Almost pristine copy of the “FIRST ACCOUNT OF THE CUSTER 
MASSACRE” in splendid frame under glass, approximately 21” x 14” (half-
sheet). The frame allows the diagnostic (and blank) back of the sheet to 
be viewed as well. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,000

49167 The Terry Telegram, Second Day June 28, 1876. Hurriedly 
transcribed at the War Department telegraph office by Asst. Adj. Gen. 
R. C. Drum, this message was conveyed by him to the Commanding 
General, W. T. Sherman for endorsement. Col. Orlando M. Poe, Sherman’s 
aide-de-camp, signed and forwarded it to Adjutant General E. D. 
Townsend. Continuing his initial report and description of the battle 
site and the dead, Brig. Gen. Alfred Terry describes the treatment of the 
wounded and their move to the mouth of the Little Bighorn where, as 
he hoped, steamboat Captain Grant Marsh was able to pilot the Far West 
to moorage. Richard C. Drum (1825-1909) would be Adjutant General of 
the Army from 1880 to 1889. Sherman’s adc, Col. Poe (1832-1895), was 
a West Point graduate and an engineer who during the Civil War had 
been indispensable to the General during the Atlanta Campaign and 
the march to the sea.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500
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49168 Philip Sheridan’s Telegram to General W. T. Sherman, 7 July 1876: The Army’s “First Responders” to the 7th Cavalry Disaster, in 
Sheridan’s Hand and Signed by Him. Sheridan was in Philadelphia on Friday, July 7, on his way back to Division Headquarters in Chicago. His note 
to General of the Army W.T. Sherman reads in full: 

“I have notified Terry that six Companies of the fifth Infy under Gen Miles will immediately join him. That I have requested you to send from the Lake 
Stations six companies of the twenty second Infy to join him also. I have also notified Gen Crook of this fact & that if he requires any additional force 
than the five companies already sent him that he can order the eight companies of the fifth Cavalry under Merritt to join him Terry and Crook are all 
right. There is nothing to be regretted but the loss of poor Custer & the officers & men with him Terrys Column was sufficient, sufficiently strong to 
have handled the Indians if Custer had waited for the Junction I think that there is no cause for uneasiness & we will soon give them another turn I 
will be in Chicago on Sunday morning by the fast train. Terry with Miles Command will have about two thousand men & Crook will have, when the 
five Companies now enroute reach him at least fifteen hundred men. The Indians cannot number more than twenty five hundred or three thousand 
& must be greatly embarrassed by their wounded. (s) P. H. Sheridan Lieut Genl”

Merritt’s eight companies were soon on their way from Fort Laramie, making first a forced march to Warbonnet Creek, Nebraska, guided by Buffalo 
Bill Cody, where they intercepted a large Cheyenne war party. After a skirmish on July 17 (“The first scalp for Custer”), they chased the Cheyennes 
back to Red Cloud Agency, returned unrested to Fort Laramie, then headed north. On August 3, now ten companies strong, they joined Gen. Crook’s 
command on Goose Creek (near present day Sheridan, Wyoming). On August 8, the combined command joined Gen. Terry’s column in the Tongue 
River Valley and began their summer-long pursuit of the Sioux.

See Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life and Times, pages 232-233.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $5,000
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49169 The Poland Report from Standing Rock, July 24, 
1876, Endorsed by Generals Sheridan and Sherman. 6th 
Infantry Captain John S. Poland (1836-1898) heard the stories 
of Lakota warriors who were returning to the agency after a 
month of hostilities. Some of them, he reported, had fought at 
the Little Bighorn. “The agent, of course,” Poland complained, 
“makes no distinction between them and the other Indians 
at the agency.” Worse, he “sent them word to keep quiet and 
say nothing.” Many Indian agents on the northern plains were 
thought to have significantly underreported the numbers of 
Indians who left the reservations in May and June. Custer and 
other Army strategists in June may thus have been misled into 
underestimating the size of their opposition.

The informants whom Poland interviewed provided unusual 
detail, such as the names of the principal war leaders who 
carried the fight to the 7th Cavalry. Historians of the battle 
have used this report in conjunction with other narratives in 
trying to reconstruct the events of June 25. This report is also 
the source for the story of a squad of cavalry who supposedly 
broke through the Indian lines and were run down and killed 
several miles from the battlefield. Col. M. V. Sheridan tells of 
the fruitless search he conducted based on the story.

Most remarkable, perhaps, is the pyramid of weighty 
endorsements on the document. They begin with George 
D. Ruggles (1833-1904), Assistant Adjutant General for the 
Department of Dakota at St. Paul, Minnesota. Next is the 
signature of Lt. Gen. Philip Sheridan, Chicago, commanding 
the Division of the Missouri. At the top is the signed 
endorsement and instructions for distribution of the report 
by General William T. Sherman, Commanding General of the 
Army, at Washington, D.C. As a bookend, also in Washington, 
Adjutant General Edward D. Townsend initialed the report.

An extraordinary collection of signatures on a historically 
significant document!
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $5,000

49170 Copy of Telegram from Gen. Sheridan at Fort Laramie to Gen. Terry via Assistant Adjutant 
General Ruggles, Dept. of Dakota, Received at St. Paul, November 3, 1876 “Gen. Crook has just come 
in from his camp at Custer City . . .” Crook and his command have survived the “starvation march” and as 
soon as the horses have recuperated will resume operations. The starvation march, sometimes called the 
“horsemeat march,” describes the hardships faced by the thousand or so soldiers led by Gen. Crook into 
the Black Hills of the Dakotas on the (mostly cold) trail of the Sioux during the late summer of 1876. Many 
of the troopers survived by killing and eating their own emaciated horses and mules.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300
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49171 Sheridan’s Report on the Reburial of the Little Bighorn Dead: A True Copy 
Dated, July 20, 1877, signed by Lt. Col. James Forsyth. Lt. Gen. Philip Sheridan was 
commander of the Military Division of the Missouri, headquartered in Chicago. His 
responsibility encompassed all of the Great Plains. It was he who had intervened with the 
War Department to have G. A. Custer placed at the head of the 7th Cavalry the year before. 
Though campaigning was not over on the northern plains, in May Sitting Bull had crossed 
with his followers into Canada at almost the same moment that Crazy Horse surrendered 
to the army with his followers. It was time to account for the Little Bighorn dead. Sheridan 
dispatched his brother and aide-de-camp, Lt. Col. Michael V. Sheridan (1840-1918), to 
Montana. 

This remarkable 8-page document, an official copy of Michael Sheridan’s report, is signed by 
Lt. Col. James W. Forsyth (1834-1906), at the time an aide to Lt. Gen. Sheridan as Military 
Secretary for the Division of the Missouri. Forsyth, a Brevet Brigadier General by the end of 
the Civil War, is most often remembered as the commander of the 7th Cavalry at Wounded 
Knee during the frigid winter of 1890-1891.

By his opinions (for example, on the trustworthiness of Curly, the Crow scout) and detailed 
observations, Sheridan gives this report a life and interest absent from most dry military 
reports. Emotion still very obviously ran high. Accompanying Sheridan as an expert witness 
was 7th Cavalry Captain Henry Nowlan (1837-1898) who had been attached to Terry’s 
command and was one of the first on the scene of Custer’s disaster (see Swanson, G. A. Custer: 
His Life and Times, p. 97). He describes the recovery of the known officers’ remains and the 
search for additional officer burials by following a path “plainly marked by the line of dead. . . 
“ The procedures for identifying and removing the remains for reburial make one of the 
least known but most affecting stories of the Little Bighorn. In Swanson, G. A. Custer: His Life 
and Times, a photograph of M. V. Sheridan and a detailed look at the report is on pages 241-
245. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49172 Fabulous Buckram-Bound set of Goldin’s “On the Little Bighorn with Gen. Custer” with Benteen Notations. Published in The Army 
Magazine, June and July/ August, 1894, issues, presentation to General F. W. Benteen with Benteen’s handwritten annotations. Theodore Goldin 
(1858-1935) was a private in Lt. Donald McIntosh’s Company G. After the disastrous attack on the village and the retreat to the bluffs (his company 
commander killed), Goldin distinguished himself as one of the volunteers who fetched water, while under fire, and who was subsequently awarded 
the Medal of Honor. 
 
Goldin had begun corresponding with Benteen in 1891. With this lot is a 5-page TLS, the only known surviving Goldin letter from the long exchange, 
dated January 6, 1896. These articles are in part a result of their correspondence, enough so that Benteen would comment in one of the volumes, 
“This is about the fairest and most exact account of our row with the Dakotas that I have seen.” As the years passed, Goldin’s accounts would become 
more fantastic and his role more central in the telling. 

For now, Benteen found little fault. This did not stop him from making liberal and trenchant comments and additions in the text and along the 
margins. Between the correspondence, collected in The Benteen-Goldin Letters on Custer and his Last Battle (New York, 1964), and the plentiful 
annotations in these two volumes, there is probably not a better single source of first-hand information about the Battle of the Little Bighorn.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $5,000
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49173 “Custer’s Last Fight”: The Iconic Anheuser-Busch Advertising Sign. It 
is difficult to say whether this classic is more familiar as an advertising sign or as a 
fanciful depiction of Custer’s demise. In any case, it is certainly an almost universally-
recognized image. Taken from an oil painting presented to the 7th Cavalry, the sign 
first appeared in an 1896-dated version. It was later depicted by Anheuser-Busch in a 
number of other versions over the decades. This edition was most likely printed and 
distributed in the 1930s after the repeal of Prohibition in 1933. 

Measuring 46” x 37” in its original frame, the sign is made of heavy cardboard with 
a glossy finish. Overall condition is excellent for a sign of this type, with only a few 
trivial; surface blemishes and a little water staining at the bottom. No Custer collector 
should be without one!
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49174 D. F. Barry: Autograph Letter Signed, April 22, 1926, Regarding the Upcoming 50th 
Anniversary Commemoration of the Little Bighorn. Renowned photographer David F. Barry (1854-
1934) writes about the work of the planning committee. He remarks that Mrs. Elizabeth Custer had 
printed E. S. Godfrey’s booklet to raise money. He finishes by remembering the 10th anniversary 
gathering 40 years ago: “We slept in tents. Everything good to eat. And real good drinks.” Two sheets, 
punched for a three-ring binder, but otherwise in excellent condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $100

49175 George Armstrong Custer and Little Big Horn: Collection of Seventy-
One Reference Works. Extensive “library” of books, monographs and magazines 
dealing with Custer, ranging in age from the late 19th century to current times. 
Some of the “better” titles include: The Story of the Little Big Horn by Lt. Col. W. A. 
Graham, The Fighting Cheyennes by George Bird Grinnell, Legend into History: The 
Custer Mystery by Charles Kuhlman, Twenty Years Among Our Hostile Indians by J. 
Lee Humfreville, Custer’s Luck by Edgar I. Stewart and Fort Custer on the Little Big 
Horn edited by Richard Upton (signed). Condition varies, but generally good or 
better. A complete list appears in the extended description on-line. Seventy-one 
[71] items altogether.
Starting Bid: $800
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49176 D. F. Barry” Beautiful and Impressive 
Set of Portfolios. David Frances Barry (1854-
1934) was one of the most successful and 
resourceful photographers of the American 
West. Beginning in the 1870s, headquartered 
for a time at Bismarck, D. T. (just upstream from 
Fort Abraham Lincoln) he set out to capture 
the images of prominent Native Americans 
and important personages on both sides in 
the Indian Wars. His particular passion was to 
record as many of the people involved in the 
Battle of the Little Bighorn as possible. In 1934, 
the Denver Public Library acquired hundreds 
of his glass-plate negatives and expertly 
preserved them. Almost a half century later, the 
DPL’s Western History Department and Denver 
photographer Paul Harbaugh conceived of a 
project to put Barry’s artistry on display. 

In 1982 Harbaugh and Curator August 
Mastrogiuseppi selected forty-five of the 
most historically and aesthetically significant 
of Barry’s negatives and painstakingly made 
contact prints using Barry’s materials and 
techniques. As a fundraiser for the Western 
History Department they matted the pictures 
for framing and produced a limited edition of 
150 sets organized into three buckram-bound 

boxes, or portfolios. The set offered here is number 89 of 150.

Portfolio I: Chiefs of the Sioux Wars and the Battle of Little Bighorn includes Barry photographs of Gall, Rain-in-the-Face, Sitting Bull, and Red Horse. 
Also included is a printed introduction by the noted ethnohistorian and curator of the Denver Art Museum, Royal B. Hassrick.
Portfolio II: Custer, Prominent Military Structures, and the Men Who Fought the Sioux Wars, includes Barry and E. S. Goff (Barry’s mentor) photographs of 
Custer and the officers and wives of Ft. Lincoln, Survivors of the Reno Hill fight at Fort Custer in 1886, and some of the officers and men. The matting 
of the photograph of Capt. Benteen has some water staining not affecting the image. This portfolio includes an introduction by the noted historian 
Alvin Josephy, Jr.
Portfolio III: Plains Warriors, Chiefs, Scouts, and Frontier Personalities includes famous images of Buffalo Bill, Annie Oakley, Sitting Bull, and Indian 
Scouts and Fort Yates.

All three of the portfolios contain certificates signed by Paul Harbaugh and August Mastrogiuseppi. Needless to say, the pictures themselves are all 
quite suitable for framing. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500

49177 Model 1865 Springfield Rifle Captured by Warriors in the Opening Battle of the Nez Perce War, 1877. No visible number, .50 caliber, 
36 5/8-inch barrel. Also known as the Second Model Allin Trapdoor. Originally with three barrel bands. Breechblock is marked “1866 over [American 
Eagle]”. Lockplate marked “[American Eagle] and U.S. Springfield”. Behind hammer marked “1865” on lockplate. Cartouche mark present. Embellished 
with Indian tacks throughout. According to Flayderman’s, gun designed by Erskine S. Allin, Made c. 1866 with a total of about 25,000 altered 
Springfields using Model 1863 percussion muskets. 

The Nez Perce family who owned it said that it had been recovered at the Battle of White Bird Canyon, fought in Idaho Territory on June 17, 1877. 
Elements of the 1st U.S. Cavalry commanded by Captain David Perry were badly beaten by Nez Perce warriors led by Chief Joseph. The Army lost 34 
killed, including one officer. The Nez Perce confirmed their reputation as the finest marksmen among the Indians of the northern Plains. 

Condition: Fair as configured. Heavy mottled gray patina on most metal parts with heavy concentration near muzzle and breech area. Surface rust 
present. Wood has been cut and modified, heavy wear, mars, scuffs and dings throughout. Tacks present. Action functions but very worn and pitted. 
Bore dark. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500
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49178 1866 Winchester Tacked “Yellow Boy” Used in the North-West (Riel’s) Rebellion, 1885.  Serial no. 128754, .44 caliber, 20-inch round 
barrel with front and folding rear sight. Winchester, New Haven, and King’s Improvement patent markings on barrel. Carbine is marked “25” on barrel 
near breech. Total production of approximately 170,101 according to Flayderman’s, see 5K-029. Manufactured in 1876.

This was used by either a Cree or Métis warrior during the short-lived rebellion in 1885. Louis Riel (1844-1885), born at Winnipeg, was mostly white 
but considered himself to be one of the mixed-blood people of what became Manitoba. He had been a polarizing figure, had resisted the Canadian 
government’s selling off of undeeded Indian lands, and had been forced into exile in the United States. By 1885 he was an American citizen and a 
radical visionary, teaching in northern Montana, when former followers from the North-West Territories persuaded him to move back and lead a 
new resistance to the government. From early March until his capture in May, Riel inspired a sometimes bloody rebellion that resulted, finally, in the 
government taking some notice of conditions among the Plains peoples. It was too late for Riel who was tried for treason, convicted, and hanged at 
Regina, Saskatchewan, on November 16. 

Condition: Fair to good. Dull mellow patina to receiver with scuffs and mars. Barrels mostly turned a plum brown with patches of scattered pitting. 
Carbine is missing saddle ring furniture and lever safety latch. Stocks stripped of most finish. Action ok but needs adjusting. Bore dark, rifling visible.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $7,500
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49179 U.S. Springfield Model 1873 Trapdoor Carbine. Serial 
no. 40361, 45-70 caliber, 22-inch barrel. Blade type front sight 
and graduated rear sight. This particular gun does not have the 
compartment on the butt. Lockplate marked “[American Eagle]” and 
“U.S. / SPRINGFIELD / 1873”. Breechblock marked “MODEL / 1873 / over 
[eaglehead] over [crossed arrows] over US”. According to research, 
Model 1873s were the first of Springfield Trapdoors chambered for 
the 45-70 cartridge. Cartouche mark present near lower tang and near 
sling ring bar. According to Flayderman’s Guide, these guns were made 
c.1873 to 1877, with total quantities in the 73,000 range [this number 
includes rifles, carbines and cadet rifles]. See 9A-364. Note: Pre-1876 
made carbines, under serial number 43,700, are considered typical 
of the model armed with Custer’s 7th Cavalry. 

Condition: Very good to fine as configured. Barrel retains a light blue 
finish with balance turning/thinning to brown. Some case colors 
present to breech, tang and somewhat vibrant to hammer. Some pitting 
present near muzzle and some scattered to handling areas, muzzle 
area might have a finish touch up. Triggerguard and lower tang with 
moderate finish loss and pitting. Stock with various dents, bruising and 
scuffs throughout, typical of this model with small loss near upper tang. 
When the buttplate was removed, a compartment was found, typical of 
a cleaning rod reservoir, making us believe this gun might have been 
restocked. Some marred screws. Action good, bore ok. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,500

49180 Early U.S. Springfield Model 1873 Trapdoor Carbine. 
Early serial no. 1025, 45-70 caliber, 22-inch barrel. Blade type front 
sight and graduated rear sight. This particular gun does not have the 
compartment on the butt. Lockplate marked “[American Eagle]” and 
“U.S. / SPRINGFIELD / 1873”. Breechblock marked “MODEL / 1873 / over 
[eaglehead] over [crossed arrows] over US”. According to research, 
Model 1873s were the first of Springfield Trapdoors chambered for 
the 45-70 cartridge. Cartouche mark present near lower tang and near 
sling ring bar. According to Flayderman’s Guide, these guns were made 
c.1873 to 1877, with total quantities in the 73,000 range [this number 
includes rifles, carbines and cadet rifles]. See 9A-364. Note: Pre-1876 
made carbines, under serial number 43,700, are considered typical 
of the model armed with Custer’s 7th Cavalry. 

Condition: Very good to fine for this model. Barrel retains a blue/brown 
patina with some case colors present to breech and tang. Some pitting 
present near muzzle and some scattered to handling areas. Stock with 
numerous dents, bruising and scuffs throughout, typical of this model. 
Some shrikage to buttplate area. Marred screws. Action good, bore ok. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,500

49181 U.S. Springfield Model 1873 Trapdoor Carbine. Serial 
no. 43171, 45-70 caliber, 22-inch barrel. Blade type front sight 
and graduated rear sight. This particular gun does not have the 
compartment on the butt. Lockplate marked “[American Eagle]” and 
“U.S. / SPRINGFIELD / 1873”. Breechblock marked “MODEL / 1873 / over 
[eaglehead] over [crossed arrows] over US”. According to research, 
Model 1873s were the first of Springfield Trapdoors chambered for the 
45-70 cartridge. Cartouche mark present near lower tang. According to 
Flayderman’s Guide, these guns were made c.1873 to 1877, with total 
quantities in the 73,000 range [this number includes rifles, carbines and 
cadet rifles]. See 9A-364. Note: Pre-1876 made carbines, under serial 
number 43,700, are considered typical of the model armed with 
Custer’s 7th Cavalry. 

Condition: Fair to good. Metal, mostly a gray patina with patches 
of pitting and surface rust. More moderate pitting near muzzle. 
Residues of a faint lacquer application maybe to protect finish. Stock 
with numerous dents, bruising and scuffs throughout. Unfortunately 
when we took the buttplate off, a compartment was found, typical of 
a cleaning rod reservoir, making us believe this gun might have been 
restocked. Marred screws. Action good, dark bore. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000
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49182 Superb 7th Cavalry Dress Uniform.  A superb 1872-pattern 
frock coat with a first lieutenant’s 7th Cavalry shoulder knots. The 
fourteen-button coat shows wear where you would expect it: around 
the button holes, for instance. There are a few minor moth holes. The 
lining shows heavy wear at the neck and some abrasion at the hem. 
Buttons and gold trim are in excellent condition and the bullion breast 
cords are intact. The 33” belt has residue from an old label. The saber 
hangers show honest use but are in very good shape. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $5,000

49183 1872-Pattern Cavalry Dress Coat with Brass “7” Insignia on 
the Collars. This nine-button dress coat is similar to the 1885 and 1887 
coats. The most visibly obvious difference is that its buttons are ¾” and 
½” in diameter, and the service branch color does not go all the way 
around the collar. The buttons were made by Waterbury. There are a few 
contemporary hand-stitched repairs and some minor holes in the lining. 
The coat is otherwise in fine condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,000
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49184 Exceedingly Rare Model 1872 Officer’s Campaign Hat. 
Manufactured by Pettibone. Designed for convenience, the folding 
campaign hat found favor among some because it was compact and 
easy to use. Complaints began reaching the War Department soon 
after its issue, however, because of its cheap material and apparently 
fragile construction. In fact, few survive, and even fewer survive in this 
condition. This officer’s model still has its tassels of gold thread. The hat 
is stiff but intact, and the lining and sweatband worn but complete. A 
remarkable piece.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,500

49185 Model 1876 Campaign Hat. This pattern was adopted by the 
War Department on Flag Day, 1876, less than two weeks before Custer’s 
disaster at the Little Bighorn. The first contract was let to John T. Waring 
& Co. of Yonkers, N.Y. for 15,000 hats. The contract was too late to save 
Waring which went bankrupt before the end of the year. In any event, 
because of the existing stocks of the model 1872, the model 1876 was 
not actually issued until 1877.

This hat is marked “John T. Waring & Co.” and was among those made in 
the initial contract. It seems to be better made of higher quality wool 
felt than others we have handled. It is in excellent condition, probably 
unworn, with its silk hat band and leather sweat band unstained. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,500

49186 1881-Pattern Cavalry Musician’s Dress Tunic. A musician’s 
9-button frock coat is distinguished from the coats of the other 
members of the regiment by its stepped frogging on the front. And 
there was considerable difference in details of the frogging among 
regiments. Each seemed to want to be distinctive. This spectacular 
dress coat with its lemon-yellow cavalry trim was obviously worn by the 
trumpeter. Note the bugle embroidered on the right sleeve in sterling 
silver thread!
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49187 1885 Cavalry Dress Coat.  The trim is the pre-1887 lemon 
yellow. The 7/8” and 5/8” buttons are by Horstmann, and the overall 
length is the standard 30”. In condition, it appears to be unworn- an 
extraordinarily fine example.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250
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49188 First-Model 1885 Pattern Mills Cartridge Belt with  Brass 
“Split Buckle.” This is the type of belt and buckle favored by Apache 
scouts. There are 45 loops. The back shows no markings.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49189 Cavalry Officer’s 1887-Pattern Cape and Breeches. This 
unusual set features first an officer’s 4-button cape, 35” long, with two 
“butterfly” closures, lined in post-1885 cavalry gold. Sewn inside are 
initials “M G F [?]”. The lining is unstained, and the overall condition is 
almost like new. 

The breeches are 44” long with the 1887 gold stripe. Again, they are 
unstained and little worn - together, remarkable in this condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $600

49190 1887-Pattern Cavalry Dress Coat. Trimmed in the new dark 
yellow, this dress coat is stamped inside “REC’D/ May 16, 1895/ Q.M.D./ 
MANF’D, PHILA. DEPOT.” The 7/8” and 5/8” buttons are by Horstmann of 
Philadelphia. The lining is lightly stained, but the coat is otherwise like 
new.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250

49191 A Well-Armed Cavalry Soldier’s Accouterments: Belt, 
Cartridge Loops, and a Cartridge Pouch.  The belt with brass buckle 
and saber straps shows little wear and is stamped inside “D. C. L.” 
The detached strap of 20 .45-70 cartridge loops is stamped “U.S./ 
Arsenal/ Benicia.” It is well worn and has the residue of verdigris in some 
of the bullet loops. There are three belt loops on the back. Finally, the 
model 1874 Dyer cartridge pouch, stamped “Rock Island Arsenal,” is in 
excellent condition with its sheepskin lining intact. All in all, a very nice 
grouping.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500
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49192 1876-Pattern Cartridge Belt, First Model. 2-3/8” wide, 
with 46 loops for .50-70 Springfield or Remington cartridges. Marked 
“Watervliet Arsenal” and “A. R. Smith.” There is some cracking of the 
leather billet.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250

49193 1876-Pattern Cartridge Belt Probably Worn by a 7th 
Cavalry Trooper. The narrow (2 1/8” wide), second model belt has 54 
loops for .45-70 cartridges and is stamped Watervliet Arsenal. The back 
of the buckle is marked “7”. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $200

49194 Crow Indian Scout’s Sharps Carbine, Purchased by the Indian Bureau for Crow Agency, 1875. Serial no. removed, .52 caliber, 22-inch 
barrel. Originally blued finish with casehardened receiver, lever, buttplate, barrel band, and hammer, but currently heavily pitted. Original walnut, oil 
finished stocks, but heavily damaged. This particular model made without patchbox although buttplate has the cut out. According to Flayderman’s 
Guide, about 40,000 were manufactured in this type c. 1859 to 1866. Right side of receiver reads part of the “R.S. LAWRENCE PAT / APRIL 12th” [what 
we can read, heavy pitting involved]. Also slightly below that it is marked “C. SHARPS PAT / OCT. 5TH 1852” [almost complete, due to heavy pitting as 
well]. The left side of receiver should have the typical 1848 Sharps Patent lines but it is completely gone due to heavy pitting. No inspectors cartouche 
marks present due to the state of the wood. 

For those who remember him, this gun was originally acquired from a family at Crow Agency by the late Don Rickey, NPS historian and author of Forty 
Miles a Day on Beans and Hay. In the National Archives, Rickey found the Indian Bureau’s 1875 purchase contract between the Crow Agent, Dexter 
Clapp, and dealer Walter Cooper of Bozeman, Montana Territory.

Condition: Poor as configured. Gun is borderline in a relic state. Heavy pitting and heavy wear to metal and wood features throughout. Marred 
screws, missing screws, loses and cracks to wood. Action functions but needs work. Bore dark and pitted.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $3,000
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49195 The 1872-Pattern Kepi of a 7th Cavalry Indian Scout. With U. 
S. Indian Service buttons, and a totemic bear claw attached to the right 
side. The lining and sweat band are gone, but the astonishing thing is 
that this cap survives at all.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $600

49196 7th Cavalry Mills Cartridge Belt and Holster, Used by one of 
the Indian soldiers in Troop L. The belt is stamped verso with “7” and “L”. 
The model 1872 holster is stamped on the flap “53/L”. The leather billet is 
personalized on the back with stylized lettering “F O X” above what may 
be a brand or totem. The Cartridge loops are quite worn, and the holster 
toe cap is missing. Otherwise this fascinating piece is sound. Troop L 
was mustered in 1891 at Fort Sill and designated the “Indian Troop.” The 
last of the Indian soldiers was discharged in 1897.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250

49197 Indian Scout: Off-the-Rack Short Sword with Engraved 
Blade. Ivory handle, brass pommel and fittings, made and issued in 
about 1890. On the blade is acid etched “Indian Scouts.” The blade is 
in very good condition with some corrosion in spots; the scabbard is 
brittle and chipped with some surface loss.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49198 Scarce Authentic “USS” Uniform Hat Insignia for an Indian 
Scout. 1890 issue, in silver, 2.75” x 1.5”. Indian Scouts performed 
invaluable services during the Indian Wars, sometimes singly and, as 
Bloody Knife with Reno, giving their lives in combat. Custer made use of 
scouts, organized in companies commanded by regular army officers, 
in his campaigns. Lieutenants Varnum and McIntosh commanded the 
7th Cavalry’s Indian Scouts at one time or another. Stanton Fisher, a 
civilian scout with General Howard during the Nez Perce campaign in 
1877, remarked on the prowess of Howard’s Bannock scouts, “Uncle 
Sam’s boys are too slow for this business.” The scout units had been 
outfitted with surplus and even discarded military clothing and gear, 
but beginning in 1890 they were given the “Crossed Arrows” emblem in 
acknowledgment of their service.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49199 Photograph of a Company of Indian Scouts. Albumen on 
8”x10” card. The image is lightly abraded at left, but is otherwise clear 
and sharp. Taken in the 1890s, the men in this well-disciplined company 
of Indian scouts appear to be wearing the 5-button model 1883 undress 
or fatigue blouse with 1885 belts and are armed probably with model 
1873 Springfield rifles. At least one of the scouts is equipped with the 
trowel bayonet. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $150
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49200 Rare 1902 Indian Scouts Uniform - Coat, Trousers, and Cap. 
The 28” overall long 1890 pattern 5-button blouse has a full wool 
lining, sergeant’s chevron on the sleeve in red-trimmed white stripes, 
and a red-trimmed service stripe. On both sides of the collar is the brass 
insignia “U.S.S.” The blue trousers, 38” long, bear the 1890-authorized 
red-trimmed white stripe. Inside the waist band is stenciled “56 L 40.” 
There is some staining and a few minor moth holes. The newly issued 
service cap has a 1¾” visor and brass “U.S.S.” insignia on the front. The 
maker’s name, Susskind, and the stamp of the Philadelphia Depot are 
clearly stamped on the sweatband. There is a small hole in the lining 
and minor sweat stains. The cap and the rest of this outfit are in very 
good condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49201 Ledger Drawing: A Colorful, Large Example. Matted to 
12” x 15”. The artist and tribe are unknown. If this depicts a scene 
from the Rosebud, the warrior being lanced would be a Shoshone or 
Crow warrior. Shoshone and Crow scouts fought fiercely and helped 
save Crook’s command from potential disaster. Perhaps the names at 
the bottom aren’t just names but are intended to be read as “White 
Shield kills Crow.” Research into stylistic peculiarities and comparison 
with other pictographic accounts may ultimately yield answers to the 
questions of who and where.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750

49202 Ledger Drawing: An Exceptionally Large and Bright 
Example. Matted to 12” x 15”. The artist and tribe is unknown but is 
certainly Northern Plains, Sioux or Cheyenne. The artist may be showing 
an incident from the Battle of the Rosebud, 17 June 1876. White Shield, 
whose name is written on the companion to this piece that is also in this 
sale, was a Cheyenne warrior who distinguished himself at Rosebud. 
If that is the case, the perspective of this may be looking south toward 
the wooded hills behind Crook’s position. See Swanson, G. A. Custer: His 
Life and Times, pages 207 and 209 for illustrations and discussions of 
drawings similar to this one and the one adjacent.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750
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49203 Very Rare 1880s U.S. Indian Department Blanket. Grey wool 
with dark grey stripes at either end and the letters “U.S.I.D.” woven in. 
The dimensions are 72” x 56”. Though there are minor moth holes and 
some slight staining, the blanket is intact.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750

49204 White Bird: Colorful Certificate Appointing Him to the 
Indian Police. At Pine Ridge Agency on July 1, 1887, White Bird (c. 
1841-1896), Lakota chief of the Spleen band of the Oglalas, was 
appointed “6th sergeant” in the Indian Police of the U.S. Indian Service. 
The certificate is signed by Dr. Valentine T. McGillycuddy (1849-1939) 
who was the mostly well-liked and highly-respected agent at Pine 
Ridge from 1879 to 1882. White Bird was one of the men detailed to 
arrest Sitting Bull on 15 December 1890. During the melée his badge 
purportedly stopped a bullet, and he was otherwise unhurt.

The certificate is fully legible but bears deep tape stains along the folds 
from early reinforcement verso. It is possible that a paper conservator 
can mitigate of eliminate the tape residue and make any necessary 
archival repairs to the folds.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49205 Fabulous Indian Police Frock Coat, 1890s. This 36” enlisted 
man’s frock coat, virtually unchanged in design since the Civil War, was 
issued as surplus with plain (civilian) 19th-century brass buttons. 
This one was adapted by its Indian Police wearer to be a unique and 
colorful uniform. The collar has been beaded in Plains late-reservation 
style in a beautiful rose design. On the breast is an 1890-issue bronze 
“US/Indian Police” shield with the crossed bow and arrows.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000
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49206 Uniform of the Rosebud Sioux Indian Police, 1890s. The coat is the U. S. Army 1876 enlisted man’s 5-button undress blouse, or sack coat, 
30” overall length. This coat is distinguished not only by its condition but also by its full complement of 7/8” front placket and 5/8” sleeve “U.S. Indian 
Service” buttons. Around the waist is a 32½” belt with “Police” buckle. The black leather belt is marked with stylized initials “F. F.” 

The rare and remarkable star badge, 3¼” high, is stamped “U.S./Indian Police/Rosebud Agency/S.D.” with badge number “27” in the center. The six-
pointed star is missing the bulbs on five of the six tips.

The Rosebud Reservation was established after Congress partitioned the Great Sioux Reservation into five distinct and separately governed entities 
in 1889, at almost exactly the same time as the States of South and North Dakota were established in law. This unique and important uniform set 
dates from sometime soon after 1890.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $3,000

49207 Indian Police Coat, Badge, and Portrait. Unidentified, 
but with a framed oval portrait of the wearer, c. 1900. The 
coat is the U. S. Army 1876 enlisted man’s 5-button undress 
blouse, or sack coat, 30” overall length. The 1876 blouse was 
provided as military surplus to reservation and Indian agency 
police from the 1880s until after the turn of the century. The 3” 
nickel-silver badge is designed as a five-pointed star cut-out 
within a ½” ring. The ring bears the designation “SPECIAL” (top) 
“POLICE” (bottom). The star is stamped with the badge number 
“2”. Both coat and badge are in very good to excellent condition. 

The wearer’s photograph is hand-colored, contained within a 
domed metallic frame, glass intact, 19”x 13”. Though the wearer 
is unknown, the image and the badge are so distinctive that 
time and research may yield a name and place. Altogether, this 
is a unique set.

From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500
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49208 Remington-Keene “Frontier Model” Indian Police Carbine. 
24 1/2-inch barrels. Blued finish with casehardened hammer. Iron 
mountings present. A walnut straight stock is present. Carbine style 
barrel band near muzzle. Top of breech marked “E. REMINGTON & SONS, 
ILION N.Y. / PATENT FEB. 24 MARCH 17, 1874 JAN, 18 / SEPT. 26, 1876. 
MAR. 20. JUL. 31. 77”. This gun is also called the Frontier model based on 
the markings for the U.S. Department of Interior and various inspector 
marks. Gun is marked on the left side of the frame “U.S.I.D. 109” (United 
States Indian Department) and also “PR / 34” (Pine Ridge Agency 
policeman number 34, identified as the Oglala Little Chief ) to the upper 
tang. These markings indicate it was made for the U.S. Dept of Interior 
for arming Indian Police 1880-1881. Flayderman’s Guide states quantity 
estimated 620 to 800, but more recent research suggest likely under 
500. HN [Henry Nettleton] inspector marks are visible to the left side 
of barrel near breech and on the breech. Associated leather sling is 
attached to the rifle.

Condition: Fair to good as configured. Barrel retains some of the bluing, 
mostly to the magazine tube. Barrel more of a mottled grey patina with 
areas of bluing. A few dents are present to magazine tube. Breech area 
with moderate to heavy wear. Stock with various dings, scratches and 
dents. 2-inch period wood repair to bottom of forearm. Moderate crack 
to left side of stock extending close to triggerguard to breech area. 
Action good. Bore dark, rifling visible. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49209 Two Indian Police Batons, “Billy Clubs.”  As follows.
(1) Light weight (pine?) baton with a brass plate on the shaft bearing 
serial number 7649. The purple beaded tassels are 12” long. The shaft is 
24”. It has been much used with a rich patina. 
(2) This baton is heavier (walnut) and, perhaps because of its weight, 
shows little use. The red rope tassel is 12”. The shaft is 24”. Photographs 
of the Indian policeman Red Tomahawk, who participated in the 
attempted arrest of Sitting Bull, show him armed with an almost 
identical baton.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $150

49210 Colt Model 1860 Army Revolver with Period Holster. Serial 
no. 23028 [triggerguard, barrel, frame, cylinder, buttstrap, wedge and 
], .44 caliber, 8-inch barrel. Originally blued finish with casehardened 
frame. Walnut grips. Top of barrel reads -ADDRESS COL. SAML COLT 
NEW-YORK U.S. AMERICA-. Four screw, cut for shoulder stock. Various 
inspector marks to metal. When cataloguing this actual gun, we found 
an old note typed and fitted inside grips reading COLL. OF FRED B. 
SCHULTZ / OMAHA, NEBR. 5 JUNE 57 [left intact]. 

Note: According to Flayderman’s Guide, in production from 1860 
through c. 1873 with total production of about 200,500 made. Serial 
numbers reached about 156,000 by December 1865 and the end of the 
Civil War. See Flayderman’s 5B-092. This gun was manufactured in 1861. 
Gun is sold with period flap leather holster. 

Condition: Good to very good. Gun has a grey/brown patina overall 
with faint areas of original bluing and casehardening in protected areas. 
Light scattered pitting throughout. Grips with heavy wear, shrinkage 
and small loses to corners. Marred screws. Holster with moderate han-
dling and wear, but very good with marks inside flap. Light verdigris 
present to brass. Action crisp. Bore a bit dark, but rifling strong 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750
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49211 Sharps Civil War-Vintage Carbine. Serial no. C,4091, .52 caliber, 22-inch barrel. Blued finish with casehardened receiver, lever, buttplate, 
barrel band, and hammer. Walnut, oil finished stocks. This particular model made without patchbox although buttplate has the cut out. According 
to Flayderman’s Guide, about 40,000 were manufactured in this type c. 1859 to 1866. Right side of receiver marked “R.S. LAWRENCE PAT / APRIL 12th 
1859”. Also, slightly below that it is marked “C. SHARPS PAT / OCT. 5TH 1852”. The left side of receiver has the typical 1848 Sharps Patent lines but they 
are hard to make out. Inspectors cartouche to the left side of stock.

Condition: Excellent to mint. Showing minimal use, strong case colors to all areas mentioned including breechblock. Most of the bluing on barrel 
present with faint scratches to finish. Minor dings to wood overall with minor loses to varnish. One or two stronger scuffs to forearm areas. Strong 
markings overall except 1848 marking to receiver [its a bit soft and faint]. Action good. Bore good. Truly an exceptional example of this classic carbine.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $4,000

49212 Spencer Model 1865 Repeating Saddle Ring Carbine. Serial 
no. 17658, .52 caliber, 20-inch barrel with fixed front and adjustable 
rear sight. Blued finish with casehardened frame, lever, lower tang and 
buttplate. JLC inspector mark present on left side of barrel near breech. 
Numerous single letter inspector proofs throughout gun, including 
cartouches to stock near saddle ring on the left side. Serial number 
marking behind hammer on upper tang area of frame. Top of receiver 
marked “SPENCER REPEATING RIFLE / PAT’D MARCH 6, 1860 / MANUF’D 
AT PROV. R.I. / BY BURNSIDE RIFLE CO.” and  “[different angle] 
MODEL 1865”. These guns were numbered in their own range from 1 
to 34000. According to Flayderman’s, the U.S. government purchased 
30,502. See 9B-086.

Condition: Fine. Retaining most of the original bluing to barrel with 
small patches of losses or thinning. Light pitting marks and dings from 
storage and handling. Case colors are strong throughout gun with 
thinning concentrating to buttplate and lower tang area. Various scuffs, 
dings and mars to stocks focusing more to the left side on the gun. 
Action good. Bore good. A very pleasing example.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,500

49213 Model 1871 Ward Burton U.S. Springfield Saddle Ring 
Carbine, the Type Used on Custer’s Yellowstone Expedition. 
Unserialized, .50 caliber, 22-inch round barrel. Walnut stock with a single 
barrel fastening band. Faint cartouche mark visible near saddle ring. 
Sliding leaf style rear sight and fixed front sight. Top of bolt marked 
“WARD BURTON PATENT / DEC. 20, 1859 FEB. 21, 1871” and left side of 
breech marked “[EAGLE MOTIF] U.S. / SPRINGFIELD 1871”. According 
to Flayderman’s, these guns were made by Springfield Armory, c. 
1871 with a total quantity of 1,011 rifles and 316 carbines. Note: One 
of the earliest of bolt action military arms put into service by the U.S. 
government, not received well by troops, therefore limited productions 
were made, making this carbine scarce.

Condition: Very good to fine. These guns were finished in the white, 
showing a smooth gray finish to metal parts with traces of oil/grease 
residue and minor pitting. Moderate wear and pitting near muzzle. 
Wood in very good condition with mars and dings throughout. Saddle 
ring generates a minor scuff look under ring area. Marred screws. Action 
crisp. Bore good.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000
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Battle of the Little Bighorn Used

49214 U.S. Springfield Model 1873 Trapdoor Carbine. Among relics of famous battles, none are more highly prized and sought after than 
weapons. It is difficult to express the sense of awe one feels when holding in one’s hands a firearm used in one of the most iconic confrontations, the 
Battle of Little Bighorn. 

While several guns can be attributed to that fight by documented provenance, a new method for identifying Little Bighorn guns using forensic 
evidence was developed in the 1980s. An accidental range fire scorched most of the Reno battlefield, exposing a trove of 6000 artifacts, among 
them 2000 cartridge cases and bullets fired during the battle. The precise location of each object was carefully recorded. Internationally-respected 
American archaeologist Douglas Scott, working with a team from the National Parks Service, utilized a process not unlike that employed in criminal 
investigations, where microscopic study of firing pin and ejector marks on cartridges could be used to confirm that certain guns were actually used 
in the battle. Essential to the accuracy is the fact that clear firing pin impressions as well as ejector marks were readable on most cartridges. These 
are necessary to be sure that the field samples being inspected and cartridges test-fired from a subject firearm were in alignment. Their initial study, 
which tested 133 promising guns in private collections and those of the Springfield Armory National Historic Site, Rock Island Arsenal Museum, Little 
Bighorn Battlefield Museum, the Buffalo Bill Historic Center, and others yielded fifteen absolutely confirmed matches. Their standards were rigorous, 
and guns which met their criteria are now generally accepted as confirmed Battle-fired examples. 
  
The carbine offered here was matched to three individual shell casings found at the location of the Benteen/ Reno defensive position. It is 
accompanied by a 2006 notarized letter signed by both Doug Scott and Dick Harmon attesting to these matches (please see the web site 
presentation of this lot to view that letter). Heritage is honored to present this incontrovertible Little Bighorn carbine, clearly one of the highlights of 
the remarkable Swanson Collection.

It is challenging to predict what a gun of this importance might sell for. With the assistance of the consignor, we have been able to confirm six public 
and private sales of Little Bighorn-used guns. The highest was $650,000 and the average for the six was $315,000. Because of the absolute match to 
THREE Little Bighorn shell casings, we feel that this should be considered one of the most desirable forensically-documented examples.

The following is a technical description of the gun provided by our firearms expert: 

Serial no. 41219, 45-70 caliber, 22-inch barrel. Blade type front sight and graduated rear sight. This particular gun does not have the compartment on 
the butt. Lockplate marked “[American Eagle]” and “U.S. / SPRINGFIELD / 1873”. Breechblock marked “MODEL / 1873 / over [eaglehead] over [crossed 
arrows] over US”. According to research, Model 1873s were the first of Springfield Trapdoors chambered for the 45-70 cartridge. Cartouche mark 
present near lower tang [circle P], not visible near sling ring. Faint but legible W / W on wood, front of triggerguard area. According to Flayderman’s 
Guide, these guns were made c.1873 to 1877, with total quantities in the 73,000 range [this number includes rifles, carbines and cadet rifles]. See 9A-
364. Note: Pre-1876 made carbines, under serial number 43,700, are considered typical of the model armed with Custer’s 7th Cavalry.

Condition: Very good plus. Barrel retains a blue/brown patina with faint case colors present to breech. Some bluing to protected areas. Some pitting 
present near muzzle and some scattered scuffs and dings to handling areas of metal. Stock with numerous dents, bruising and scuffs throughout, 
typical of this model. Some shrinkage and loses to wood around buttplate area. Marred screws. Action good, bore ok. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $100,000
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49215 U.S. Springfield Model 1873 10th Cavalry (Black Unit) Carbine. Serial no. 20909, 45-70 caliber, 22-inch barrel. Blade type front sight and 
graduated rear sight. This particular gun does not have the compartment on the butt. Lockplate marked “[American Eagle]” and “U.S. / SPRINGFIELD 
/ 1873”. Breechblock marked “MODEL / 1873 / over [eaglehead] over [crossed arrows] over US”. According to research, Model 1873s were the first of 
Springfield Trapdoors chambered for the 45-70 cartridge. Cartouche mark present near lower tang and near sling ring bar [ESA] and rare 10th Cavalry 
[Block Unit] mark near lower tang. According to Flayderman’s Guide, these guns were made c. 1873 to 1877, with total quantities in the 73,000 range 
[this number includes rifles, carbines and cadet rifles]. See 9A-364. 

Condition: Good to very good for this model. Barrel retains an overall mellow patina with scattered pitting throughout. Faint case colors present to 
breech, tang and hammer. Gun metal and stock appears to have been cleaned or refinished at some point. Stock with various dents, bruising and 
scuffs throughout, typical of this model. Some marred screws. Action good, bore ok. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $3,000

49216 Fine Model 1879 U.S. Trapdoor Springfield Carbine. Serial no. 146144, 45-70 caliber, 22-inch barrel with fixed front and adjustable rear 
sight. Blued finish with casehardened breechblock and tang. Breechblock marked “U.S. / MODEL / 1873”. Lockplate marked ahead of hammer “[eagle] 
and U.S. SPRINGFIELD”. Barrel markings are [eaglehead] and large V and two Ps. Inspector cartouche markings “SWP 1880” on left side of stock. 
According to Flayderman’s Guide, there were approximately 160,000 made c. 1879-1885. Also worth mentioning, these guns were almost identical in 
barrel lengths and configurations to the Model 1873.

Condition: Excellent to mint. Most of finish intact on all parts, appears to have light handling / storage wear rather than any actual use. Vibrant case-
hardening to breechblock inside and out. Wood with some mars, dings, and fine scratching from handling, minor dings to saddle ring area. A few 
noticeable marks to wood are present near wrist and forearm area on both sides. Possible filling on buttplate near top screw. All cartouche marks on 
wood and inspector markings on steel are strong. Light wear to metal buttplate. Action crisp. Bore good. Overall an exceptional example.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $4,000

49217 “Model 1895” Krag Bolt Action Carbine. Serial no. 29153, 30-
40 caliber, 22-inch barrel with front and rear sights. Standard finish for 
Krag. Possibly reconfigured. Receiver marked “U.S. / 1895. SPRINGFIELD 
ARMORY. 29153”. It has the characteristics of a Model 1896, but made 
before the adoption of the Model 1896 based on the serial number. Also 
known to collectors as the Model 1895 [Variant Carbine] according to 
Flayderman’s Guide, see 9A-410. It is within the serial number range of 
25,000 to 35,000. Left side of stock carved “MD”. No cartouche marks 
present. 

Condition: Good as configured. Showing traces of original finish to 
barrel and receiver in protected areas, balance turning into a brown 
patina to barrel and silvered/gray patina to receiver. Wood with 
numerous dings and mars throughout. Crack on upper part of stock 
from breech to folding sight. Action good, bore dark but rifling present. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400

49218 Civil War Model 1858 Forage Cap. Sometimes called a “bum-
mer’s” cap, this one has the insignia on top “C/crossed sabers/1”. This cap 
was manufactured by Thomson, Goodrich & Co. of Cincinnati as part of 
an 1864 contract. The chin strap is intact across the visor. In sum, it is 
intact and in remarkably good condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750
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49219 Model 1858 Dress Hat, the “Hardee Hat.”  The hat was nick-
named for its imputed designer, William J. Hardee, who left his posi-
tion as Commandant of Cadets at West Point to enlist in 1861 in the 
Confederate Army. This is the enlisted dress hat, 3” brim and 6” crown, 
with black plume and yellow braid. The brim is looped up on the right 
for cavalry and artillery. (Infantry wore theirs with the brim attached up 
on the left.) This bears the large brass regimental “7” and crossed-sabers 
insignia for Company “A.” The lining is partially intact, and the condition 
is otherwise excellent! 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500

49220 Civil War Cavalry Officer’s Great Coat.  This spectacular 
sky-blue wool coat speaks of “the long sleepless watches of the night,” 
sleepless and cold. The coat is double-breasted with two rows of six 
standard ¾” buttons. The cape has all twelve of its ½” buttons. The over-
all length is 50” with brown cotton half-lining. Inside the left sleeve is 
stenciled the size (3) and the manufacturer’s name, partially faded. The 
coat shows normal but light wear, very lightly soiled, with local rubbing 
at the hems, and some verdigris on the buttons.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500

49221 Civil War Enlisted Man’s Sack Coat or Four-Button Fatigue 
Blouse. This is a lined “recruit” blouse, 30” long, little worn, with visible 
hand stitching at the collar to reinforce the corners. Original sack coats 
are very rarely found in this condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $5,000
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49222 Civil War Nine-Button Frock Coat and Forage Cap. The 
uniforms in this collection are distinguished for their condition. This set 
is no exception. The 36” long frock coat is trimmed in red for an artillery 
officer. It is partially lined with “1505B/ 38” stenciled on the lining. The 
coat shows normal but light wear with some minor unstitching and 
contemporary repairs.

The 1858-pattern forage cap was manufactured in New York by Louis 
J. and Isaac Phillips, one of about 800,000 made by the firm between 
1861 and 1865. This one shows the distinctive flat bill and 6” disc of 
those made in about 1864. The lining and label (“Size No. 3”) are intact; 
the sweatband is lightly worn. The fabric and the bill are in excellent 
condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $2,500

49223 Civil War Cavalry Sergeant’s Shell Jacket. 24” long 
12-button jacket in the pre-Civil War Dragoon pattern issued to non-
commissioned officers. The collar piping and trim are in the style and 
color of Dragoons. The sergeant’s stripes are in the color and style of 
the Civil War Union Army from 1862 on. The lining shows light wear and 
minor sweat stains; the condition is otherwise excellent. The belt and 
buckle, made for a 33” waist, are also in excellent condition, the brass 
buckle retaining the nickel-silver plating on the wreath. The carbine 
sling with brass fittings and iron spring clip is 58” long and in very good 
condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $3,000
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49224 Model 1872 Kepi Worn by a Trooper of the 3rd Infantry. 
This forage cap was manufactured in Philadelphia by Pitkin & Thomas 
through a contract awarded in March, 1882. The cap shows the wear of 
campaigning. There are minor holes, and the chin strap is missing. But 
the lining is intact, and the cap is in otherwise good condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250

49225 Charles Reich’s 
Quartermaster Sergeant 
Dress Coat. This is the 
1885-pattern enlisted man’s 
dress coat with buff trim and 
epaulettes, gold sergeant’s 
chevron and five service stripes 
(the last one a slightly different 
color). On the upper left sleeve 
is the Quartermaster’s crossed 
quill and key embroidered 
in sterling silver thread. The 
overall length is 34”. The coat 
was extremely well cared for. 

Charles Reich (1849-1907) was 
born in Hanover, Germany, 
came to the U.S. after the 
Civil War, and enlisted in 1871 
in the 19th Infantry. His first 
discharge, with character 
noted as “excellent,” took place 
at Fort Dodge, Kansas, in 1876 
followed by his immediate 
reenlistment. In 1885 he was 
appointed Post Quartermaster 
Sergeant and assigned to Fort 
Clark, Texas.

Reich’s military career spanned 35 years broken only by his 
Dishonorable Discharge (!) at Fort Logan, Colorado. Within less than a 
year, he was reenlisted as Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant in the 
34th Volunteer Infantry and sent to the Philippines. His last years were 
spent, interestingly, on Recruiting Service and as an infantryman. He 
retired - as a private - in 1906 and died just few months later.

Clearly he knew nothing but soldiering, and his dress coat shows his 
special Prussian pride in uniform. This lot is accompanying by a copy of 
Reich’s complete military file from the National Archives.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49226 Model 1872 Cavalry Dress Helmet. Partially restored. The 
rear bill of this helmet has the distinctive “lobster tail” shape of those 
manufactured by Bent & Bush of Boston. There is no sweat band, and 
the cord is worn and frayed. The regimental insignia is missing, but the 
crossed-sabers side buttons are intact. There are obvious repairs to rear 
and side. The helmet is otherwise complete.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750

49227 1872-Pattern Signal Corps 9-Button Dress Coat. 30” in over-
all length, with Signal Corps orange trim and epaulettes. The coat and 
lining are in excellent condition with minor sweat stains but no holes. 
The lining is marked “U.S./ Q.M.D” for the Philadelphia Depot.  
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000
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49228 7th Cavalry M1881 Dress Helmet and Uniform. 1) Dress 
helmet with sweatband marked: “Chas. E. Sackett. Inspector” and “W. H. 
Horstmann Co. Philadelphia. Contract Feb. 16, 1902.” The interior brass 
disc securing the finial is stamped “Raymold & Whitlock”.The front of 
the hat has a large embossed brass badge with eagle, crossed swords 
and the number “7” on a shield. The chin strap is secured with a set of 
brass cavalry buttons. There is an orange horsehair plume attached to 
the finial along with braided cord with rosettes and tassels. Excellent 
condition. 2) Nine-button wool jacket with corporal’s stripes on each 
sleeve, unmarked, with matching trousers. Superb condition with no 
mothing or material defects.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49229 Dress Coat for an Artillery Regiment Musician, 1881. This 
colorful 9-button dress coat, 30” long, in half-lined and has red frogging, 
piping and other trim. Inside, written on both sides, are the initials “M 
C B.” The condition is excellent. The 35” belt has the brass musician’s 
buckle, 2”x 2¾”. There is some verdigris, but the leather is supple and 
intact.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300

49230 1885 9-Button Dress Signal Corps Dress Coat. 28” in length, 
orange piping and trim, with the second pattern Signal Corps insignia 
patch on the left sleeve. The main difference from the 1872 pattern in 
the model 1885 coat is that the whole collar sports the service branch 
color. The condition here is, of course, excellent.

From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400
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49231 1885 Dress Coat for a Private in the Engineers. The 9-button 
enlisted frock coat, 33” long, with red facings and white piping. Excellent 
condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49232 1885-Pattern 9-Button Dress Coat for a Sergeant of 
Artillery. The frock coat has red facings and piping and the beautiful 
red-trimmed gold stripes and service stripe. The lining is marked from 
the Quartermaster Department, Philadelphia Depot, 1890. The coat is 
intact and in excellent condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49233 1885 Mounted Dress Coat for a Sergeant of Light Artillery. 
The “mounted” coats differ only in the tails. This 28” coat bears the red-
trimmed gold chevrons of a sergeant. The coat shows little wear and is 
in excellent condition. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $600

49234 Splendid 1885 Dress Coat for 1st Sergeant of Infantry. 
This 9-button frock coat has clean white facings, piping, and trim. The 
chevrons and service stripes are gold with white trim. Stenciled inside 
on the center of the lining is a “7” above “E/[crossed rifles]/3.” The 3rd 
Infantry trooper who wore this coat has hand-written his name adjacent 
to the regimental sign: “Geo F Ames.” The coat is in very good condition 
with a few minor age or moth holes.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $600
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49235 1885 Signal Corps 5-Button Tunic. Dark blue, unlined, 
28” long overall. Inside the left cuff, in ink, is the name “Ellis” and the 
designation “9th S.C.” for 9th Regiment, Signal Corps. The condition is 
excellent.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300

49236 1887 Ensemble for a 10th Cavalryman. We will keep 
using words such as “extraordinary” and “remarkable” to describe 
the condition of the uniforms and accoutrements in this collection, 
and they are barely adequate as adjectives. Each of the pieces in this 
ensemble stands out: 
(a) The 1887 nine-button dress tunic, 30” long, is lightly sweat-stained in 
the lining but is otherwise in excellent condition. 
(b) The trousers, 41” in overall length with 29½” inseam, are in excellent 
condition with the piping fully intact. 
(c) The 33” belt and buckle are marked “Rock Island Arsenal;” the saber 
hangers are stamped “C7 33.” 
(d) The 1885-pattern boots are slightly “down at the heel” - they saw 
some use - but are otherwise in very good shape, with 16½” tops. 
(e) The helmet is fully intact with 10th Cavalry insignia, in fine condition, 
with pre-1887 plume and cord.

This outfit may have been worn by one of the black troopers who, a 
decade later, saved the bacon of Theodore Roosevelt and his Rough 
Riders at Kettle and San Juan Hills. Five men of the 10th Cavalry were 
awarded the Medal of Honor for their valor in Cuba.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000
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49237 Model 1887 Signal Corps Dress Helmet. With the 1887 buttons and shield, and the black plume of 
a member of staff. The condition is, of course, excellent.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400

49238 Model 1887 Signal Corps Dress Helmet with 1881-Pattern Side Buttons and 
Shield. The signal corps orange is vivid and the helmet cloth is unfaded. The visor is cracked, 
but the helmet is in otherwise excellent condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $400

49239 Model 1887 Cavalry Dress Helmet with 3rd Regiment Insignia. With its post-1885 gold 
plume, this helmet looks ready-to-issue with no fading and little wear. Unusual in such fine condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500
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49240 Sergeant of Infantry, Spanish-American War: Ready to 
March. This sergeant wears an 1885-pattern 3-button pullover shirt 
(bottom button missing). The shirt is partially lined and is in great shape 
with very minor moth damage. The trousers have a 32½” inseam, a 
4-button fly (one button is mismatched), and light staining from normal 
wear. There are some contemporary repairs and minor moth damage. 
On his feet are a pair of barracks shoes (see lot number 11013). On his 
head, the sergeant wears a model 1889 campaign hat with grosgrain 
silk hat band and white cord. The left side of the crown is equipped for 
the button (detached, but present) to roll up and attach the 3” brim. 
The sweatband is mostly intact, and the condition is worn but good. 
The sergeant sports a 60”x 3” web bandolier for the .30-Krag and a 
36”x 3” cartridge belt for the .45 Colt. His canvas leggings are 15½” 
high with quick-lacing brass fittings and leather boot straps. Apart 
from some warehouse staining they are like new. Finally, he carries a 
canvas-covered model 1887 canteen with leather shoulder strap and 
brass hooks. The canteen appears to be stenciled for the 31st Infantry 
Regiment which postdates most of this gear. The 31st was organized at 
Fort William McKinley, Philippine Islands, in 1916.

The canteen shows some minor staining and verdigris on the brass fit-
tings but is otherwise in very good condition. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500

49241 9th Cavalry Trooper Uniform, Bound for San Juan Hill. In 
Cuba, on 1 July 1898, the attack of the Rough Riders, most of whom 
were on foot, almost faltered. Among elements of the Regular Army 
who helped save the day for Roosevelt’s volunteers were the troopers 
of Company H, 9th Cavalry, the “Buffalo Soldiers.” This could be one of 
them. He wears an 1885-pattern 3-button pullover shirt, in excellent 
condition. His trousers, with 31” inseam, are intact. His 15½” canvas 
leggings are equipped, like those of the infantry sergeant, with brass 
fittings for quick lacing and also are like new. He wears suspenders to 
help hold up his Mills-style model 1894 dark blue web belt, double 
row for .30-40 Krag cartridges and .45 or .38 Colt cartridges. Finally, his 
1889-pattern buff campaign hat with grosgrain silk hat band has seen 
better days but is still serviceable. Most important, it bears on the side 
the brass insignia of the 9th Cavalry and, on the front, the insignia of 
the valiant “H” Troop. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500
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49242 Undress Pillbox Cap Marked Inside, “Capt./ Walter I Joyce.”  
Manufactured by Warnock (New York), the cap bears the crossed-sabers insignia and 
is complete with decorative cord. This Spanish-American War vintage cap may have 
belonged to Roosevelt Rough Rider Walter Joyce who was, however, a private. (Did 
he add the “Capt.” for his descendants?) Information about Joyce accompanies the lot. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750

49243 1902 7th Cavalry Trooper Ready to Ride. If his uniform looks 
lightly used, it’s probably because he’s seen mostly garrison duty since 
returning from action in the Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902). Just 
under his collar he wears the ribbon for service in the Spanish-American 
War, and on his breast is a measure of his longtime enlistment: the Indian 
Wars Medal, issued in 1907 to veterans of the Indian Wars. 

The 1902-pattern sergeant’s six-button dress tunic is 30” long and 
fully intact. On both sides of the collar are the brass “U S” and “7 D” 
crossed sabers insignia. Condition is excellent; it shows little wear. The 
regulation 1” facing and 5/8” sleeve buttons are all soundly attached. The 
breast cord is 57” long and fully intact.

The sky-blue regulation sergeant’s breeches are 34” long and show 
some minor moth damage on front creases. The waistband is marked 
inside: “Inspected/ 1900/ N.G.N.Y.”
 
The 36” russet leather 1902-pattern belt with saber hangers is slightly 
stained but otherwise in excellent condition. Inside is printed in ink its 
owner’s name, “E N Peck.” A second belt differs in having brass eyelets in 
the tongue holes and is heavily worn. The saber hangers are stamped “R 
I A [Rock Island Arsenal]/ 1904.” The saber is correct to the time in pattern 
but was manufactured after WWII.
 
The 1902 service cap bears the appropriate 7th Cavalry insignia for 
Company D. Diameter is 9”. The bill is 2”. The condition is excellent, but 
the cap was worn enough that the owner’s name is frustratingly illegible 

(to our eyes) on the sweat band.
 
The pair of russet shin guards are 12” high with a maximum diameter on the adjustable tops of 5”. There is some verdigris on the brass buckles. The 
right shin guard is more bruised than the left suggesting that its wearer may have played polo or some other light-contact equestrian sport. Beneath 
the shin guards are the sergeant’s barracks shoes, 11½” long (size 10?) and 6” high.
 
Rounding out the uniform is the army issue detachable collar manufactured by “United Shirt & Collar!” Printed inside is the contract date, June 1, 1909.

The horse gear is in unused condition. The 1904-pattern McClellan saddle comes with all of its strapping, latigo, and cinches which show only light 
staining and bumping from warehouse storage. The stirrup covers are punched for riveting to the 5½” stirrups but were never attached. They are 
stamped “U S” and “LADEW/ 1918/ P.F.G.” The matching saddlebags, 13” x 14”, retain their unmarked canvas linings. The original rope cinch has ½ - 
covered iron rings, one of which is stamped “B.F.S.” The saddle comes with two bridles. One of them is complete with curb bit and chin chain. Its 1½” 
conchas have the eagle shield motif. The other has a snaffle bit. There is some minor rust, and the brass on the headstalls shows some verdigris. One 
of the straps is stamped “WOLF/ 1917/ R.J.N.” The army issue saddle blanket is of brown wool, marked “U S,” with an olive stripe at each end; 76” x 
68”.

The last piece of this extraordinary outfit is intended to make sure that the horse won’t get away: a coiled picket rope, as issued with its saddle clip.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500
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49244 Coast Artillery 9-button Dress Coat with Unusual 
Transitional Feature. This 33” 1885-pattern frock coat has the 
1902-pattern sergeant’s stripes on the sleeve. The red facings and 
epaulettes are complemented by the red cord. The collars bear the 
brass insignia “U.S.”, and on the sleeve is the Coast Artillery patch. 
Lettered carefully inside the back of the collar are the initials “E. S. D.” The 
condition is excellent.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49245 Model 1840 Cavalry Saber Marked “Horstmann’s/ Phila.” Its 
condition can be described as “cleaned.”
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250

49246 German-made 1860-Pattern Cavalry Saber. No maker’s 
markings. The brass guard is stamped “12” near the pommel. The wrist 
knot with brass button is 19”. The saber shows use with some pitting 
and minor rusting.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250

49247 Model 1860 Cavalry Saber and Scabbard. This was the 
model carried throughout the Civil War and Plains Indian Wars, manu-
factured by Ames, Chicopee, Massachusetts. This one is stamped “US/ 
JH/ 1859.” The condition is excellent with some scattered corrosion and 
pitting on both blade and scabbard. The 18” leather wrist knot is intact.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49248 Model 1860 Civil War-Made Saber. With blackened steel 
scabbard. The left side of the blade is stamped “Mansfield & Lamb/ 
Forestdale, R.I.” Though this is the Model 1860, the right side of the 
blade is stamped “U.S./ C.E.W./ 1864.” 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $300

49249 Military-Stamped Civil War Copper Bugle. Manufactured in 
1864 or 1865 by Stratton & Foote, New York. It is 16½” in length with a 
5½” brass-wrapped copper bell. This is the model carried by John Martin 
and the other 7th Cavalry trumpeters in 1876.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750
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49250 Civil War McClellan Saddle and Accouterments. This model 1859 McClellan saddle saw 
service but is complete and in rare and good condition. There are four cracks in the rawhide seat, but the 
tree is solid. The 15” skirts and jockeys are supple. The iron rings and D-rings, the japanned buckles, the 
saddlebag stud, 4½” hooded stirrups, and the latigo and strapping are all intact. Equipment straps are 
threaded through the cantle and pommel slots, and a carbine boot is attached on the off (right) side. The 
cinch is marked “Hoover, Calhoun & Co./ New York.” Hoover, Calhoun filled numerous contracts during the 
Civil War for leather goods, such as cartridge boxes, and horse gear.

The 1859-pattern saddlebags, 10” x 9”, are stamped on the left “Allegheny/ Arsenal/ 1863.” These are 
exceedingly scarce for their completeness and condition. The buckles are intact. The fastening straps at 
top, designed to lace through the staples on the cantle, are intact. The straps for securing the bags to the 
saddle are intact. And the leather lacing on the inner pockets is intact. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750

49251 1872-Pattern McClellan Saddle and Tack. This ensemble is in exceedingly rare 
unrestored and unmodified condition with no modern repairs. The black finish is heavily 
rubbed, and the leather is cracked on the left side of the cantle. The brass shield is missing 
from the pommel, but the saddle is otherwise complete. The D-rings and other iron fasteners, 
the pads, strapping, cinch and latigo, and 5” hooded-stirrups are intact. The right stirrup is 
stamped “U S” and has an “H” carved on the bottom.

The bridle is complete as well; the headstall and reins are intact. The iron in the bit and chain 
is pitted but in good condition. The 1872-pattern saddlebags, 15” x 11.25”, are heavily used 
but, remarkably, are almost intact. The leather is rubbed but not torn, and there is some 
verdigris around the brass buckles. The outer flap is missing from the right pocket, but the 
detached brass buckle is loose in the pouch. The left pocket is complete and even retains its 
canvas lining.

Finally, the 1873-pattern canteen is intact with its cork stopper and 48” canvas strap. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,500

49252 1881-Pattern McClellan Saddle and Accouterments. This is a superb ensemble. The leather is still 
glossy with a few abrasions. The brass rings and buckles, iron cinch rings, strapping, latigo, saddle-bag post 
behind the cantle, cinch, and 5½” hooded stirrups are intact and in excellent condition. The stirrups and cinch 
are stamped “Rock Island Arsenal.” The bridle consists solely of the headstall. The 1884 saddlebags, stamped 
“U S,” show considerable field use but are remarkably intact. The buckle is missing on the middle strap on both 
sides, but the left pocket retains all of its canvas lining.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750



104  To view full descriptions, enlargeable images and bid online, visit HA.com/6197

49253 Blakeslee Cartridge Box for Civil War Spencer Carbine. 
The 12” x 4” x 3” box is constructed of wood with ten tin tubes and 
covered with tightly stitched black leather. The Spencer carbine was 
an innovative repeater that gave cavalry troopers a great deal more 
firepower than soldiers armed with single-shot firearms. In the butt 
stock was a tubular magazine that could hold up to seven .52 caliber 
cartridges. When Erastus Blakeslee, a cavalryman, invented this 
cartridge box, that firepower was multiplied by, in this case, a factor of 
ten. It allowed the trooper to withdraw a tube of cartridges and slide 
them quickly into the magazine aperture in the butt. This Blakeslee box 
is in superb condition. Only the leather tab closure shows the effects of 
frequent use.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $750

49254 Outstanding Model 1872 Holster for a Single-Action Army 
revolver, with Hoffman Swivel and Cleaning Kit. 12” long, showing 
little use. The leather is still supple with some verdigris around the brass. 
The cleaning rod is in place. The “U S” stamped in the oval on the flap is 
faint but still visible. This is a rare find in any case, and it is exceedingly 
rare in this condition.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $1,000

49255 Three boxes of Indian Wars Revolver Ammunition, 
Unopened.  All three boxes of twelve cartridges were manufactured at 
the Frankford Arsenal, Philadelphia. One is marked “Colt’s Revolver, Cal; 
.45” and was packed in 1874. The other two are marked “Revolver Ball/ 
Cartridges./ Calibre .45.” One was packed in 1875; the other in 1878. All 
three are still tightly sealed in their waxed paper wraps.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49256 Two Boxes of 20 Carbine Cartridges, To Finish Arming the 
Cavalryman. Both manufactured at the Frankford Arsenal, Philadelphia. 
One box is marked “U.S. Springfield Carbine/ Cartridges/ Calibre, .45” 
and is dated September, 1875. The outer wrap has been opened at one 
end, but the box is intact. The other box, interestingly, has a warning 
about the safe reloading of the cartridges filling most of the text space 
on the top. It is marked “Carbine Cartridges,/ Model 1886.” Though the 
Model 1886 Springfield rifle and carbine did not go into wide produc-
tion, the cartridges themselves were the standard .45-70 government 
cartridges. This box is fully wrapped and unopened.   
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250

49257 Model 1882 Officer’s “Epee” Saber. “Stars & Stripes” shield 
on the brass pommel, white sharkskin handle wrapped with gold wire, 
16½” gold-thread wrist strap. The blade is marked on the left, “Made in 
France,” and on the right, “Ridabock & Co./ New-York.” “U.S.” is engraved 
on the left side and, patriotically, “e pluribus unum” on the right. 
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $250
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49258 Model 1876 Cartridge Belt. Tan canvas and leather with brass 
frame buckle and 54 .45-70 cartridge loops. Marked “Watervliet Arsenal,” 
this belt has the 1879 modification with three brass rings.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $150

49259 Second-Model 1885 Pattern Mills Cartridge Belt with Brass 
“Split Buckle.” The inside is marked in pencil, presumably with the wearer’s 
name. The beginning “R” is readable, but the rest of the letters are quite 
faint.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49260 Model 1885 “Conversion” Mills Cartridge Belt. With 45 loops for 
.45-70 cartridges and with a carbine hook attached. The billet is stamped 
“6/C.”
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $150

49261 Spanish-American War: Scarce Bowie-Style Bayonet for the Krag Rifle. 
9” blade, manufactured at the Springfield Armory in 1900. It is complete with its 10” 
steel scabbard with belt loop. There is light pitting on the blade and the pommel, 
but otherwise it is in very good condition. The scabbard is dented in two places, as if 
rapped on an edge.
From the Glenwood Swanson Collection.
Starting Bid: $500

49262 No Lot
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49263 George Armstrong Custer: A Marvelous Inscribed .22 Revolver Presented to Custer by the United States Volunteers in 1863. 
Inscribed on the back strap “B. G. George A. Custer from U.S.V. 1863,” it was undoubtedly presented by his men when he received a field commission 
as brigadier general from Gen. Alfred Pleasonton and given command of the Michigan Cavalry Brigade, 3rd Division, Army of the Potomac. The gun 
comes with it original custom thermoplastic case with patriotic motif on the lid.

The provenance is marvelous. It was auctioned in 1988 by a descendent of “Captain Jack” Crawford, the “Poet Scout” who had earned the good will 
of Elizabeth Custer by writing adulatory verse about Custer after Little Bighorn. By family tradition, this gun and a portable writing desk were gifted 
to Crawford by Custer’s widow in appreciation. Both items, along with a number or other objects which belonged to Crawford, were loaned by the 
family in 1948 for an exhibition at Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas, celebrating the post’s 100th anniversary ( a photocopy of the receipt received by the 
family, detailing the objects on loan, is included). 

Coincidentally, Heritage also handled the writing desk, which sold for $37,500 in our November 2013 Western Americana auction.

The gun is accompanied by 1988 and 1989 letters from respected Militaria expert Eric Vaule and well-known firearms dealer John Ganzel, who 
presented it at auction in February 1989. They are enclosed in a handsome custom bound volume as shown. The current consignor purchased both 
the writing desk and the presentation revolver in that auction.

This is a first model Manhattan .22 caliber revolver, serial number 5720. It displays the standard factory scroll engraving and retains strong traces of 
the original blue finish. The cylinder and frame both exhibit substantial traces of the original gilt finish, and the gun is fitted with its original pearl 
handled grips. The extractor below the barrel is missing. Action is good. Moderately pitted bore. Overall, the gun is in very fine condition, greatly 
enhanced by the presence of the original presentation case.

Many firearms passed through General Custer’s hands over the years. Clearly this is one which meant a great deal to him. In all probability, it was the 
first such presentation he ever received. Certainly one of the most significant Custer artifacts which has ever been our privilege to offer at auction.
Starting Bid: $25,000

End of Auction
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on or after the day the first lot is sold, nor Internet bids submitted after the published closing time; nor is 
Auctioneer responsible for proper execution of bids submitted by telephone, mail, FAX, e-mail, Internet, or 
in person once the Auction begins. Bids placed electronically via the internet may not be withdrawn until 
your written request is received and acknowledged by Auctioneer (FAX: 214-409-1425); such requests must 
state the reason, and may constitute grounds for withdrawal of bidding privileges. Lots won by mail Bidders 
will not be delivered at the Auction unless prearranged. 

11.  Caveat as to Bid Increments. Bid increments (over the current bid level) determine the lowest amount you 
may bid on a particular lot. Bids greater than one increment over the current bid can be any whole dollar 
amount. It is possible under several circumstances for winning bids to be between increments, sometimes 
only $1 above the previous increment. Please see: “How can I lose by less than an increment?” on our 
website. Bids will be accepted in whole dollar amounts only. No “buy” or “unlimited” bids will be accepted.
The following chart governs current bidding increments  
(see HA.com/c/ref/web-tips.zx#guidelines-increments). 

Current Bid .................. Bid Increment
< $10 ......................................................$1
$10 - $49 .............................................. $2
$50 - $99 .............................................. $5
$100 - $199 ........................................ $10
$200 - $499 ........................................ $20
$500 - $999 ........................................ $50
$1,000 - $1,999 ...............................  $100
$2,000 - $4,999 ...............................  $200
$5,000 - $9,999 ...............................  $500

Current Bid .................. Bid Increment
$10,000 - $19,999 ........................  $1,000
$20,000 - $49,999 ........................  $2,000
$50,000 - $99,999 ........................  $5,000
$100,000 - $199,999 .................  $10,000
$200,000 - $499,999 .................  $20,000
$500,000 - $999,999 .................  $25,000
$1,000,000 - $1,999,999 ...........  $50,000
$2,000,000 - $9,999,999 .........  $100,000
>= $10,000,000........................  $200,000

12.  If Auctioneer calls for a full increment, a bidder may request Auctioneer to accept a bid at half of the 
increment (“Cut Bid”) only once per lot. After offering a Cut Bid, bidders may continue to participate only 
at full increments. Off-increment bids may be accepted by the Auctioneer at Signature® Auctions and Grand 
Format Auctions. If the Auctioneer solicits bids other than the expected increment, these bids will not be 
considered Cut Bids.

Conducting the Auction: 
13.  Notice of the consignor’s liberty to place bids on his lots in the Auction is hereby made in accordance with 

Article 2 of the Texas Business and Commercial Code. A “Minimum Bid” is an amount below which the lot 
will not sell. THE CONSIGNOR OF PROPERTY MAY PLACE WRITTEN ”Minimum Bids” ON HIS LOTS 
IN ADVANCE OF THE AUCTION; ON SUCH LOTS, IF THE HAMMER PRICE DOES NOT MEET THE 
“Minimum Bid”, THE CONSIGNOR MAY PAY A REDUCED COMMISSION ON THOSE LOTS. ”Minimum 
Bids” are generally posted online several days prior to the Auction closing. For any successful bid placed 
by a consignor on his Property on the Auction floor, or by any means during the live session, or after the 

”Minimum Bid” for an Auction have been posted, we will require the consignor to pay full Buyer’s Premium 
and Seller’s Commissions on such lot. 

14.  The highest qualified Bidder recognized by the Auctioneer shall be the Buyer. In the event of a tie bid, the 
earliest bid received or recognized wins. In the event of any dispute between any Bidders at an Auction, 
Auctioneer may at his sole discretion reoffer the lot. Auctioneer’s decision and declaration of the winning 
Bidder shall be final and binding upon all Bidders. Bids properly offered, whether by floor Bidder or other 
means of bidding, may on occasion be missed or go unrecognized; in such cases, the Auctioneer may 
declare the recognized bid accepted as the winning bid, regardless of whether a competing bid may have 
been higher. Auctioneer reserves the right after the hammer fall to accept bids and reopen bidding for 
bids placed through the Internet or otherwise. Regardless that bids are made on a Property, Auctioneer 
reserves the right to withdraw the Properties, or any part of the Properties, from the Auction at any time 
prior to the opening of any lot containing such Properties for sale by the auctioneer (crier), or in the case of 
Internet-only auctions when the bid opens for either live bidding online or the beginning of the extended 
period, if any 

15.  Auctioneer reserves the right to refuse to honor any bid or to limit the amount of any bid, in its sole 
discretion. A bid is considered not made in “Good Faith” when made by an insolvent or irresponsible 
person, a person under the age of eighteen, or is not supported by satisfactory credit, collectibles references, 
or otherwise. Regardless of the disclosure of his identity, any bid by a consignor or his agent on a lot 
consigned by him is deemed to be made in “Good Faith.” Any person apparently appearing on the OFAC 
list is not eligible to bid. 

16.  Nominal Bids. The Auctioneer in its sole discretion may reject nominal bids, small opening bids, or very 
nominal advances. If a lot bearing estimates fails to open for 40–60% of the low estimate, the Auctioneer 
may pass the item or may place a protective bid on behalf of the consignor. 

17.  Lots bearing bidding estimates shall open at Auctioneer’s discretion (generally 40%-60% of the low 
estimate). In the event that no bid meets or exceeds that opening amount, the lot shall pass as unsold. 

18.  All items are to be purchased per lot as numerically indicated and no lots will be broken. Auctioneer 
reserves the right to withdraw, prior to the close, any lots from the Auction. 

19.  Auctioneer reserves the right to rescind the sale in the event of nonpayment, breach of a warranty, disputed 
ownership, auctioneer’s clerical error or omission in exercising bids and reserves, or for any other reason 
and in Auctioneer’s sole discretion. In cases of nonpayment, Auctioneer’s election to void a sale does not 
relieve the Bidder from their obligation to pay Auctioneer its fees (seller’s and buyer’s premium) and any 
other damages or expenses pertaining to the lot. 

20.   Auctioneer occasionally experiences Internet and/or Server service outages, and Auctioneer periodically 
schedules system downtime for maintenance and other purposes, during which Bidders cannot participate 
or place bids. If such outages occur, we may at our discretion extend bidding for the Auction. Bidders 
unable to place their Bids through the Internet are directed to contact Client Services at 877-HERITAGE 
(437-4824). 

21.  The Auctioneer, its affiliates, or their employees consign items to be sold in the Auction, and may bid on 
those lots or any other lots. Auctioneer or affiliates expressly reserve the right to modify any such bids at any 
time prior to the hammer based upon data made known to the Auctioneer or its affiliates. The Auctioneer 
may extend advances, guarantees, or loans to certain consignors. 

22.  The Auctioneer has the right to sell certain unsold items after the close of the Auction. Such lots shall be 
considered sold during the Auction and all these Terms and Conditions shall apply to such sales including 
but not limited to the Buyer’s Premium, return rights, and disclaimers. 

Payment: 
23.  All sales are strictly for cash in United States dollars (including U.S. currency, bank wire, cashier checks, 

travelers checks, eChecks, and bank money orders, and are subject to all reporting requirements). All 
deliveries are subject to good funds; funds being received in Auctioneer’s account before delivery of the 
Purchases; and all payments are subject to a clearing period. Auctioneer reserves the right to determine 
if a check constitutes “good funds”: checks drawn on a U.S. bank are subject to a ten business day hold, 
and thirty days when drawn on an international bank. Clients with pre-arranged credit status may receive 
immediate credit for payments via eCheck, personal, or corporate checks. All others will be subject to a 
hold of 5 days, or more, for the funds to clear prior to releasing merchandise. (Ref. T&C item 7 Credit for 
additional information.) Payments can be made 24-48 hours post auction from the My Orders page of the 
HA.com website. 

24.  Payment is due upon closing of the Auction session, or upon presentment of an invoice. Auctioneer reserves 
the right to void an invoice if payment in full is not received within 7 days after the close of the Auction. In 
cases of nonpayment, Auctioneer’s election to void a sale does not relieve the Bidder from their obligation 
to pay Auctioneer its fees (seller’s and buyer’s premium) on the lot and any other damages pertaining to the 
lot or Auctioneer. Alternatively, Auctioneer at its sole option, may charge a twenty (20%) fee based on the 
amount of the purchase. In either case the Auctioneer may offset amount of its claim against any monies 
owing to the Bidder or secure its claim against any of the Bidder’s properties held by the Auctioneer..

25.  Lots delivered to you, or your representative are subject to all applicable state and local taxes, unless 
appropriate permits are on file with Auctioneer. Bidder agrees to pay Auctioneer the actual amount of tax 
due in the event that sales tax is not properly collected due to: 1) an expired, inaccurate, or inappropriate 
tax certificate or declaration, 2) an incorrect interpretation of the applicable statute, 3) or any other reason. 
The appropriate form or certificate must be on file at and verified by Auctioneer five days prior to Auction, 
or tax must be paid; only if such form or certificate is received by Auctioneer within 4 days after the Auction 
can a refund of tax paid be made. Lots from different Auctions may not be aggregated for sales tax purposes.

26.  In the event that a Bidder’s payment is dishonored upon presentment(s), Bidder shall pay the maximum 
statutory processing fee set by applicable state law. If you attempt to pay via eCheck and your financial 
institution denies this transfer from your bank account, or the payment cannot be completed using the 
selected funding source, you agree to complete payment using your credit card on file.

27.  If any Auction invoice submitted by Auctioneer is not paid in full when due, the unpaid balance will bear 
interest at the highest rate permitted by law from the date of invoice until paid. Any invoice not paid when 
due will bear a three percent (3%) late fee on the invoice amount. If the Auctioneer refers any invoice 
to an attorney for collection, the buyer agrees to pay attorney’s fees, court costs, and other collection 
costs incurred by Auctioneer. If Auctioneer assigns collection to its in-house legal staff, such attorney’s 
time expended on the matter shall be compensated at a rate comparable to the hourly rate of independent 
attorneys. 

28.  In the event a successful Bidder fails to pay any amounts due, Auctioneer reserves the right to sell the lot(s) 
securing the invoice to any underbidders in the Auction that the lot(s) appeared, or at subsequent private or 
public sale, or relist the lot(s) in a future auction conducted by Auctioneer. A defaulting Bidder agrees to pay 
for the reasonable costs of resale (including a 15% seller’s commission, if consigned to an auction conducted 
by Auctioneer). The defaulting Bidder is liable to pay any difference between his total original invoice for the 
lot(s), plus any applicable interest, and the net proceeds for the lot(s) if sold at private sale or the subsequent 
hammer price of the lot(s) less the 15% seller’s commissions, if sold at an Auctioneer’s auction.

29.   Auctioneer reserves the right to require payment in full in good funds before delivery of the merchandise. 
30.  Auctioneer shall have a lien against the merchandise purchased by the buyer to secure payment of the 

Auction invoice. Auctioneer is further granted a lien and the right to retain possession of any other 
property of the buyer then held by the Auctioneer or its affiliates to secure payment of any Auction invoice 
or any other amounts due the Auctioneer or affiliates from the buyer. With respect to these lien rights, 
Auctioneer shall have all the rights of a secured creditor under Article 9 of the Texas Uniform Commercial 
Code, including but not limited to the right of sale (including a 15% seller’s commission, if consigned to an 
auction conducted by Auctioneer). In addition, with respect to payment of the Auction invoice(s), the buyer 
waives any and all rights of offset he might otherwise have against the Auctioneer and the consignor of the 
merchandise included on the invoice. If a Bidder owes Auctioneer or its affiliates on any account, Auctioneer 
and its affiliates shall have the right to offset such unpaid account by any credit balance due Bidder, and 
it may secure by possessory lien any unpaid amount by any of the Bidder’s property in their possession.

31.  Title shall not pass to the successful Bidder until all invoices are paid in full. It is the responsibility of the 
buyer to provide adequate insurance coverage for the items once they have been delivered to a common 



Terms and Conditions of Auction
carrier or third-party shipper. 

Delivery; Shipping; and Handling Charges: 
32.  Buyer is liable for shipping, handling, registration, and renewal fees, if any. Please refer to Auctioneer’s 

website HA.com/c/shipping.zx for the latest charges or call Auctioneer. Auctioneer is unable to combine 
purchases from other auctions or affiliates into one package for shipping purposes. Lots won will be shipped 
in a commercially reasonable time after payment in good funds for the merchandise and the shipping fees 
is received or credit extended, except when third-party shipment occurs. Buyer agrees that Service and 
Handling charges related to shipping items which are not pre-paid may be charged to the credit card on 
file with Auctioneer. 

33.  Successful international Bidders shall provide written shipping instructions, including specified customs 
declarations, to the Auctioneer for any lots to be delivered outside of the United States. NOTE: Declaration 
value shall be the item’(s) hammer price together with its buyer’s premium and Auctioneer shall use the 
correct harmonized code for the lot. Domestic Buyers on lots designated for third-party shipment must 
designate the common carrier, accept risk of loss, and prepay shipping costs.

34.  All shipping charges will be borne by the successful Bidder. On all shipments in which Heritage charges the 
Delivery, Handling, and Transit Fee infra, any risk of loss during shipment will be borne by Heritage until 
the shipping carrier’s confirmation of delivery to the address of record in Auctioneer’s file, this is the “Secure 
Location”. A common carrier’s confirmation is conclusive to prove delivery to Bidder; if the client has a 
Signature release on file with the carrier, the package is considered delivered without Signature. Auctioneer 
shall arrange, select, and engage common carriers and other transportation vendors on your behalf. Transit 
services are subject to the following terms and conditions: 
a.  Scope of Transit Services: Your properties for transit will be insured under one or more insurance policies 

issued by an authorized broker to Auctioneer. The properties will be insured for the invoice price of the 
properties (hammer price plus Buyer’s Premium) (“Insured Value”). For each shipment, you will provide 
a Secure Location to which the items will be delivered. NOTICE: Auctioneer is neither an insurance 
company nor a common carrier of any type.

b.  Auctioneer’s Compensation for Transit Services: Auctioneer will provide transit services to Buyer for ¾ of 
1% of the Insured Value, plus packaging and handling fees and fees for the common carrier (collectively, 
“Delivery, Handling, and Transit Fee”). You agree to pay Delivery, Handling, and Transit Fee and comply 
with all terms of payment as set forth in paragraphs 23 to 31 of this Agreement.

c.  Auctioneer’s Limitation of Liability for Transit Services: You understand and agree that Auctioneer’s 
liability for loss of or damage to the items, if any, ends when the items have been delivered to the Secure 
Location, and Auctioneer has received evidence of delivery. If you claim that any property has sustained 
loss or damage during transit, you must report any such loss or damage to Auctioneer within seventy-two 
(72) hours of the delivery date. Your recovery for loss of or damage to any property is limited to the lesser 
of actual cash value of the property or the Insured Value. Under no circumstances is Auctioneer liable 
for consequential or punitive damages.

35.  Due to the nature of some items sold, it shall be the responsibility for the successful Bidder to arrange pick-
up and shipping through third-parties; as to such items Auctioneer shall have no liability. Failure to pick-up 
or arrange shipping in a timely fashion (within ten days) shall subject Lots to storage and moving charges, 
including a $100 administration fee plus $10 daily storage for larger items and $5.00 daily for smaller items 
(storage fee per item) after 35 days. In the event the Lot is not removed within ninety days, the Lot may 
be offered for sale to recover any past due storage or moving fees, including a 10% Seller’s Commission.

36A.  The laws of various countries regulate the import or export of certain plant and animal properties, 
including (but not limited to) items made of (or including) Brazilian rosewood, ivory, whalebone, turtle 
shell, coral, crocodile, or other wildlife. Transport of such lots may require special licenses for export, 
import, or both. Bidder is responsible for: 1) obtaining all information on such restricted items for both 
export and import; 2) obtaining all such licenses and/or permits. Delay, failure, or incapacity to obtain 
any such license or permit does not relieve the buyer of timely payment, or afford them the capacity to 
void their purchase or payment. For further information, please contact Ron Brackemyre at 800-872-6467 
ext. 1312.

36B.  California State law prohibits the importation of any product containing Python skin into the State of 
California, thus no lot containing Python skin will be shipped to or invoiced to a person or company in 
California.

36C.  Auctioneer shall not be liable for any loss caused by or resulting from:
a.  Seizure or destruction under quarantine or Customs regulation, or confiscation by order of any 

Government or public authority, or risks of contraband or illegal transportation of trade, or
b.  Breakage of statuary, marble, glassware, bric-a-brac, porcelains, jewelry, and similar fragile articles

37.  Any request for shipping verification for undelivered packages must be made within 30 days of shipment 
by Auctioneer. 

Cataloging, Warranties and Disclaimers: 
38.  NO WARRANTY, WHETHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, IS MADE WITH RESPECT TO ANY 

DESCRIPTION CONTAINED IN THIS AUCTION OR ANY SECOND OPINE. Any description of the items 
or second opine contained in this Auction is for the sole purpose of identifying the items for those Bidders 
who do not have the opportunity to view the lots prior to bidding, and no description of items has been 
made part of the basis of the bargain or has created any express warranty that the goods would conform to 
any description made by Auctioneer. Color variations can be expected in any electronic or printed imaging, 
and are not grounds for the return of any lot. NOTE: Auctioneer, in specified auction venues, for example, 
Fine Art, may have express written warranties and you are referred to those specific terms and conditions. .

39.  Auctioneer is selling only such right or title to the items being sold as Auctioneer may have by virtue 
of consignment agreements on the date of auction and disclaims any warranty of title to the Property. 
Auctioneer disclaims any warranty of merchantability or fitness for any particular purposes. All images, 
descriptions, sales data, and archival records are the exclusive property of Auctioneer, and may be used by 
Auctioneer for advertising, promotion, archival records, and any other uses deemed appropriate.

40.  Translations of foreign language documents may be provided as a convenience to interested parties. 
Auctioneer makes no representation as to the accuracy of those translations and will not be held responsible 
for errors in bidding arising from inaccuracies in translation. 

41.  Auctioneer disclaims all liability for damages, consequential or otherwise, arising out of or in connection 
with the sale of any Property by Auctioneer to Bidder. No third party may rely on any benefit of these 
Terms and Conditions and any rights, if any, established hereunder are personal to the Bidder and may not 
be assigned. Any statement made by the Auctioneer is an opinion and does not constitute a warranty or 
representation. No employee of Auctioneer may alter these Terms and Conditions, and, unless signed by a 
principal of Auctioneer, any such alteration is null and void. 

42.  Auctioneer shall not be liable for breakage of glass or damage to frames (patent or latent); such defects, in 
any event, shall not be a basis for any claim for return or reduction in purchase price. 

Release: 
43.  In consideration of participation in the Auction and the placing of a bid, Bidder expressly releases 

Auctioneer, its officers, directors and employees, its affiliates, and its outside experts that provide second 
opines, from any and all claims, cause of action, chose of action, whether at law or equity or any arbitration 
or mediation rights existing under the rules of any professional society or affiliation based upon the 
assigned description, or a derivative theory, breach of warranty express or implied, representation or other 
matter set forth within these Terms and Conditions of Auction or otherwise. In the event of a claim, Bidder 
agrees that such rights and privileges conferred therein are strictly construed as specifically declared herein; 
e.g., authenticity, typographical error, etc. and are the exclusive remedy. Bidder, by non-compliance to these 
express terms of a granted remedy, shall waive any claim against Auctioneer. 

44.  Notice: Some Property sold by Auctioneer are inherently dangerous e.g. firearms, cannons, and small items 
that may be swallowed or ingested or may have latent defects all of which may cause harm to a person. 
Purchaser accepts all risk of loss or damage from its purchase of these items and Auctioneer disclaims any 
liability whether under contract or tort for damages and losses, direct or inconsequential, and expressly 
disclaims any warranty as to safety or usage of any lot sold.

Dispute Resolution and Arbitration Provision: 
45.  By placing a bid or otherwise participating in the auction, Bidder accepts these Terms and Conditions 

of Auction, and specifically agrees to the dispute resolution provided herein. Consumer disputes shall be 
resolved through court litigation which has an exclusive Dallas, Texas venue clause and jury waiver. Non-
consumer dispute shall be determined in binding arbitration which arbitration replaces the right to go to 
court, including the right to a jury trial. 

46.  Auctioneer in no event shall be responsible for consequential damages, incidental damages, compensatory 
damages, or any other damages arising or claimed to be arising from the auction of any lot. In the event that 
Auctioneer cannot deliver the lot or subsequently it is established that the lot lacks title, or other transfer 
or condition issue is claimed, in such cases the sole remedy shall be limited to rescission of sale and refund 
of the amount paid by Bidder; in no case shall Auctioneer’s maximum liability exceed the high bid on that 
lot, which bid shall be deemed for all purposes the value of the lot. After one year has elapsed, Auctioneer’s 
maximum liability shall be limited to any commissions and fees Auctioneer earned on that lot.

47.  In the event of an attribution error, Auctioneer may at its sole discretion, correct the error on the Internet, 
or, if discovered at a later date, to refund the buyer’s purchase price without further obligation. 

48.  Exclusive Dispute Resolution Process: All claims, disputes, or controversies in connection with, relating 
to and /or arising out of your Participation in the Auction or purchase of any lot, any interpretation of the 
Terms and Conditions of Sale or any amendments thereto, any description of any lot or condition report, 
any damage to any lot, any alleged verbal modification of any term of sale or condition report or description 
and/or any purported settlement whether asserted in contract, tort, under Federal or State statute or 
regulation or any claim made by you of a lot or your Participation in the auction involving the auction 
or a specific lot involving a warranty or representation of a consignor or other person or entity including 
Auctioneer { which claim you consent to be made a party} (collectively, “Claim”) shall be exclusively heard 
by, and the claimant (or respondent as the case may be) and Heritage each consent to the Claim being 
presented in a confidential binding arbitration before a single arbitrator administrated by and conducted 
under the rules of, the American Arbitration Association. The locale for all such arbitrations shall be Dallas, 
Texas. The arbitrator’s award may be enforced in any court of competent jurisdiction. If a Claim involves a 
consumer, exclusive subject matter jurisdiction for the Claim is in the State District Courts of Dallas County, 
Texas and the consumer consents to subject matter and in personam jurisdiction; further CONSUMER 
EXPRESSLY WAIVES ANY RIGHT TO TRIAL BY JURY. A consumer may elect arbitration as specified 
above. Any claim involving the purchase or sale of numismatic or related items may be submitted through 
binding PNG arbitration. Any Claim must be brought within two (2) years of the alleged breach, default 
or misrepresentation or the Claim is waived. Exemplary or punitive damages are not permitted and are 
waived. A Claim is not subject to class certification. Nothing herein shall be construed to extend the time 
of return or conditions and restrictions for return. This Agreement and any Claim shall be determined and 
construed under Texas law. The prevailing party (a party that is awarded substantial and material relief 
on its damage claim based on damages sought vs. awarded or the successful defense of a Claim based on 
damages sought vs. awarded) may be awarded its reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs. 

49.  No claims of any kind can be considered after the settlements have been made with the consignors. Any 
dispute after the settlement date is strictly between the Bidder and consignor without involvement or 
responsibility of the Auctioneer. 

50.  In consideration of their participation in or application for the Auction, a person or entity (whether the 
successful Bidder, a Bidder, a purchaser and/or other Auction participant or registrant) agrees that all 
disputes in any way relating to, arising under, connected with, or incidental to these Terms and Conditions 
and purchases, or default in payment thereof, shall be arbitrated pursuant to the arbitration provision. In 
the event that any matter including actions to compel arbitration, construe the agreement, actions in aid of 
arbitration or otherwise needs to be litigated, such litigation shall be exclusively in the Courts of the State 
of Texas, in Dallas County, Texas, and if necessary the corresponding appellate courts. For such actions, 
the successful Bidder, purchaser, or Auction participant also expressly submits himself to the personal 
jurisdiction of the State of Texas. 

51.  These Terms & Conditions provide specific remedies for occurrences in the auction and delivery process. 
Where such remedies are afforded, they shall be interpreted strictly. Bidder agrees that any claim shall 
utilize such remedies; Bidder making a claim in excess of those remedies provided in these Terms and 
Conditions agrees that in no case whatsoever shall Auctioneer’s maximum liability exceed the high bid on 
that lot, which bid shall be deemed for all purposes the value of the lot. 

Miscellaneous: 
52.  Agreements between Bidders and consignors to effectuate a non-sale of an item at Auction, inhibit bidding 

on a consigned item to enter into a private sale agreement for said item, or to utilize the Auctioneer’s 
Auction to obtain sales for non-selling consigned items subsequent to the Auction, are strictly prohibited. 
If a subsequent sale of a previously consigned item occurs in violation of this provision, Auctioneer 
reserves the right to charge Bidder the applicable Buyer’s Premium and consignor a Seller’s Commission as 
determined for each auction venue and by the terms of the seller’s agreement. 

53.  Acceptance of these Terms and Conditions qualifies Bidder as a client who has consented to be contacted 
by Heritage in the future. In conformity with “do-not-call” regulations promulgated by the Federal or State 
regulatory agencies, participation by the Bidder is affirmative consent to being contacted at the phone 
number shown in his application and this consent shall remain in effect until it is revoked in writing. 
Heritage may from time to time contact Bidder concerning sale, purchase, and auction opportunities 
available through Heritage and its affiliates and subsidiaries. 

54.  Rules of Construction: Auctioneer presents properties in a number of collectible fields, and as such, specific 
venues have promulgated supplemental Terms and Conditions. Nothing herein shall be construed to waive 
the general Terms and Conditions of Auction by these additional rules and shall be construed to give force 
and effect to the rules in their entirety.

State Notices: 
Notice as to an Auction in California. Auctioneer has in compliance with Title 2.95 of the California Civil Code 
as amended October 11, 1993 Sec. 1812.600, posted with the California Secretary of State its bonds for it and 
its employees, and the auction is being conducted in compliance with Sec. 2338 of the Commercial Code and 
Sec. 535 of the Penal Code. 
Notice as to an Auction in New York City: This Auction is conducted in accord with the applicable sections of 
the New York City Department of Consumer Affairs Rules and Regulations as Amended. This a Public Auction 
Sale conducted by Auctioneer. The New York City Auctioneers conducting the sale of behalf of Heritage 
Auctions No. 41513036 (“Auctioneer”) are licensed Auctioneers including Dawes, Nicholas 1304724, Guzman, 
Kathleen 762165, Luray, Elyse 2015375, or as listed at HA.com/Licenses and as posted at the venue site. All 
lots are subject to: the consignor’s right to bid thereon and consignor’s option to receive advances on their 
consignments. Auction may offer, in its sole discretion, advances on consignments and extended financing to 
registered bidders, in accord with Auctioneer’s internal credit standards. Auctioneer will disclose to bidders, 
upon request, a list of lots subject to an advance, reserve, guarantee, or Auctioneer’s financial interests of any 
kind. All Terms and Conditions of Sale are available at HA.com and in the printed catalog, including term #21 
which states: Consignor, auctioneer’s affiliates and, its employees may bid on their lots or other lots for their 
own account in accordance with the laws of New York and they may have information as to the lots not available 
to the public. On lots bearing an estimate, the term refers to a value range placed on an item by the Auctioneer 
in its sole opinion but the final price is determined by the bidders. 
Notice as to an Auction in Texas. In compliance with TDLR rule 67.100(c)(1), notice is hereby provided that 
this auction is covered by a Recovery Fund administered by the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, 
P.O. Box 12157, Austin, Texas 78711 (512) 463-6599. Any complaints may be directed to the same address.

Rev. 8-12-2017
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Notice as to an Auction in New York City
This Auction is conducted in accord with the applicable sections of the New York City Department 
of Consumer Affairs Rules and Regulations as Amended. This a Public Auction Sale conducted 
by Auctioneer. The New York City Auctioneers conducting the sale of behalf of Heritage Auctions 
No. 41513036 (“Auctioneer”) are licensed Auctioneers including Dawes, Nicholas 1304724, 
Guzman, Kathleen 762165, Luray, Elyse 2015375, or as listed at HA.com/Licenses and as posted 
at the venue site.
 All lots are subject to: the consignor’s right to bid thereon and consignor’s option to 
receive advances on their consignments. Auction may offer, in its sole discretion, advances 
on consignments and extended financing to registered bidders, in accord with Auctioneer’s 
internal credit standards. Auctioneer will disclose to bidders, upon request, a list of lots subject 
to an advance, reserve, guarantee, or Auctioneer’s financial interests of any kind. All Terms and 
Conditions of Sale are available at HA.com and in the printed catalog, including term #21 which 
states: Consignor, auctioneer’s affiliates and, its employees may bid on their lots or other lots for 
their own account in accordance with the laws of New York and they may have information as to 
the lots not available to the public. On lots bearing an estimate, the term refers to a value range 
placed on an item by the Auctioneer in its sole opinion but the final price is determined by the 
bidders.  Rev 6-8-2016

Additional Terms & Conditions: 
MEMORABILIA & HISTORICAL AUCTIONS

MEMORABILIA & HISTORICAL TERM A: Signature® and Grand Format Auctions of Autographs, 
Sports Collectibles, Music, Entertainment, Political, Americana, Vintage Movie Posters and 
Pop Culture memorabilia are not on approval. When the lot is accompanied by a Certificate of 
Authenticity (or its equivalent) from a third-party authentication provider, buyer has no right 
of return. On lots not accompanied by third-party authentication or under extremely limited 
circumstances not including authenticity (e.g. gross cataloging error), a purchaser who did not 
bid from the floor may request Auctioneer to evaluate voiding a sale; such request must be made 
in writing detailing the alleged gross error, and submission of the lot to Auctioneer must be pre-
approved by Auctioneer. A Bidder must notify the appropriate department head (check the inside 
front cover of the catalog or our website for a listing of department heads) in writing of the Bidder’s 
request within three (3) days of the non-floor bidder’s receipt of the lot. Any lot that is to be 
evaluated for return must be received in our offices within 35 days after Auction. AFTER THAT 35 
DAY PERIOD, NO LOT MAY BE RETURNED FOR ANY REASONS. Lots returned must be in the 
same condition as when sold and must include any Certificate of Authenticity. No lots purchased by 
floor bidders (including those bidders acting as agents for others) may be returned. Late remittance 
for purchases may be considered just cause to revoke all return privileges.

MEMORABILIA & HISTORICAL TERM B: On any lot presented with a Letter of Authenticity 
(“LOA”) issued by Auctioneer or its Heritage affiliates, that warranty inures only to the original 
purchaser (as shown in Auctioneer’s records) “Purchaser”.  Purchaser may not transfer the rights 
afforded under the LOA and it is null and void when Purchaser transfers or attempts to transfer  
the lot.  The LOA warranty is valid from date of the auction in which Purchaser was awarded 
the lot to four (4) years after its purchase.  The LOA warranty is valid as to its attribution to the 
person or entity described or to the lot’s usage, e.g. game worn.  Claim procedure: Purchaser must 
contact the Auctioneer prior to submission of the lot as to his intent to make a claim and arrange 
secure shipment.  If a lot’s authenticity is questioned by Purchaser within the warranty period, 
Purchaser must present with the claim, authoritative written evidence that the lot is not authentic 
as determined by a known expert in the sports field.  If Auctioneer concurs that the lot is not as 
represented, Purchaser shall be refunded their purchase price.  If the Auctioneer denies the claim, 
the Purchaser may file the dispute with the American Arbitration Association with locale in Dallas, 
Texas, before a single arbitration under expedited rules.  The LOA does not provide for incidental 
or consequential damages or other indirect damages. Any lot sold with a certificate of authenticity 
or other warranty from an entity other than Auctioneer or Heritage’s affiliates is subject to such 
issuing entity’s rules and such conditions are the sole remedy afforded to purchaser. 

MEMORABILIA & HISTORICAL TERM C: As authenticity and provenance are not warranted, if 
a Bidder intends to challenge, authenticity or provenance of a lot he must notify Auctioneer in 
writing within thirty-five (35) days of the Auction’s conclusion. Any claim as to provenance or 
authenticity must be first transmitted to Auctioneer by credible and definitive evidence or the 
opine of a qualified third party expert and there is no assurance after such presentment that 
Auctioneer will validate the claim. Authentication is not an exact science and contrary opinions 
may not be recognized by Auctioneer. Even if Auctioneer agrees with the contrary opinion of such 
authentication and validates the claim, Auctioneer’s liability for reimbursement for any opine by 
Bidder’s expert shall not exceed $500.  Acceptance of a claim under this provision shall be limited 
to rescission of the sale and refund of purchase price; in no case shall Auctioneer’s maximum 
liability exceed the high bid on that lot, which bid shall be deemed for all purposes the value of the 
lot. While every effort is made to determine provenance and authenticity, it is the responsibility of 
the Bidder to arrive at their own conclusion prior to bidding.

 
MEMORABILIA & HISTORICAL TERM D: In the event Auctioneer cannot deliver the lot or 

subsequently it is established that the lot lacks title, or other transfer or condition issue is claimed, 
Auctioneer’s liability shall be limited to rescission of sale and refund of purchase price; in no case 
shall Auctioneer’s maximum liability exceed the high bid on that lot, which bid shall be deemed 
for all purposes the value of the lot. After one year has elapsed from the close of the Auction, 
Auctioneer’s maximum liability shall be limited to any commissions and fees Auctioneer earned 
on that lot. 

MEMORABILIA & HISTORICAL TERM E: On the fall of Auctioneer’s hammer, buyer assumes full 
risk and responsibility for lot, including shipment by common carrier, and must provide their own 
insurance coverage for shipments. 

MEMORABILIA & HISTORICAL TERM F: Auctioneer complies with all Federal and State rules 
and regulations relating to the purchasing, registration and shipping of firearms. A purchaser is 
required to provide appropriate documents and the payment of associated fees, if any. Purchaser is 
responsible for providing a shipping address that is suitable for the receipt of a firearm. 

MEMORABILIA & HISTORICAL TERM G: Firearms. All firearms, antique, modern, or collectible, 
are sold “AS IS”.  Auctioneer has not inspected the lot for damage or defect patent or latent that 
may affect the firing or attempted firing of the lot.  Purchaser assumes the obligation to inspect 
the lot before an attempted firing.  Auctioneer suggests that each lot be thoroughly inspected by 
a professional gunsmith.  Heritage specifically disclaims any warranty of fitness for a particular 
purpose or any warranty express or implied or otherwise stated.  Auctioneer disclaims any liability 
pertaining to the lot.  Purchaser assumes all RISK of LOSS in the handling of the firearm. 

MEMORABILIA AND HISTORICAL TERM H: Screen Shot. Screen shots included in the catalog or 
on the Heritage Internet are provided for reference only. Important Notice: Many identical versions 
of props and costumes are created for film and television productions in the normal course of a 
production.  Heritage does not warrant or represent that the  screen shots referenced are exact 
images of the offered  item (unless  specifically noted in the written description). Use of a screen 
shot does not constitute a warranty or representation of authenticity or provenance. There is  not a 
right of return or refund based upon a claim arising out of or pertaining to any reference to a  
screen shot.

SPECIAL TERM I - GUITARS: Bidders are urged to make a personal inspection of any guitar that 
they intend to bid on as there is a limited right of return.  Heritage makes a visual inspection of 
the guitars to determine whether there are patent defects and whether the date and manufacturer 
corresponds to the description.  Returns are not accepted for latent defects, structural issues, or 
mechanical and sound reproduction issues.  It should be assumed that set up, adjustments and 
normal maintenance are necessary.

MEMORABILIA & HISTORICAL TERM J: Financing. Auctioneer offers various extended payment 
options to qualified pre-approved persons and companies. The options include Extended Payment 
Programs (EPP) Flexible Payment Program (FPP) and Dealer Terms.  Each program has its specific 
terms and conditions and such terms and conditions are strictly enforced.  Each program has to be 
executed by the purchaser.  Auctioneer reserves the right to alter or deny credit and in such case 
these auction terms shall control.

MEMORABILIA & HISTORICAL TERM K: Arms and Armament – Firearms. Various lots are 
presented and sold subject to written opinions of recognized experts in the field. The opinions are 
based upon the expert’s research and inspection of the lot prior to auction and is believed to be 
accurate.  However,  opinions may differ and historical information may be subsequently developed 
that could influence the written opinion of the expert or may alter a lot’s provenance or authenticity.  
Lots accompanied by or referencing an expert’s opinion are sold subject to that opinion and may not 
be returned for any reason except as permitted in Memorabilia & Historical Term C  above which 
term shall be strictly enforced.

For wiring instructions call the Credit department at 877-HERITAGE (437-4824)  
or e-mail: CreditDept@HA.com

Rev.11-29-2017

For California Residents:
SALE OF AUTOGRAPHED COLLECTIBLES: 

AS REQUIRED BY LAW, A DEALER 
WHO SELLS TO A CONSUMER ANY 

COLLECTIBLE DESCRIBED AS BEING 
AUTOGRAPHED MUST PROVIDE A 
WRITTEN EXPRESS WARRANTY AT 
THE TIME OF SALE. THIS DEALER 

MAY BE SURETY BONDED OR 
OTHERWISE INSURED TO ENSURE THE 

AUTHENTICITY OF ANY AUTOGRAPHED 
COLLECTIBLE SOLD BY THIS DEALER.  

10-27-2017



How to Ship Your Purchases

Shippers that Heritage has used are listed below. However, you are not obligated to choose from the following 
and may provide Heritage with information of your preferred shipper. 

  Navis Pack & Ship The Packing & Moving Center Craters & Freighters
  11009 Shady Trail 915 W Mayfield Road Suite 103 2220 Merritt Drive, Suite 200 
  Dallas, TX 75229 Arlington, TX 76014 Garland, TX 75041 
  Ph: 972-870-1212 Ph: 817-795-1999 Ph: 972-840-8147 
  Fax: 214-409-9001 Fax: 214-409-9000 Fax: 214-780-5674
  TX1062@GoNavis.com thepackman@sbcglobal.net dallas@cratersandfreighters.com

• It is the Third Party Shipper’s responsibility to pack (or crate) and ship (or freight) your purchase to you. 
Please make all payment arrangements for shipping with your Shipper of choice.

• Any questions concerning Third Party Shipping can be addressed through our Client Services Department 
at 1-866-835-3243.

• Successful bidders are advised that pick-up or shipping arrangements should be made within ten (10) days 
of the auction or they may be subject to storage fees as stated in Heritage’s Terms & Conditions of Auction, 
item 35.

Agent Shipping Release 
Authorization form

Heritage Auctions requires “Third Party Shipping” for certain items in this 
auction not picked up in person by the buyer. It shall be the responsibility of 
the successful bidder to arrange pick up and shipping through a third party; as 
to such items auctioneer shall have no liability.

Steps to follow:

1. Select a shipping company from the list below or a company of 
your choosing which will remain on file and in effect until you advise 
otherwise in writing. 

2. Complete, sign, and return an Agent Shipping Release Authorization 
form to Heritage (this form will automatically be emailed to you  
along with your winning bid(s) notice or may be obtained by calling  
Client Services at 866-835-3243). The completed form may be  
faxed to 214-409-1425.

3. Heritage Auctions’ shipping department will coordinate with the 
shipping company you have selected to pick up your purchases.

rev 5_2017

NOTICE of CITES COMPLIANCE; When purchasing items made from protected species.
Any property made of or incorporating endangered or protected species or wildlife may have import and export 
restrictions established by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES). These items are not available to ship Internationally or in some cases, domestically. By placing a bid the bidder 
acknowledges that he is aware of the restriction and takes responsibility in obtaining and paying for any license or permits 
relevant to delivery of the product. Lots containing potentially regulated wildlife material are noted in the description as 
a convenience to our clients. Heritage Auctions does not accept liability for errors or for failure to mark lots containing 
protected or regulated species.



Inquiries:  877-HERITAGE (437-4824)

Craig Kissick 

ext. 1995 | CraigK@HA.com

Aquamarine 
Shigar Valley, Skardu District, Baltistan 

Gilgit-Baltistan (Northern Areas) 
Pakistan 

Overall Measurements: 6.69 x 4.65 x 5.51 inches (17.00 x 11.80 x 14.00 cm)

NATURE & SCIENCE
HA.com/NatureandScience

Nature & Science Auction 
August 18, 2018 | Dallas | Live & Online

Weekly Natural History Auctions
Thursdays | 8 pm CT | Online Only 

50207

Nature & Science Auction
December 1, 2018 | Live & Online
Consignment Deadline: October 5



Inquiries:  877-HERITAGE (437-4824)

Craig Kissick 

ext. 1995 | CraigK@HA.com



For the seventh consecutive year, 2012-2018,

HERITAGE AUCTIONS  
has won the True West magazine “People’s Choice Award” for  

THE BEST OLD WEST COLLECTIBLES AUCTIONS

50337

For information on our easy consignment process,  
please call 877-HERITAGE (437-4824)

or visit HA.com/Historical

Tom Slater  |  Director of Americana 
TomS@HA.com  |  Ext. 1441

Don Ackerman | Consignment Director 
DonA@HA.com | Ext. 1736 

TrueWestMagazine.com

Best Old 
West 

COlleCtiBles 
AuCtiOn

Heritage Auctions



Department Specialists For the extensions below, please dial 
877-HERITAGE (437-4824)

Comics & Comic Art
HA.com/Comics
Ed Jaster, Ext. 1288 • EdJ@HA.com 
Lon Allen, Ext. 1261 • LonA@HA.com
Barry Sandoval, Ext. 1377 • BarryS@HA.com
Joe Mannarino, Ext. 1921 • JoeM@HA.com
Todd Hignite, Ext. 1790 • ToddH@HA.com

Animation Art
HA.com/Animation
Jim Lentz, Ext. 1991 • JimL@HA.com

Entertainment & Music Memorabilia
HA.com/Entertainment
Margaret Barrett, Ext. 1912 • MargaretB@HA.com **
Garry Shrum, Ext. 1585 • GarryS@HA.com
Giles Moon, Ext. 1725 • GilesM@HA.com

Vintage Guitars & Musical Instruments
HA.com/Guitar
Mike Gutierrez, Ext. 1183 • MikeG@HA.com

Fine Art
Ethnographic Art
HA.com/AmericanIndian
Delia E. Sullivan, Ext. 1343 • DeliaS@HA.com

American & European Art
HA.com/FineArt
Ed Jaster, Ext. 1288 • EdJ@HA.com 
Aviva Lehmann, Ext. 1519 • AvivaL@HA.com *
Ariana Hartsock, Ext. 1283 • ArianaH@HA.com
Alissa Ford, Ext. 1926 • AlissaF@HA.com ***
Marianne Berardi, Ph.D., Ext. 1506 • MarianneB@HA.com
Janell Snape, Ext. 1245 • JanellS@HA.com ***

Asian Art
HA.com/FineArt 
Richard Cervantes, Ext. 1927 • RichardC@HA.com *
Clementine Chen 陳之立, Ext. 1256 • ClementineC@HA.com ***

Decorative Arts
HA.com/Decorative
Karen Rigdon, Ext. 1723 • KarenR@HA.com
Carolyn Mani, Ext. 1677 • CarolynM@HA.com **

Design
HA.com/Design
Brent Lewis, Ext. 1577 • BrentL@HA.com **

Illustration Art
HA.com/Illustration
Ed Jaster, Ext. 1288 • EdJ@HA.com
Todd Hignite, Ext. 1790 • ToddH@HA.com
Meagen McMillan, Ext. 1546 • MeagenM@HA.com

Tiffany, Lalique & Art Glass
HA.com/Design
Nicholas Dawes, Ext. 1605 • NickD@HA.com *

Modern & Contemporary Art
HA.com/Modern
Frank Hettig, Ext. 1157 • FrankH@HA.com
Holly Sherratt, Ext. 1505 • HollyS@HA.com ***
Leon Benrimon, Ext. 1799 • LeonB@HA.com *
Taylor Curry, Ext. 1304 • TaylorC@HA.com * 
Naomi Thune, Ext. 1816 • NaomiT@HA.com

Photographs
HA.com/Photographs
Nigel Russell, Ext. 1231 • NigelR@HA.com *
Ed Jaster, Ext. 1288 • EdJ@HA.com

Fine Silver & Objects of Vertu
HA.com/Silver
Karen Rigdon, Ext. 1723 • KarenR@HA.com

Texas Art 
HA.com/TexasArt
Atlee Phillips, Ext. 1786 • AtleeP@HA.com

Handbags & Luxury Accessories
HA.com/Luxury
Diane D'Amato, Ext. 1901 • DianeD@HA.com *
Lena Park, Ext. 1564 • LenaP@HA.com *

Historical
Americana & Political
HA.com/Historical
Tom Slater, Ext. 1441 • TomS@HA.com
Don Ackerman, Ext. 1736 • DonA@HA.com 
Michael Riley, Ext. 1467 • MichaelR@HA.com 

Arms & Armor, Civil War & Militaria 
HA.com/Arms
HA.com/CivilWar
David Carde, Ext. 1881 • DavidC@HA.com 
Jason Watson, Ext. 1630 • JasonW@HA.com

Automobilia 
HA.com/Automobilia
Nicholas Dawes, Ext. 1605 • NickD@HA.com *

Historical Manuscripts
HA.com/Manuscripts
Sandra Palomino, Ext. 1107 • SandraP@HA.com *

Judaica
HA.com/Judaica
Erin Patzewitsch, Ext. 1575 • ErinE@HA.com

Rare Books
HA.com/Books
James Gannon, Ext. 1609 • JamesG@HA.com

Space Exploration
HA.com/Space
Michael Riley, Ext. 1467 • MichaelR@HA.com

Texana
HA.com/Texana
Sandra Palomino, Ext. 1107 • SandraP@HA.com *

Domain Names & Intellectual Property
HA.com/IP
Aron Meystedt, Ext. 1362 • AronM@HA.com

Jewelry
HA.com/Jewelry
Jill Burgum, Ext. 1697 • JillB@HA.com
Jessica DuBroc, Ext. 1978 • JessicaD@HA.com
Gina D’Onofrio, Ext. 1153 • GinaD@HA.com **
Ana Wroblaski, Ext. 1154 • AnaW@HA.com **
Tracy Sherman, Ext. 1146 • TracyS@HA.com *****
Ruth Thuston, Ext. 1929 • RuthT@HA.com ******



Luxury Real Estate
HA.com/LuxuryRealEstate
Nate Schar, Ext. 1457 • NateS@HA.com 
Thania Kanewske, Ext. 1320 • ThaniaK@HA.com
Rochelle Mortenson, Ext. 1384 • RochelleM@HA.com

Vintage Posters
HA.com/MoviePosters
Grey Smith, Ext. 1367 • GreySm@HA.com
Bruce Carteron, Ext. 1551 • BruceC@HA.com

Nature & Science
HA.com/NatureAndScience
Craig Kissick, Ext. 1995 • CraigK@HA.com

Numismatics
Coins – United States
HA.com/Coins
David Mayfield, Ext. 1277 • David@HA.com
Win Callender, Ext. 1415 • WinC@HA.com
Mark Feld, Ext. 1321 • MFeld@HA.com
Jason Friedman, Ext. 1582 • JasonF@HA.com
Sam Foose, Ext. 1227 • Sam@HA.com
Bob Marino, Ext. 1374 • BobMarino@HA.com
Harry Metrano, Ext. 1809 • HarryM@HA.com **
Sarah Miller, Ext. 1597 • SarahM@HA.com *
Al Pinkall, Ext. 1835 • AlP@HA.com
Kyle Kavanagh, Ext. 1156 • KyleK@HA.com

Rare Currency
HA.com/Currency
Allen Mincho, Ext. 1327 • Allen@HA.com
Len Glazer, Ext. 1390 • Len@HA.com
Dustin Johnston, Ext. 1302 • Dustin@HA.com
Michael Moczalla, Ext. 1481 • MichaelM@HA.com
Kenneth Yung • KennethY@HA.com ****

World & Ancient Coins
HA.com/WorldCoins
Cristiano Bierrenbach, Ext. 1661 • CrisB@HA.com 
Warren Tucker, Ext. 1287 • WTucker@HA.com
Sam Spiegel, Ext. 1524 • SamS@HA.com
Zach Beasley, Ext. 1741 • ZachB@HA.com
Roxana Uskali • Ext. 1282 • RoxanaU@HA.com ******
Cale Meier, Ext. 1761 • CaleM@HA.com
Christian Winge, Ext. 1734 • ChristianW@HA.com
Kenneth Yung • KennethY@HA.com ****
Max Tursi • MaxT@HA.com *******
Nicholas Mathioudakis • NicholasM@HA.com *******

Sports Collectibles
HA.com/Sports
Chris Ivy, Ext. 1319 • CIvy@HA.com
Calvin Arnold, Ext. 1341 • CalvinA@HA.com **
Peter Calderon, Ext. 1789 • PeterC@HA.com 
Tony Giese, Ext. 1997 • TonyG@HA.com
Derek Grady, Ext. 1975 • DerekG@HA.com
Mike Gutierrez, Ext. 1183 • MikeG@HA.com
Lee Iskowitz, Ext. 1601 • LeeI@HA.com *
Mark Jordan, Ext. 1187 • MarkJ@HA.com
Chris Nerat, Ext. 1615 • ChrisN@HA.com
Rob Rosen, Ext. 1767 • RRosen@HA.com
Jonathan Scheier, Ext. 1314 • JonathanS@HA.com
Nick Cepero, Ext. 1878 • NickC@HA.com

Timepieces
HA.com/Timepieces
Jim Wolf, Ext. 1659 • JWolf@HA.com
Jonathon Burford, Ext. 1132 • JonathonB@HA.com **
Keith Davis, Ext. 1971 • KeithD@HA.com *

Wine
HA.com/Wine
Frank Martell, Ext. 1753 • FrankM@HA.com **
Amanda Crawford, Ext 1821 • AmandaC@HA.com **

Services
Appraisal Services
HA.com/Appraisals
Meredith Meuwly, Ext. 1631 • MeredithM@HA.com
Rachel Weathers, Ext. 1536 • RachelW@HA.com

Careers
HA.com/Careers

Corporate Collection and Museum Services
Meredith Meuwly, Ext. 1631 • MeredithM@HA.com

Credit Department
Marti Korver, Ext. 1248 • Marti@HA.com

Media & Public Relations
Eric Bradley, Ext. 1871 • EricB@HA.com
Steve Lansdale, Ext. 1699 • SteveL@HA.com

Special Collections
Nicholas Dawes, Ext. 1605 • NickD@HA.com *

Trusts & Estates
HA.com/Estates
Michelle Castro, Ext. 1824 • MichelleC@HA.com
Elyse Luray, Ext. 1369 • ElyseL@HA.com *
Carolyn Mani, Ext. 1677 • CarolynM@HA.com **

Corporate Officers
R. Steven Ivy, CEO & Co-Chairman
James L. Halperin, Co-Chairman
Gregory J. Rohan, President *
Paul Minshull, Chief Operating Officer
Todd Imhof, Executive Vice President
Kathleen Guzman, Managing Director, New York

Locations
Dallas (World Headquarters)
214-528-3500 • 877-HERITAGE (437-4824) 
3500 Maple Ave. 
Dallas, TX 75219

Dallas (Fine & Decorative Arts –  
Design District Showroom)
214-528-3500 • 877-HERITAGE (437-4824) 
1518 Slocum St. 
Dallas, TX 75207

Beverly Hills
310-492-8600 
9478 W. Olympic Blvd 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

Chicago
312-260-7200 
215 West Ohio 
Chicago, IL 60654

New York
212-486-3500 
445 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10022

Palm Beach
561-693-1963  
250 Royal Palm Way, Suite 307 
Palm Beach, FL 33480 

San Francisco
877-HERITAGE (437-4824) 
603 Battery St. 
San Francisco, CA 94111

London
+44 (0)207 493 0498 
6 Shepherd St.
London, Mayfair
W1J7JE 

Amsterdam
+31-(0)30-6063944 
Energieweg 7, 3401 MD  
IJsselstein, Nederland

Hong Kong
+852-2155 1698 
Unit 1105, 11/F Tower ONE,  
Lippo Centre, 89 Queensway Road, 
Admiralty, Hong Kong

4-30-2018

* Primary office location: New York
** Primary office location: Beverly Hills
*** Primary office location: San Francisco 
**** Primary office location: Hong Kong 
***** Primary office location: Palm Beach 
****** Primary office location: Chicago
******* Primary office location: London 



HA.com/Consign | 877-HERITAGE (437-4824) | Visit HA.com/Auctions for the most current schedule. All dates are subject to change.

ONLINE AUCTIONS
Comics | 6 pm Sundays
Sports | 10 pm Sundays
Vintage Posters | 6 pm Sundays
U.S. Coins | 5 pm Tuesdays
World Coins | 8 pm Last Sundays
Currency | 7 pm Tuesdays

Art | Schedules Vary 
Nature & Science | 8 pm Thursdays
Wine | 9 pm First Thursdays
Jewelry | 9 pm Tuesdays

All times above are Central Standard Time 
Zone when the live online auction begins.

Auctioneer licenses: TX: Paul R. Minshull #16591. CA Bond: Paul R. Minshull #LSM0605473;
Heritage Auctioneers & Galleries, Inc.: CA-Bond #RSB2005644. FL: Paul R. Minshull #AU4563;
Heritage Numismatic Auctions, Inc.: FL AB665. NY: Paul R. Minshull #DCA-2001161;
Heritage Auctioneers & Galleries, Inc.: New York City DCA #41513036 
and NYC Second Hand Dealers License #1364739. BP 12-25%; see HA.com.

5/7/2018
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NUMISMATICS LOCATION AUCTION DATES CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE

U.S. Coins Long Beach June 13-18, 2018 Closed
World Coins & Currency - HKINF Hong Kong June 27-29, 2018 Closed
U.S. Coins - Summer FUN Orlando July 12-16, 2018 May 29, 2016
U.S. Coins & Currency and World & Ancient Coins ANA Philadelphia August 14-20, 2018 June 25, 2018

FINE & DECORATIVE ARTS LOCATION AUCTION DATES CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE

Modern & Contemporary Art Beverly Hills May 24, 2018 Closed
Photographs New York June 5, 2018 Closed
Urban Art Beverly Hills June 7, 2018 Closed
Fine European Art Dallas June 8, 2018 Closed
Fine & Decorative Arts including Estates Dallas June 8-10, 2018 Closed
Ethnographic Art: American Indian, Pre-Columbian & Tribal Jewelry Dallas June 26, 2018 Closed
Asian Art Beverly Hills June 29, 2018 Closed
Big Fun! The Architectural Artifacts Auction Chicago July 18-19, 2018 Closed
Nature & Science Dallas August 18, 2018 June 22, 2018
Asian Art New York September 11, 2018 July 9, 2018
Fine & Decorative Arts including Estates Dallas September 22-23, 2018 July 20, 2018
Illustration Art Dallas October 11, 2018 August 16, 2018
Photographs Dallas October 12, 2018 August 17, 2018
Fine Silver and Objects of Vertu Dallas October 16, 2018 August 13, 2018
Modern & Contemporary Art - Prints and Multiples Dallas October 22, 2018 August 27, 2018
Design Dallas October 23, 2018 August 20, 2018
Texas Art Dallas October 27, 2018 August 31, 2018
American Art Dallas November 3, 2018 September 7, 2018
Modern & Contemporary Art Dallas November 8, 2018 September 18, 2018
Ethnographic Art: American Indian, Pre-Columbian & Tribal Jewelry Dallas November 12, 2018 September 17, 2018
Tiffany, Lalique & Art Glass Dallas November 13, 2018 September 10, 2018
Fine European Art Dallas November 30, 2018 October 5, 2018

MEMORABILIA & COLLECTIBLES LOCATION AUCTION DATES CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE

European Comic Art Dallas June 2, 2018 Closed
Animation Art Dallas June 16, 2018 Closed
Sports Cards Dallas July 19-20, 2018 May 28, 2018
Entertainment & Music Dallas July 21, 2018 May 30, 2018
Vintage Posters Dallas July 28-29, 2018 June 5, 2018
Comics & Comic Art Beverly Hills August 2-4, 2018 June 19, 2018
Sports Collectibles - Platinum Night Dallas August 18-19, 2018 June 27, 2018
Vintage Guitars & Musical Instruments Dallas October 27, 2018 September 5, 2018
Animation Art Beverly Hills December 1, 2018 October 18, 2018

HISTORICAL COLLECTIBLES LOCATION AUCTION DATES CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE

Americana & Political - The David and Janice Frent Collection Dallas June 2-3, 2018 Closed
Legends of the West - The Glen Swanson Collection of Indian War Relics Dallas June 9, 2018 Closed
Arms & Armor and Civil War & Militaria Dallas June 10, 2018 Closed
Americana & Political Dallas August 18, 2018 June 27, 2018
Rare Books - Cartography Dallas August 23, 2018 July 2, 2018
Rare Books Dallas September 13, 2018 July 23, 2018
Historical Manuscripts Dallas October 25, 2018 September 4, 2018
Space Exploration Dallas November 1-2, 2018 September 10, 2018
Arms & Armor Dallas December 9, 2018 October 25, 2018
Texana Dallas March 16, 2019 January 23, 2019

LUXURY LIFESTYLE LOCATION AUCTION DATES CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE

Fine Jewelry & Luxury Accessories Chicago June 10-11, 2018 Closed
Fine & Rare Wine Beverly Hills June 22-23, 2018 Closed
Luxury Real Estate Albany June 27, 2018 Closed
Fine & Rare Wine Beverly Hills September 14-15, 2018 July 25, 2018
Fine Jewelry & Luxury Accessories Beverly Hills September 23-24, 2018 July 11, 2018
Fine Timepieces & Watches New York October 23, 2018 August 8, 2018
Luxury Real Estate TBD Fall 2018 August 1, 2018
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